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PREFACEPREFACE

Dear Reader,

What a year 2024 was for us, coming with the promise of change! The GIGA is between presiden-

cies and evaluations, allowing us to assess where we want to go from here, to modernise our in-

stitutional make-up. 

In line with our collegial leadership model, we ran Task Forces on Institutional Culture, Research 

Strategy, Knowledge Exchange, and Governance to initiate comprehensive reform. We have re-

visit ed our mandate of excellent fundamental research and impactful multi-stakeholder outreach 

to policy circles, civil society, and the wider public, setting innovative targets for our work and 

building new pathways towards realising them. 

The GIGA was created 18 years ago, and following on from its predecessor institute, celebrat-

ed its 60th anniversary in 2024. Close scrutiny saw the redundant discarded and proven prac-

tices formalised. Our matrix structure of four Regional Institutes interlinked with four Research 

Programmes has served to fuse five formerly distinct institutions under one GIGA roof. Fortuna-

tely, we have become more than the sum of our parts. 

As we step into this new chapter to our institutional trajectory, we aim to maintain collegial 

leader ship, term limits for academic management positions, decision-making transparency, and 

employee participation at various levels. It has been a joy to see the team shaping a new future 

together, debating and developing relevant suggestions. Once we will clear all formal hurdles, we 

look forwards to a creative implementation phase and to reaping the rewards of an ambitious yet 

supportive environment that fosters good working conditions and cutting-edge research, needed 

more than ever with the world in upheaval.

Best Regards,

The GIGA Executive Board
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RESEARCH AT THE GIGARESEARCH AT THE GIGA

© GIGA© GIGA

The German Institute for Global and Area Stud-

ies (GIGA) analyses political, economic, and so-

cial developments in and across Africa, Asia, 

Latin America, and the Middle East, as well as 

global issues and their local and regional re-

percussions. The Institute engages in regu-

lar knowledge-exchange activities with policy-

makers, practitioners, and the wider public, 

committed to the Leibniz motto of “theoria 

cum praxi.” With its rigorous research and re-

search-based knowledge exchange, the GIGA 

thus contributes to academic innovation and 

societal progress on core issues of our time. 

One example is our work on how civil soci-

ety can counter authoritarian governments’ di-

gital repression (see Impact Story on page 41). 

We were pleased to read from the mid-term au-

dit, conducted by the Institute’s Academic Ad-

visory Board in 2024, that the “overall impres-

sion of the GIGA’s ongoing work and activities 

was very positive, building on the strong results 

of the last evaluation in 2021.” The successful 

audit positions the GIGA very well for the regu-

lar Leibniz evaluation, which will take place in 

2028.

The Institute’s flagship approach is Com-

parative Area Studies, with which we conduct 

both intra- and cross-regional comparisons at 

different levels of analysis – global, regional, na-

tional, local. Our scholarship combines context 

sensitivity with cutting-edge research meth od-

ologies. We develop and apply, as such, in-

novative analytical approaches engaging with 

diverse perspectives and experiences from dif-

ferent world regions.

In 2024, the GIGA’s scholars oversaw about 

50 third-party-funded projects, supported by 

the German Research Foundation (DFG), differ

ent federal ministries, the Leibniz Association, 

the European Union, and international funding 

agencies (see Annex). Successful projects such 

as “World Order Narratives of the Global  South” 

(funded by the Federal Ministry of Education 

and Research and conducted together with the 

University of Hamburg), the “Digital Transform

ation Lab” (funded by and conducted together 

with the Federal Foreign Office), and “Reli gion 

for Peace” (funded by the DFG and carried out 

jointly with local partners in Africa) started their 

second phases. The GIGA also managed to ac-

quire new funding for research on important 

 topics such as democratic backsliding, mass 

protests, and refugee politics.

The Institute’s scholars continued to publish 

their results as articles in high-ranking academ-

ic journals – many of them Open Access – and 

Participants of the work-Participants of the work-
shop “Exploring Avenues shop “Exploring Avenues 
for (Enhanced) Collabora-for (Enhanced) Collabora-
tions in the Digital Sphere tions in the Digital Sphere 
in Africa,” organised in in Africa,” organised in 
partnership with the partnership with the 
German Federal Foreign German Federal Foreign 
Office and IDOSOffice and IDOS



88GIGA ANNUAL REPORT 2024 RESEARCH AT THE GIGA

as books with international university presses 

(see Annex). We consciously seek to do so in a 

range of different languages so as to address 

audiences both in the Global North and the 

Global South, while also making increasing 

use of formats such as blogs, videos, info gra-

phics, and data publications. The list of honours 

award ed to the Institute’s researchers grew fur-

ther in 2024, with three publication awards and 

three prizes for doctoral theses, among them 

the prestigious Leibniz Dissertation Award.

At the same time, the GIGA made sure to 

engage with policymakers and other stake-

holders – in Germany, Europe, and globally. 

Our scholars contributed, inter alia, to debates 

on sustainable global supply chains, the role 

of sanctions, responsible economic statecraft, 

global health cooperation, peacebuilding in Af-

rica, or outlooks in Syria after the end of the 

Assad regime. In 2024, GIGA researchers were 

again in high demand with the media, with near-

ly 300 contributions – a record – made to na-

tion al and internation-

al outlets.

In the course of 

its scholarship and 

knowledge exchange, 

the GIGA collabo-

rates with leading re-

search institutions 

around the world. 

Doing so builds on a 

long-stand ing tradi-

tion of working with 

colleagues in Africa, 

Asia, Latin America, 

and the Middle East 

via institutional part-

nerships, participa -

tion in major research 

initiatives, formal and 

informal networks, as 

well as individual re-

search stays. Asso-

ciates of and Visit ing Fellows at the Institute 

work with GIGA colleagues on specific projects, 

events, and publications. 

The GIGA is organised according to a ma-

trix structure that combines four Regional Insti-

tutes and four cross-cutting thematic Research 

Programmes. Find out more about our work in 

 these units on the following pages. 

GIGA Research MatrixGIGA Research Matrix
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Founded in 1964 as the Deutsches Übersee-

Institut (German Overseas Institute), the GIGA 

celebrated 60 years of research on the Glo-

bal South and global developments. To mark 

the occasion, the Executive Board awarded 

several Anniversary Fellowships in the form 

of short-term contracts for researchers. At an 

HIGHLIGHTS 2024HIGHLIGHTS 2024
GIGA Celebrates 60th AnniversaryGIGA Celebrates 60th Anniversary

Doctoral Researchers’ ConferenceDoctoral Researchers’ Conference

internal anniversary brunch, the team toasted 

the Institute’s long and successful history. We 

thank our funders, partners, as well as former 

and current colleagues for having accompanied 

us on this journey, and look forward to the com-

ing years. 
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Also to mark the Institute’s 60th anniversary, 

members of the GIGA Doctoral Programme or-

ganised a conference at which they critical-

ly examined ethical and practical aspects of 

research on the Global South together with 

invited international experts. The focus was on 

the question of how fairness and equality can 

be guaranteed in South–North research colla-

boration. 
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https://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/press/the-giga-celebrates-its-60th-anniversary
https://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/events/conferences-and-workshops/doctoral-researchers-conference-researching-with-the-global-south_organizers
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Sabine Kurtenbach Becomes Interim PresidentSabine Kurtenbach Becomes Interim President
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been President (ad interim) of the GIGA. With 

extensive experience in peace and conflict re-

search, particularly in Latin America, she aspi-

res to the GIGA’s continued excellence in Glo-

bal Studies, Area Studies, and Comparative 

Area Studies and being somewhere everybody 

enjoys working. A long-time GIGA researcher 

and Honorary Professor at Philipps Universi-

ty Marburg, she emphasises interdisciplinary 

approaches and the importance of sharing re-

search insights with both policymakers and the 

general public. 

GIGA researchers Miriam Prys-Hansen and Thomas Richter were appointed Honorary Pro-

fessors at Leuphana University Lüneburg. Both now contribute to its new master’s programme 

“Public Affairs and Democracy,” teach courses, and collaborate on research projects. Prys-Han-

sen, an expert in global climate policy and Indian foreign policy, leads the GIGA’s Research Pro-

gramme “Global Orders and Foreign Policies” while Richter focuses on political personalisation 

and radicalisation, heading the GIGA’s Research Programme “Accountability and Participation.” 

Two New Honorary Professorships at LeuphanaTwo New Honorary Professorships at Leuphana

Prof. Dr. Sarah Engler, Prof. Dr. Sarah Engler, 
Director of the Institute of Director of the Institute of 
Political Science at Leu-Political Science at Leu-
phana University of Lüne-phana University of Lüne-
burg (centre) presents burg (centre) presents 
Prof. Dr. Miriam Prys-Prof. Dr. Miriam Prys-
Hansen (left) and Prof. Dr. Hansen (left) and Prof. Dr. 
Thomas Richter (right) Thomas Richter (right) 
with their certificates of with their certificates of 
appointmentappointment ©
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https://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/the-giga/team/kurtenbach-sabine
https://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/the-giga/team/prys-hansen-miriam
https://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/the-giga/team/richter-thomas
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GIGA researcher Hana Attia 

was awarded the 2024 Leibniz 

PhD Prize in the “Humanities 

and Social Sciences” cat egory 

for her dissertation on interna-

tional sanctions. Her research, 

“Biased Coercion: The Impo-

sition, Management, and Ter-

mination of US Sanctions,” 

explores the conditions  under 

which US presidents impose, 

manage, and lift sanctions. 

Attia’s interdisciplinary work 

was praised for its real-world 

relevance. As of March 2025, she will hold a Junior Professorship jointly established by Leupha-

na University Lüneburg and the GIGA. 

Hana Attia Receives Leibniz Dissertation PrizeHana Attia Receives Leibniz Dissertation Prize

Viviana García Pinzón, GIGA Doctoral Pro-

gramme alumna, won this prize for “Local Or-

der, Violence, and Trajectories of Governance 

in Peripheral Cities in Colombia and El Salva-

dor.” Her study of historical context and subna-

tional difference was published as “Trajectories 

of Governance – Tracing the Entanglements of 

Order and Violence in Peripheral Cities of Latin 

America” (Bristol University Press). 

Viviana García Pinzón Wins ADLAF PHD PrizeViviana García Pinzón Wins ADLAF PHD Prize
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https://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/the-giga/team/attia-hana
https://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/the-giga/team/garcia-pinzon-viviana
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GIGA Senior Research Fellow Julia Grauvogel was part of a delegation to Ghana, organised by 

Hamburg’s Ministry of Science, Research, Equalities and Districts and led by Senator Kathari-

na Fegebank. A visit occurred to the Maria Sibylla Merian Institute for Advanced Studies in Afri-

ca (MIASA) at the University of Ghana, a close GIGA partner. Sustainable democracy took cen-

tre stage in talks there. 

Julia Grauvogel Joins Senator on Trip to GhanaJulia Grauvogel Joins Senator on Trip to Ghana
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blue dress) and her dele-blue dress) and her dele-
gation in Ghanagation in Ghana

In November the GIGA’s Academic 

Advisory Board (AAB) conducted 

a mid-term audit, mandated by the 

Leibniz Association at the midpoint 

of the seven-year evaluation peri-

od. The GIGA’s strong research 

performance, its sizeable internati-

onal collaboration, and using Com-

parative Area Studies as its core 

approach were praised. The AAB 

confirmed our status as a leading 

research institution in our field. 

Positive Assessment in Mid-Term AuditPositive Assessment in Mid-Term Audit

Prof. Dr. Louise Fawcett Prof. Dr. Louise Fawcett 
and Prof. Dr. Daniel Drez-and Prof. Dr. Daniel Drez-
ner, members of the AAB, ner, members of the AAB, 
at the roundtable “The US at the roundtable “The US 
Presidential Election, Its Presidential Election, Its 
International Perceptions International Perceptions 
and Repercussions” and Repercussions” 
organised on the eve of organised on the eve of 
the AAB’s mid-term audit the AAB’s mid-term audit 
meeting. meeting. 
(From left to right: Dr. (From left to right: Dr. 
Maxine Rubin, Prof. Dr. Maxine Rubin, Prof. Dr. 
Patrick Köllner, Prof. Dr. Patrick Köllner, Prof. Dr. 
Louise Fawcett, Prof. Dr. Louise Fawcett, Prof. Dr. 
Daniel Drezner, and  Daniel Drezner, and  
Stefan Niemann)Stefan Niemann)
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https://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/press/delegations-ghana-trip-bolsters-scientific-cooperation
https://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/the-giga/management#external-boards
https://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/the-giga/management#external-boards
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GIGA INSTITUTE FOR AFRICAN AFFAIRSGIGA INSTITUTE FOR AFRICAN AFFAIRS

©photo: GIGA©photo: GIGA

Democracy proved resilient in a number of Af-

rican countries in 2024. In four of them – Bots-

wana, Ghana, Mauritius, and Senegal – govern-

ments were replaced via the ballot box while 

the continent’s wave of military coups subsid-

ed. Despite solid growth rates, poverty, unem-

ployment, and debt remain pressing challen-

ges Africa-wide.

Electoral turnover and the prior coups were 

driven by dissatisfaction with incumbents, 

which also contributed to armed conflict. An-

ti-government protests, often led by youth 

and at times turning violent, gained momen-

tum. Secessionist conflicts remained manifest 

in Cameroon and still have the potential to (re)

ignite in Ethiopia and Nigeria. Jihadism persist-

ed in the wider Sahel, the Horn of Africa, and 

beyond. More West African countries are now 

at risk of contagion. 

The external actors involved in the region con-

tinued to diversify. Alongside China and Russia, 

“unusual suspects” like Turkey and the Unit-

ed Arab Emirates are also active. At the same 

time, the decline of Western influence  gathers 

pace. French troops are set to leave Senegal 

and have been ordered to do the same in Côte 

d’Ivoire, marking a historical decline of French 

military presence in Africa. Regional integra-

tion stands at a crossroads, as Burkina Faso, 

Mali, and Niger announced their decision to lea-

ve ECOWAS. While “non-Western” external ac-

tors proliferating will increase African agency, 

this development also entails risk. Some gov-

ernments with questionable creden tials might 

receive greater support, while extern al rivalries 

could fuel further conflict.

The GIGA Institute for African Affairs (IAA) 

successfully addressed these developments. 

Swiftly reacting to the historic elections in South 

Africa in May, where the African Nation al Con-

gress lost its absolute majority, IAA researchers 

Maxine Rubin and Christian von  Soest organi-

sed a panel discussion in the German Bundes-

tag and published a related GIGA Focus Afri-

ca. In October, IAA Director Matthias Basedau 

highlighted the phenomenon of “Westernopho-

bia” as a challenge for Germany’s Africa Pol-

icy at the Federal Ministry of Defence and the 

Federal Foreign Office. An Africa Roundtable 

co-organised with the latter in November dis-

cussed the role of external actors in the re gion. 

A conference on sustainable peace within the 

framework of the Maria Sibylla Merian Institute 

for Advanced Studies in Africa (MIASA) was 

Prof. Dr. Prof. Dr. 
Matthias BasedauMatthias Basedau
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https://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/the-giga/institutes/giga-institute-for-african-affairs
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co-organised by Julia Grauvogel in December. 

A delegation from the City of Hamburg, one of 

the GIGA’s key funders, discussed questions of 

democracy at MIASA as part of its October  visit 

to Ghana (see textbox).

The IAA had another very fruitful year in terms 

of its academic endeavours. IAA re searchers 

published their work in renowned journals. Jann 

Lay and colleagues examined large-scale land 

acquisitions and social conflict (forthcoming in 

the Journal of Politics). Julia Köbrich and colla-

borators analysed what facilitates interreligious 

contact (published in Political Psychology), dis-

seminating their findings via a research comic, 

too. Their work is connected to a new grant re-

ceived. Building on a three-year DFG project, 

this follow-up one will investigate the effective-

ness of religious messages and messengers in 

promoting peace. 

Former IAA staff member Hana Attia won 

the prestigious Leibniz Dissertation Award for 

her thesis written at the GIGA in the context of 

two DFG projects on sanctions. Africa Spec-

trum, part of the GIGA journal family and co-

edited by Rubin, further increased its impact 

factor. The journal, also present at the biennial 

VAD Conference, now shares top spot regard-

ing  SSCI-ranked African Studies journals. Re-

flection on cooperation with the continent and 

its re search ers continued, inter alia in a GIGA 

Focus Africa on “Decolonising Research via Di-

gital Networks” by Andrew Crawford and in a 

piece he co-authored in Research Ethics. 

GIGA Senior Research Fellow Julia Grauvogel was part of a dele gation GIGA Senior Research Fellow Julia Grauvogel was part of a dele gation 

to Ghana led by Katharina Fegebank, Second Mayor of Hamburg and to Ghana led by Katharina Fegebank, Second Mayor of Hamburg and 

then Senator for Science. The travelling group included representatives then Senator for Science. The travelling group included representatives 

of various research institutes and universities in Hamburg. They visited of various research institutes and universities in Hamburg. They visited 

Accrabased institutions such as WASCAL (the West African Science Accrabased institutions such as WASCAL (the West African Science 

Centre on Climate Change and Adapt ed Land Use) and Centre on Climate Change and Adapt ed Land Use) and MIASAMIASA. The . The 

delegation also met with Ghanaian Min ister of Health Bernard Okoe delegation also met with Ghanaian Min ister of Health Bernard Okoe 

Boye and German Ambassador to Ghana Daniel Krull to discuss ques-Boye and German Ambassador to Ghana Daniel Krull to discuss ques-

tions of climate change, democratisation, and One Health. Intense talks tions of climate change, democratisation, and One Health. Intense talks 

successfully consolidat ed and expanded existing science collaboration successfully consolidat ed and expanded existing science collaboration 

in Ghana. in Ghana. 

Hamburg Science Delegation Visit to GhanaHamburg Science Delegation Visit to Ghana
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Ghana delegation visits MIASA.Ghana delegation visits MIASA.

https://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/research-and-transfer/projects/merian-institute-for-advanced-studies-in-africa
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GIGA INSTITUTE FOR ASIAN STUDIESGIGA INSTITUTE FOR ASIAN STUDIES

©photo: Frank Eberhard©photo: Frank Eberhard

In 2024, the second part of a massive  two-year 

election cycle took place in Asia. It started with 

Taiwan’s presidential elections, which saw the 

governing DPP’s Lai Ching-te prevail against 

the Kuomintang (KMT)’s own candidate. How

ever, the KMT emerged with the largest number 

of seats out of the parliamentary elections sim-

ultaneously held. Grievances about the rising 

cost of living saw incumbent parties lose their 

absolute majorities in both India and Japan, 

where, respectively, Narendra Modi (BJP) and 

Shigeru Ishiba (LDP) became dependent on the 

support of parliamentary partners. Changes of 

government occurred elsewhere in South Asia. 

In Sri Lanka, leftist Anura Kumara Dissanaya-

ke was voted in as president in September; a 

few weeks earlier, Bangladesh’s Prime Min ister 

Sheik Hasina had been forced to step down and 

flee the country in the wake of her government’s 

bloody clampdown on student protests. The 

election of Donald Trump as president in No-

vember was expected to have major implica-

tions for the United States’ relations with Asia, 

too.

The GIGA Institute for Asian Studies (IAS) 

addressed these and other developments via re-

search, policy advice, and knowledge-exchange 

activities. Ariel Macaspac Hernandez joined the 

IAS’s ranks, while Sinan Chu, Ishrat Hossain, 

and Nora Kürzdörfer were awarded GIGA An-

niversary Fellowships. After Heike Holbig’s re-

turn to Goethe University Frankfurt as full pro-

fessor in late 2024, our China expertise was 

maintained with the hiring of Julia Gurol-Hal-

ler starting early 2025. A South Asia-focused 

policy roundtable took place in the opening 

months of 2024 at the Federal Foreign Office, 

after it set up a specialised India Desk within its 

Asia department. Five more webinars hosted by 

the Franco-German Observatory of the Indo-

Pacific, including one featuring GIGA Visiting 

Scholar Manjeet Pardesi (Victoria University of 

Wellington), took place. A new digital format or-

ganised by IAS scholars and associates, the 

GIGA China Series, got off to a strong start in 

2024, featuring no less than nine webinars and 

hybrid events with a heavy focus on emerging 

scholarship. 

Against the backdrop of rising disinforma-

tion and digital authoritarianism in South and 

Southeast Asia, Sangeeta Mahapatra, Janji-

ra Sombatpoonsiri, and Andreas Ufen’s pro-

jects “Strengthening Civil Society Against the 

Weaponisation of Anti-Fake News Laws” and 

Prof. Dr. Patrick KöllnerProf. Dr. Patrick Köllner
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https://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/the-giga/institutes/giga-institute-for-asian-studies
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“Mapping and Strengthening Civil Society Re-

sponse to Disinformation” would be in full  swing 

in 2024. Several workshops with civil society 

actors took place across Asia. Funders of IAS 

research included the FFO, the Federal Ministry 

of Education and Research (with the second 

phase of “Performance Monitoring AsiaPacific 

Research Area (APRA)” occurring, as culminat

ing in two research reports on technology po-

tentials and skilled labour migration, respec-

tively), the German Research Foundation, the 

Luminate Foundation, the National Endowment 

for Democracy, and the Leibniz Association.

IAS scholars published 19 articles in peer-re-

viewed journals including International Affairs, 

International Studies Review, Land Economics, 

and The Pacific Review. Book highlights in 2024 

included Dictators‘ Endgames (Oxford Univer-

sity Press), coauthored by David Kuehn, and 

Mass–Elite Representation Gap in Old and New 

Democracies: Critical Junctures and Elite Agen-

cy (Michigan University Press), edited by Jae-

min Shim. The IAS continued to offer research 

findings also via its two periodicals, the Jour-

nal of Current Chinese Affairs and the Journal 

of Current Southeast Asian Affairs. The latter 

recorded an impact factor of 2.4 and improv-

ed its ranking in the “Area Studies” category 

to 7th place out of 176 journals. The IAS also 

hosted individual visiting scholars from Afghan-

istan, Australia, and New Zealand, as well as 

two from India. 

After going digital during the pandemic, the After going digital during the pandemic, the Indo-German Track 1.5 Indo-German Track 1.5 

Strategic DialogueStrategic Dialogue – which, since its inauguration in 2019, has brought  – which, since its inauguration in 2019, has brought 

together researchers and officials from both countries – returned to phy-together researchers and officials from both countries – returned to phy-

sical format in November 2024. Following the Indo-German Governmen-sical format in November 2024. Following the Indo-German Governmen-

tal Consultations, the GIGA and its domestic partner, the German Insti-tal Consultations, the GIGA and its domestic partner, the German Insti-

tute for International and Security Affairs, welcomed ambassadors and tute for International and Security Affairs, welcomed ambassadors and 

officials as well as delegates from the Indian Council of World Affairs officials as well as delegates from the Indian Council of World Affairs 

and the Research and Informa tion System for Developing Countries as and the Research and Informa tion System for Developing Countries as 

part of a two-day meeting held in Berlin. On the agenda was coopera-part of a two-day meeting held in Berlin. On the agenda was coopera-

tion in the IndoPacific, specifically in terms of trade, tech, and climate tion in the IndoPacific, specifically in terms of trade, tech, and climate 

change mitigation. change mitigation. 

Indo-German Track 1.5 Strategic DialogueIndo-German Track 1.5 Strategic Dialogue
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With democracy in Latin America under mul-

tiple forms of pressure, the threats to its ins-

titutions constitute a key research cluster at the 

GIGA’s Institute for Latin American Studies 

(ILAS). With in a DFGfunded project, Mariana 

Llanos and Cordula Tibi Weber analyse strat-

egies by the region’s constitutional and sup-

reme courts to include civil society perspec-

tives through public hearings and social media 

activity. A resulting policy brief was used as in-

put to the UN Special Rapporteur on the inde-

pendence of judges and lawyers.

Latin America’s continuing problems of en-

demic violence and crime are addressed in Sa-

bine Kurtenbach’s collaborative project with the 

Friedrich Ebert Foundation on peacebuild ing 

and perceptions of peace. This groundbreaking 

study focuses on six countries across three 

continents (Cameroon, Colombia, the Phil ip

pines, South Sudan, Tunisia, and Venezuela). 

In October, members of the local project teams 

met in Berlin to discuss how to best use their 

developed comparative framework in future.

The DAAD-funded German–Latin Ameri-

can Centre of Infection and Epidemiology Re-

search (GLACIER One Health) is pioneering a 

truly interdisciplinary research agenda, one 

in which the GIGA – with Bert Hoffmann as 

lead re search er – cooperates with the Medi-

cal Sciences and Natural Sciences. Together 

with the EU-LAC Foundation and Charité Ber-

lin, the project held a policy-outreach event in 

Berlin in 2024 with key stakeholders from both 

Latin America and Europe. The resulting poli-

cy brief summarises the lessons learned from 

 COVID-19 for future pandemic preparedness. 

With her research on order and violence in 

Latin America’s peripheral cities, Viviana Gar-

cía Pinzón received the ADLAF Prize for best 

doctoral thesis. Alina Ripplinger, a doctoral 

researcher in the Leibniz Association-funded 

“Democratic Institutions in the Global  South 

(DEMINGS)” project, received the award for 

best conference paper by an early-career re-

searcher from the ECPR Standing Group on 

Law and Courts. Several ILAS scholars partici-

pated at the ALACIP Congress in Lisbon in July 

and the ECPR General Conference in Dublin in 

September, where Mariana Llanos co-organis-

ed the section on “Latin American Politics.” 

As ILAS’s doctoral students continued with 

their methods training, research, and writing 

Prof. Dr. Mariana LlanosProf. Dr. Mariana Llanos

Prof. Dr. Bert HoffmannProf. Dr. Bert Hoffmann
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(Katharina Fietz, Cornelius Haritz, IndiCaroli-

na Kryg, Jayane Maia, Janaina Maldonado, Jo-

hanna Pieper, Désirée Reder, Alina Ripplinger, 

and Eduardo Tamaki), certain peers successful-

ly defended their theses in 2024 (Rafael Castro, 

Anna Fünfgeld, Aline-Sophia Hirseland, Jorge 

Rincón, and Valeria Morales). Daniela Osorio 

Michel organised a Bolivian Studies workshop 

at the GIGA Office in Berlin, establishing dia

logue between scholars and practitioners. 

In 2024, the ILAS welcomed three new post-

doctoral researchers: Tomás Marques works on 

foreign policy and Latin American regionalism 

with a special focus on Brazil; Samuel Siewers’s 

research tackles the implications of economic 

and social inequality in the region; and, Jonas 

von Hoffmann examines drug policies in Latin 

America and Mexico. They will strengthen the 

ILAS’s contribution to RP1, RP3, and RP4, res-

pectively. Lead Research Fellows Mariana Lla-

nos and Bert Hoffmann continued as ILAS’s in-

terim collegial leadership team, while Sabine 

Kurtenbach assumed the interim presidency of 

the GIGA. 

The ILAS publishes the Journal of Politics in 

Latin America (JPLA), with a current impact fac-

tor of 1.6 and ranked in the second quartile of 

the SSCI Political Science domain. 

Central America remains shaped by the legacies of civil war, precar ious Central America remains shaped by the legacies of civil war, precar ious 

democratisation, and high socio-economic inequality. Levels of violence democratisation, and high socio-economic inequality. Levels of violence 

remain high, organised crime continues to flourish, and migration con-remain high, organised crime continues to flourish, and migration con-

tinues apace. Repressive security policies see extensive human rights tinues apace. Repressive security policies see extensive human rights 

abuses and the erosion of civil liberties, undermining confidence in demo-abuses and the erosion of civil liberties, undermining confidence in demo-

cratic institutions and the rule of law. To discuss current challenges, seek cratic institutions and the rule of law. To discuss current challenges, seek 

alternatives, and examine the prospects for change, the ILAS – together alternatives, and examine the prospects for change, the ILAS – together 

with the University of Costa Rica – organised a three-day with the University of Costa Rica – organised a three-day workshopworkshop in  in 

February, bringing together researchers and policymakers from Central February, bringing together researchers and policymakers from Central 

America and Europe.America and Europe.

Violent Legacies – Insecure FuturesViolent Legacies – Insecure Futures
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The downfall of the Bashar Al-Assad regime 

and Israel’s military decimation of Hezbollah 

dealt a severe blow to the Iranian-led “axis of 

resistance” that also comprises Iraqi mili tias 

and the Houthi rebels in Yemen. This strategic 

setback raised questions about whether Iran 

might be compelled to make a dash for the nuc-

lear option to re-establish deterrence capability 

against Israel and the incoming Don ald Trump 

administration, with the latter set to re sume its 

“maximum pressure” campaign against the 

country.

Lebanon dangled between renewed ethnic 

strife and restored sovereignty after Hezbollah’s 

significant weakening. The humanitarian crisis 

in Sudan was unprecedented yet struggled to 

attract international media attention. The risk of 

conflict in the Sahel spilling over into North Af-

rica increased.

Meanwhile war left the Gaza Strip desti-

tute. The humanitarian crisis and Israel’s con-

duct of the war met with increased international 

opprobrium, seeing the International Criminal 

Court and the International Court of Justice be-

come involved. The growing drug trade in the 

Middle East attracted international scrutiny, 

especially the production of the amphetamine 

Captagon in Syria. There could be a new influx 

of migrants and refugees to Europe from Leba-

non, Palestine, and Syria, but also from secular 

Israelis disenchanted with their government’s 

illiberal turn. The UNSC remained paralysed, 

pointing to the pivotal role the Trump adminis-

tration will likely play in reshaping the region-

al order as well as the Israel–Iran conflict. On 

the economic front, OPEC+ maintained its or-

ganisational cohesion and Gulf sovereign 

wealth funds showed their financial mettle with 

a number of highprofile deals. Stateowned oil 

company ADNOC took over German chemical 

company Corvesto at the end of the year. 

The GIGA Institute for Middle East Studies 

(IMES) covered these events within the scope 

of a number of third-party-funded initiatives, 

such as the BMBF’s Merian Centre for Advanc-

ed Stud ies in the Maghreb (MECAM) based in 

Tunis as well as the Monitoring System und 

Transfer Platform Radicalization (MOTRA) and 

the “World Order Narratives of the Global South 

(WONAGO)” project, which entered its second 

phase. Several other projects, funded by the 

DFG and foundations, also continued.

Prof. Dr. Eckart WoertzProf. Dr. Eckart Woertz
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IMES researchers published in major peer-

reviewed journals and with leading presses, 

such as International Relations, British Journ-

al of Middle East Studies, Middle East Journal, 

Contemporary Politics, Middle East Policy, Glo-

bal Policy, Studies in Comparative Internation-

al Development, Democratization, or Syracuse 

University Press. Our scholars also contribut-

ed to the GIGA Focus Series on topics such as 

the safety risks for Syrian refugees amid calls 

for their possible return, culture wars between 

Morocco and Algeria at UNESCO, Russo–Iran-

ian relations, the war in Sudan, and the role of 

non-state actors in public-diplomacy initiatives 

between Middle East states and Africa. 

IMES researchers organised GIGA Forum 

and GIGA Talk events on Syria after Assad, 

the reporting on authoritarian regimes in dem-

ocratic media, the crisis in the Red Sea after 

Houthi attacks on shipping vessels, and the 

Gaza War and its regional impact. Our doctor-

al students and their colleagues from other re-

gional institutes jointly organised a conference 

on research collaboration with the Global  South 

(see Highlights section). As always, IMES re-

searchers also provided policy advice, among 

others to the German Federal Foreign Office, 

the European Commission, and the Federal 

Crim inal Police Office. They also reached out to 

the wider public via their contributions to Ger-

man and international media. 

In its main phase (2024–2029), the BMBFfunded Merian Centre for Advanced Studies in the 

Maghreb (MECAM) is holding a series of publication workshops aimed at training the next ge-

neration of authors, editors, and reviewers. Held in Tunis from 27–29 February 2024 and mainly 

organised by the GIGA, especially acting publication manager Steffen Wippel, the first workshop 

brought together over 30 MECAM fellows, team members, and international cooperation partners. 

Practical, hands-on knowledge on formats such as Arabic-, English-, and French-language journal 

articles, book proposals, and blog pieces was provided. The next MECAM publication workshop is 

planned to be held at GIGA Hamburg in 2026.

MECAM Publication Workshop in TunisMECAM Publication Workshop in Tunis
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With the continued trend towards autocratisa-

tion globally, the GIGA Research Programme 

“Accountability and Participation” (RP1) 

explor es how different political regimes ad-

apt and res pond. Our work spans all four GIGA 

world regions and engages with contempora-

ry political developments through multiple pro-

jects and international collaboration formats.

A major focus in 2024 was the increasing 

concentration of power in the hands of chief 

executives – a key factor in democratic back-

sliding. The DFG-funded project “COVID-19 

and Executive Personalization,” led by David 

Kuehn, Mariana Llanos, and Thomas Richter, in-

vestigated how leaders in both democratic and 

authoritarian contexts used the pandemic to 

expand their authority. Findings were present-

ed at APSA and ECPR as well as published in a 

GIGA Working Paper.

In the “Democratic Institutions in the Glo-

bal South” (DEMINGS) project, funded by the 

Leibniz Competition and led by Mariana Lla-

nos, RP1 scholars studied institutional dynam-

ics in demo cracies. Alina Ripplinger was hon-

oured with the ECPR’s Best Conference Paper 

Award for Early Career Researchers for her ana-

lysis of legal resistance strategies.

Sangeeta Mahapatra, Janjira Sambotpoon-

siri, and Andreas Ufen continued their project 

on “Mapping and Strengthening Civil Socie-

ty Response to Disinformation,” funded by the 

Lumiante Foundation and the National Endow-

ment for Democracy (NED). Their work examin

ed how governments in South and Southeast 

Asia use anti-fake news laws to suppress cri-

tical voices. Two capacity-building workshops 

were held in Bangladesh and Malaysia, while 

two GIGA Focus Series publications highlighted 

the project’s findings.

Maria Josua concluded her DFG-funded pro-

ject on “Justifying Repression in Authoritarian 

Regimes of the Arab World” with an internation-

al workshop in Tunis exploring how such pol-

ities communicate and exercise control. She 

also organised and moderated a GIGA Forum 

on the risk of authoritarian narratives spreading 

within democratic media environments. 

Under the guiding theme “Imagining Futures: 

Dealing with Disparity,” the Merian Centre for 

Advanced Studies in the Maghreb  (MECAM) – 

led by André Bank, based in Tunis, and fund-

ed by the Federal Ministry of Education and 

Research (BMBF) – undertook several public

engagement activities. These included the 

Prof. Dr. Thomas RichterProf. Dr. Thomas Richter
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MECAM Policy Talk in Berlin and the Rencon-

tres Ibn Khaldun series in Tunis. The project 

also published several MECAM Papers, featur-

ing the research of MECAM Fellows in Arabic, 

English, and French.

Bert Hoffmann contributed to the “German-

Latin American Centre of Infection & Epidemio-

logy Research and Training (GLACIER),” funded 

by the German Academic Exchange Service 

(DAAD). In partnership with Charité Berlin and 

the EU-LAC Foundation, he co-organised a 

highprofile policyoutreach event in the Ger-

man capital with key stakeholders from Europe 

and Latin America. 

RP1 also played a key role in the “Monitor-

ing System and Transfer Platform Radicalisa-

tion (MOTRA),” led by Richter and funded by 

the BMBF and the Federal Ministry of the Inte-

rior and Community (BMI). The GIGA team con-

ducted regular surveys to monitor how global 

events influence antiSemitism, Islamophobia, 

and attitudes towards autocracy in Germany.

Mariana Llanos was awarded the ERA Chair 

on behalf of the Faculty of Arts at Charles Uni-

versity, Prague, under the ERA–AREAS project 

grant from the Horizon Europe programme.

RP1 scholars shared their research widely 

in 2024, publishing in leading outlets such as 

International Political Science Review, Middle 

East Policy, Revista de Ciencia Política, and 

Studies in Comparative International Develop-

ment, as well as with Edward Elgar and the Uni-

versity of Michigan Press.

RP1’s “Democratic Erosion Series” was 

successfully continued with renowned nation-

al and international guests, among them Jae-

min Shim (Hong Kong Baptist University) and 

Saipira Furstenberg (Ca’ Foscari University of 

Ven ice). 

GIGA researchers Mahapatra, Sombatpoonsiri, and Ufen, funded by the GIGA researchers Mahapatra, Sombatpoonsiri, and Ufen, funded by the 

Luminate Foundation and NED, studied how anti-fake news laws are Luminate Foundation and NED, studied how anti-fake news laws are 

weaponised in South and Southeast Asia and how civil society resists. weaponised in South and Southeast Asia and how civil society resists. 

Their research led to the first tracker on Their research led to the first tracker on anti-fake news lawfareanti-fake news lawfare across  across 

six countries, highlighting comparative insights, data speaking to key six countries, highlighting comparative insights, data speaking to key 

trends and patterns, and the strategies widely used to good effect by trends and patterns, and the strategies widely used to good effect by 

activists, journalists, and legal aid groups to fight digital repression as activists, journalists, and legal aid groups to fight digital repression as 

well as support local knowledge transfer and capacity-building.well as support local knowledge transfer and capacity-building.

Fake News Lawfare and Resistance TrackerFake News Lawfare and Resistance Tracker
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The year 2024 witnessed significant geopolit

ical upheaval and armed conflict. Among the 

most dramatic events happening was the col-

lapse of the Bashar al-Assad regime in Syria 

on 8 December 2024, a moment that brought 

both relief and uncertainty. Questions about 

the new dispensation led by the Islamist HTS 

group and its implications for both Syria and 

the  wider region dominated international dis-

course. Discussions on how the West might re-

engage with this transformed landscape began 

almost immediately.

Against this backdrop, members of the Re-

search Programme “Peace and Security” 

(RP2) shared their insights on the year’s most 

pressing conflicts. In addition to developments 

in Syria, they analysed the devastating la-

test Gaza War that unfolded in the aftermath 

of the Hamas-led terrorist attack on Israel oc-

curring on 7 October 2023. RP2 experts also 

examined the third year of Russia’s full-scale 

war on  Ukraine, focus ing on perspectives from 

the Global  South and the design and impact 

of Western sanctions on Russia. The group 

addressed lesser-covered crises too, such as 

the human itarian catas trophe in Sudan. Their 

interviews, quotes, and op-eds featured in 

leading media outlets, including ZDFheute, 

ARD, 3Sat, Deutschland funk Kultur, Süddeut-

sche Zeitung, Tagesspiegel, and the F.A.Z. 

newsletter PRO Weltwirtschaft.

RP2 scholars published their innovative re-

search in prestigious academic journals and 

with leading university presses. Julia Köbrich 

and colleagues analysed the factors facilitat-

ing interreligious contact (published in Political 

Psychology). Together with Matthias Basedau 

and other co-authors, she introduced a con-

ceptual framework for “interreligious peace,” 

distinguishing between its positive and nega-

tive elements as well as attitudinal and behavi-

oural aspects, in the Journal of Intervention and 

Statebuilding. These publications stem from the 

DFG renewal project “Religion for Peace: Inves-

tigating Messengers and Messages for Inter-

religious Peace,” which commenced in August 

2024. Köbrich and former GIGA colleague Lisa 

Hoffmann also communicated their findings 

in highly innovative formats, including a photo 

project and the research comic “The Making of 

Interreligious Peace.”

In another contribution to the Journal of 

Inter vention and Statebuilding, Sabine Kurten-

bach analysed varieties of peace in Colombia. 

Prof. Dr. Christian  Prof. Dr. Christian  
von Soestvon Soest
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She proposed conceptualising “peace” as 

a process grounded in three core societal 

functions, therewith enabling the identifica-

tion of diverse peacebuilding needs and per-

ceptions. David Kuehn authored and co-edi-

ted two books examining the political role of 

the military. The monograph entitled “Dicta-

tors’ Endgames” (cowritten with Aurel Crois-

sant and Tanja Eschenauer-Engler, and publis-

hed by Oxford University Press) investigates 

the pivotal role of the military in “dictators’ 

endgames,” meaning large-scale non-violent 

protests in autocracies seeking regime chan-

ge. Additionally, Kuehn co-edited a research 

handbook on civil–military relations with Crois-

sant and David Pion-Berlin.

Fostering international collaboration and ex-

change remained a key RP2 objective. A nota-

ble highlight was the joint “IBEI-GIGA Workshop 

on Security, Conflict, and Peace,” held at the In-

stitut Barcelona d’Estudis Internacionals (IBEI) 

in February 2024. Fifteen GIGA researchers pre-

sented and discussed their work in Barcelona 

alongside IBEI colleagues. In November, an in-

ternational workshop titled “The Use and Ef-

fects of (Individual) Sanctions” took place at 

the GIGA Berlin Office, featuring participants 

from the United States, Sweden, Australia, and 

Germany. Organised by Christian von Soest, 

the event included a GIGA Talk on the future of 

sanctions following the recent US elections. 

Hana Attia, RP2 member and former doctoral student at the University 

of Konstanz, was awarded the prestigious Leibniz Association Docto-

ral Prize 2024. In her dissertation “Biased Coercion: The Imposition, 

Management, and Termination of US Sanctions,” she demonstrated 

that sanctions are often politically motivated and that their credibility 

is undermined by a lack of exit strategies. Attia now holds the Junior 

Professorship “Security Policy and Peace,” jointly established by the 

Leuphana University Lüneburg and the GIGA.

Leibniz Dissertation Award 2024Leibniz Dissertation Award 2024
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The 2024 research and knowledge-exchange 

activities of Research Programme 3 “Globalisa-

tion and Development” (RP3) have, inter alia, 

contributed to ongoing debates around sustain-

ability regulations for global supply chains. It is 

not only in this policy sphere that RP3’s work 

highlights the intricate trade-offs between dif-

ferent policy objectives, including between cli-

mate protection and protecting the rights of vul-

nerable populations. With our efforts to bridge 

theory and practice, we want to highlight the 

results obtained from a project that provides 

scientific support to the GIZ’s continued work 

on the creation of decent jobs in sub-Saharan 

Africa. 

In the framework of the Research Network 

on Sustainable Supply Chains, Jann Lay and 

Tevin Tafese were responsible for editing the 

Sustainable Supply Chain Report 2024. This 

year’s edition, compiled under the GIGA’s lead 

and seeing the participation of numerous scho-

lars from the Research Network, explores the 

impact of global value chains (GVCs) on la-

bour markets, highlighting both opportunities 

and challenges regarding decent work. While 

GVCs can drive industrialisation and job creati-

on, particularly in Asia, they often leave workers 

in the Global South exposed to precarious con-

ditions, low wages, and labour-rights violations. 

The report examines regional disparities, the 

role of digitalisation, worker agency, and the ef-

fectiveness of regulations. The publication in-

cludes comparative case studies and exper-

iences from Bangladesh, Cambodia, Ethiopia, 

Ghana, Madagascar, and Vietnam. It concludes 

that achieving decent work in supply chains re-

quires careful regulatory design to balance eco-

nomic development and employment creation 

with decent working conditions. The report’s 

key findings were presented by the editors as 

part of the interministerial committee “Econ omy 

and Human Rights” convened by the German 

government.

Balancing climate protection and indigenous 

populations’ human rights is a core theme of the 

Land Matrix Initiative’s research. In a so-called 

Deal Narrative, Christoph Kubitza and his co-

authors, for example, examine two carbon-off-

set projects in Laos. These endeavours aim to 

generate carbon credits, but at the same time 

raise concerns about land rights, local conflicts, 

and the actual benefits hereof for affected com-

munities. The case study questions whether 

such initiatives truly promote sustainability, 

Prof. Dr. Jann LayProf. Dr. Jann Lay
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given the governance challenges and commun-

ity tensions they give rise to. It speaks to the 

broader debate on “land grabs” at the expen-

se of indigenous populations’ well-being. In 

a s tudy published in Land Use Change, Jor-

ge Rincón Barajas and his co-authors analyse 

such risks in a comparative case study on Cam-

bodia, Colombia, and the Democratic Republic 

of the Congo. These research results have fed 

into two well-attended sessions co-organised 

with various international partners at the World 

Bank Conference on Land in Washington, D.C.

RP3 scholars, working together with local re-

search partners, have in recent years dedicated 

significant energy to a series of impact evalua-

tions on skills-training programmes supported 

by the GIZ in Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana, where 

young people often face inadequate training, 

underemployment, and low-paid jobs with poor 

working conditions. In consequence, data are 

now available addressing the lack of research 

on education and training programmes in sub-

Saharan Africa to date. The results, summari-

sed in a GIGA Focus by Tabea Lakemann and 

co-authors, show the investigated programmes 

to yield moderate benefits, with significant va-

riations between them depending on loca-

tion, programme type, and provider. Despite 

this  lim ited effectiveness thus far, these pro-

grammes can still play a role in fostering bet-

ter employment opportunities and working con-

ditions. 

In a study published in In a study published in Environmental Research LettersEnvironmental Research Letters, Anette Ruml , Anette Ruml 

and her co-authors examine the effects of Roundtable for Sustainable and her co-authors examine the effects of Roundtable for Sustainable 

Palm Oil (RSPO) certification on participating smallholders in Indonesia. Palm Oil (RSPO) certification on participating smallholders in Indonesia. 

The results are suggestive of positive but very modest effects of RSPO The results are suggestive of positive but very modest effects of RSPO 

certification on land productivity, profits, and fertiliser use. Farmers also certification on land productivity, profits, and fertiliser use. Farmers also 

use less toxic herbicides but there are no price premiums. These fin-use less toxic herbicides but there are no price premiums. These fin-

dings shed some doubt on the extensive sustainability claims made in dings shed some doubt on the extensive sustainability claims made in 

RSPO marketing.RSPO marketing.

The Limited Effects of CertificationThe Limited Effects of Certification
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The Research Programme “Global Orders and 

Foreign Policies” (RP4) continued its work on 

regional and global cooperation and conflict, 

multilateralism, order, and how diverse actors 

engage beyond their own borders. Our empiri-

cally and theoretically inclusive approach ser-

ves to further Comparative Area Studies and 

Global International Relations. A key focus is 

the narratives, ideas, and interests of the Glo-

bal South and their influence on foreign policy 

and global orders. The BMBF-funded project 

“World Order Narratives in the Global  South” 

was renewed for another three years. RP4 

members coedited influential publications, in-

cluding “Foreign Pol icy Signalling” (see text-

box) as well as “Novel Perspectives on Status 

in Global Politics” and “The Rise and Fall of Re-

gional Powers” (both Miriam PrysHansen). A 

new DFG project led by Sinan Chu examines 

the intellectual contes tation of China’s multie-

thnic regime. 

Foreign policy analysis remains a core RP4 

strength, with the DFG project “Explaining 

Middle-Power Engagements in External Re-

gions” extended. Key publications include Jens 

Heibach and Hakkı Taş’s work on Turkey’s re-

source control (Journal of Balkan and Near 

Eastern Studies) and Heibach’s article on Sau-

di foreign policy in the context of Russia’s full-

scale war on Ukraine (Global Policy). Research 

publications on populism and foreign policy 

continue, such as Johannes Plagemann’s “Do 

Populists Escalate International Disputes?” (In-

ternational Affairs) and Taş’s “Populism and Ci-

vilMilitary Relations” (Democratization). 

RP4 also examines regional orders, particu-

larly in the IndoPacific, as well as current ques

tions around international institutions. Notable 

publications include Chu et al.’s “The Legitima-

cy of Global Governances Institutions under 

Multipolarity” (International Studies Quarterly) 

and Detlef Nolte’s “Resilience of Latin Ameri-

can Regionalism” (Politische Vierteljahreszeit-

schrift). A datasetrelated article by Henning 

Schmidtke et al. on the legitimation of interna-

tional organisations (International Studies Per-

spectives) was also published. 

Sustainability and climate research are tak-

ing on increasing significance. RP4 plays a key 

role in the Leibniz Lab on Systemic Sustainabil-

ity, exploring dialogue between science, policy, 

and society on matters of climate, biodiversity, 

and agriculture. A collaboration with the State 

University of Rio de Janeiro examines climate 

Prof. Dr. Miriam Prof. Dr. Miriam 
Prys-HansenPrys-Hansen
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obstruction in the Global South. Other research 

outputs include Ariel Hernandez’s article on vol-

untary sustainability standards (Global Policy).

RP4 researchers contributed to the develop-

ment of the practices of Global IR, emphasis-

ing inclusivity and non-Western perspectives. 

Members of the team organised a roundtable 

on “Global IR: How should I do it?” at the EISA 

Pan-European Conference and participated in 

key discussions at other major conferences. 

Beyond academia, our scholars also engaged 

in public outreach, providing expert commenta-

ry on BRICS, Indian elections, and Iran’s foreign 

policy via Deutsche Welle, Le Monde Africa, 

and Handelsblatt. They authored several GIGA 

Focus Series contributions, too; other policy 

 pieces for a wider audience included an artic-

le on the military’s role in populist governance 

by Taş (The Loop) and a guest commentary by 

Patrick Köllner on Germany’s role in the Indo-

Pacific (Handelsblatt). 

RP4 was present at leading conferences 

(EISA, EWIS, ISA, PEC) and organised events 

such as a GIGA Berlin Talk on BRICS+ and a 

GIGA Forum on the G20. In November, Nora 

Kürzdörfer and Hernandez launched a report 

with 30 global experts on “Responsible Econo-

mic Statecraft.” Forms of recognition includ ed 

Prys-Hansen’s Honorary Professorship at Leu-

phana University (see Highlights section of this 

report), Kurzdörfer’s Sylke Tempel Essay Pri-

ze, Mahima Duggal’s participation in the Asia-

Pacific Leadership Programme, and Ardahan 

Gedliki’s Fellowship at the Democratic Res-

ilience Center, Helmut Schmidt University. 

GIGA researchers and network partners contributed to this special issue co-edited by Plage-

mann, in which foreign policy signals in the geopolitically contested world region of the Indo-Pa-

cific are explored. The publication showcases the strengths of the GIGA’s approach by combining 

in-depth area expertise with strong methodological and theoretical underpinnings. In so doing, 

addressed are some of the key determinants of twentyfirst century world politics. Studied here 

specifically is growing US–China rivalry and the responses to it of other major Asian and external 

powers within the IndoPacific region.

Foreign Policy Signalling in the Indo-PacificForeign Policy Signalling in the Indo-Pacific
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The year 2024 was an outstanding one for 

the GIGA Doctoral Programme in terms of 

disserta tion awards won by its alumni. Hana At-

tia receiv ed this year’s Leibniz “Humanities and 

Social Sciences” PhD prize for her research on 

international sanctions. Viviana García Pinzón 

won the ADLAF Prize, awarded by the German 

Latin American Studies Association, for her 

analysis of the multiscalar processes that sha-

pe local order in four peripheral cities in Co-

lombia and El Salvador. Anna Fünfgeld received 

the Arnold Bergstraesser Prize for her study on 

the energy transition in Indonesia. These gre-

at achievements show the quality of the trai-

ning doctoral researchers at the GIGA receive.

Another highlight was the “Doctoral Re-

search ers’ Conference: Researching with the 

Global South?” initiated and organised to mark 

the Institute’s 60th anniversary, being coordi-

nated by an organising team consisting of Mira 

Demirdirek, Indi Kryg, and Alina Ripplinger. 

The conference brought together GIGA doctor-

al researchers and invited experts to critical-

ly explore and reflect on the ethical and prac-

tical dimensions of conducting research with 

the “Global South.” Over the course of three 

days, they discussed questions related to re-

search collaboration and integrity, responsible 

practices, as well as prevailing power dynamics 

within academia.

As fully integrated members of the Insti-

tute, our doctoral researchers greatly contri-

bute to the GIGA’s respective publications and 

events. Diba Mirzaei, for example, moderated 

two events for the GIGA Forum Series, one on 

the Gaza War and its impact on the Middle East 

and the other on Syria after Assad; she was also 

one of the panelists for a GIGA Talk on global 

perspectives regarding BRICS+. Désirée Reder 

also moderated a GIGA Forum, namely on vio-

lence against women. Olena Osypenkova co-

authored three GIGA Focus issues: one on the 

expansion of the Russo–Iranian nexus, one on 

the BRICS+ Summit in Russia, and one pre-

senting ten things to watch in the Middle East in 

2025. Doctoral Programme members Hager Ali, 

Adhiraaj Anand, Mira Demirdirek, Mahima Dug-

gal, Indi Kryg, Tabea Lakemann, Désirée Re-

der, Alina Ripplinger, and Hamid Talebian also 

contributed to the GIGA Focus Series in 2024. 

We celebrated three Doctoral Programme 

members completing their work this year, say-

ing farewell to Dastan Jasim, Valeria Morales, 

and Mona Saleh who successfully defended 

their dissertations looking at some fascinat-

ing research topics. Namely, Kurdish political 

Dr. Maren WagnerDr. Maren Wagner

©
p

h
o

to
: 

C
la

u
d

ia
 H

ö
h

n
e

©
p

h
o

to
: 

C
la

u
d

ia
 H

ö
h

n
e

https://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/the-giga/dp


3131GIGA ANNUAL REPORT 2024 DOCTORAL PROGRAMME

culture in Iran, Iraq, Syria, and Turkey; interna-

tional organisations’ legitimacy under condi-

tions of institutional overlap (with the case of the 

African Union); and, political and institutional 

determinants of COVID-19 vaccination in Cen-

tral America. Elianne Shewring, who analyses 

the mechanisms of digital control employed 

by China, Iran, and Israel, joined us as a new 

doctoral researcher in 2024, while we also wel-

comed three visiting doctoral researchers from 

Brazil and Mexico for a few months to work on 

their respective projects. 

GIGA Training Programme

social science methods and soft skills

Individual Methods Training

partner universities, summer/winter schools

First Doctoral Board Meeting 

evaluation of progress

Additional Training

GIGA Training Programme,  
partner universities, summer/winter schools

Second Doctoral Board Meeting

evaluation of progress

Final Year

completion and submission of thesis
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While sustainability in organisational devel-

opment, research processes, and personnel 

manage ment is overseen by other GIGA  bodies 

and units (such as the Research Council, the 

HR team, the Works Council, the Ethics Com-

mittee, the Ombudspersons for Good Research 

Practice, the Equal Opportunity Commission-

ers, and similar), our Task Force Sustainabili-

ty Management focuses on related matters in 

the operation of premises and infrastructure as 

well as in procurement and mobility. A number 

of concrete measures have been initiated in this 

regard, for example: 

• According to the GIGA’s greenhouse 

gas accounting, undertaken in 2024, 

the amount of CO2 we generated was 

reduced from 530.94 tonnes equivalent 

in 2019 to 410.16 tonnes equivalent in 

2023.

• Electricity from renewable sources on 

all GIGA premises 

• District heating on both Hamburg 

premises 

• Only vegetarian catering at GIGA 

events and meetings 

• Binding guidelines for the investment 

of the GIGA Foundation’s capital 

assets, including according to social, 

ecological, and ethical standards 

• Only recycled paper with Blue Angel 

certification used in printers and 

photocopiers 

• Starting with the 2023 edition, the 

GIGA Annual Report is only published 

digitally.

• Participation as a team in the “city 

cycling” initiative (“Stadtradeln”) 

• Subsidising public-transport use for 

our employees (Deutschlandticket) 

• Provision of suitable facilities for 

bicycle storage 

• Mainly cloud-based IT infrastructure 

(substantial reduction in energy 

consumption compared to on-site 

solutions)

• Use of online and hybrid meeting 

formats, where feasible and suitable, to 

reduce the need to take flights

• Enabling mobile work 

https://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/the-giga/sustainability-at-the-giga
https://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/the-giga/sustainability-at-the-giga
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By recognising and promoting the diverse po-

tential of our employees and aiming to create a 

working environment that is both appreciative 

of staff and free of prejudice, we continued over 

the year just gone with our efforts to make the 

Institute’s structures and processes more inclu-

sive. As an initiative taking place on the occa-

sion of German Diversity Day, held on 28 May, 

several colleagues participated in “Dia logue in 

the Dark,” being guided by a blind host through 

a lightless exhibition trail. Equipped with a long 

cane, they rediscovered a seem ingly famili-

ar world, illustrating the obs tacles visually im-

paired people face in their daily lives. In addi-

tion, we conducted a survey among employees 

on the possible introduction of a Diversity Offi-

cer. Throughout the year, our buddy programme 

offered new colleagues assistance in getting 

started at the GIGA and coming to terms with 

everyday life in Germany by matching them up 

with volunteers from among our colleagues. Ad-

ditionally, we continued to place the Institute’s 

job advertisements on portals specifically aim

ed at people with disabilities seeking employ-

ment (MyAbility).

We also made further inroads on offering 

our colleagues diversity-related training ses-

sions and workshops. “Giving and Receiving 

Feedback in Academia – Across Cultures, Hier-

archies, and Departments” saw participants re-

ceive new perspectives, tools, and practices to 

make both the giving and receiving of feedback 

more effective and enjoyable as part of a dy-

namic work culture. Based on an initia tive by 

the Works Council, members thereof, the Equal 

Opportunity Commissioners, the Inclusion Of-

ficer, and the Ombudspersons for Good Re-

search Practice joined an in-house seminar 

on Germany’s General Equal Treatment Act 

to learn more about claims and legal conse-

quences in cases of discrimination.

We also continued to promote individu-

al train ing sessions and mentoring as  regards 

equal opportunity. With support from the 

Institute’s Equal Opportunity Fund, female 

colleagues benefitted from, for example, in-

dividual coaching or participating in leader-

ship train ing, such as the Leibniz Academy’s, 

as a way to hone their professional profiles. 

Four female colleagues began participation in 

the Mentoring Programme this year, helping 

them better define individual career goals and 

the path ways to achieving them. Regarding 

our steadfast goal of reconciling work and fa-

mily life, our related offerings to GIGA emplo-

yees continued through a professional family 

https://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/diversity-and-equal-opportunities
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service, including the option of using emer-

gency childcare or mak ing use of vacation pro-

grammes, as well as events on various issues 

around the reconciliation of work and care ob-

ligations as well as on mental health.

The GIGA’s Equal Opportunity Commission-

ers Maren Wagner and Lisa Sänger and Inclu-

sion Officer Nadine Wiegmann were active in 

various networking meetings, such as the 24th 

Equal Opportunities Conference of the Leib-

niz Association, the 6th Network Meeting of 

Dual Career + der Norden, and the Leibniz 

Association’s Inclusion and Participation of 

People with Disabilities Network.

The Leibniz Association conducted its survey 

on the Leibniz equality standards once again in 

2024. The GIGA received generally pos itive re-

sults. The proportion of women at the first man

agement level (scientific positions) is 100 per 

cent, and therefore above the median propor-

tion of women across all Leibniz institutions. At 

the second level it is 25 per cent, which is below 

the average figure for women across all Leib-

niz institutions (32 per cent). On “Equality as a 

Guiding Principle” and “The Equal Opportuni-

ties Commissioner,” the GIGA is above the me-

dian of all Leibniz institutions; on “Reconciling 

Work and Family Life,” slightly below. 

“While working on a PhD, it can be difficult to see the end and what might come after. Especially 

as a young female researcher, the prospect of entering the precarious academic job market can 

be daunting. But even looking beyond academia, one might doubt whether one has the necessary 

skills for the world outside academia. The GIGA’s Mentoring Programme brings together young 

women scientists with experienced women from different sectors. In a valuable exchange, the-

se women not only present their own paths, but also help to explore their own potential paths, 

transferable skills, and what would be needed to progress.” (Désirée Reder, mentee 2023–2024).

GIGA Mentoring Programme: A Mentee’s ViewGIGA Mentoring Programme: A Mentee’s View
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With excellent research comes the responsibil-

ity to share findings, namely with a view to in-

creasing understanding of the world around us 

and creating policy-relevant recommendations. 

In 2024, the GIGA started to reassess its out-

reach activities. A Task Force on Knowledge 

Exchange led by Eckart Woertz refined our tar-

get-group orientation, an important step we 

are now building on. Additionally, we are ex-

panding our ability to showcase GIGA-gene-

rated and context-relevant data via interactive 

graphs and visualisations. This allows for the 

representation of complex issues in an acces-

sible way, and therewith their communication to 

diverse audiences. 

One of the drivers of our scholarship is close 

collaboration with the regions we study. We aim, 

accordingly, to work together with the countries 

of the “Global South.” A defining characteristic 

of our research is that it includes diverse per-

spectives and offers a plurality of approaches – 

especially ones often overlooked yet necessa-

ry to consider when addressing our intertwined 

global realities. Our doctoral researchers dedi-

cated a conference last year to exploring termi-

nology used and reflecting on ethical and prac-

tical aspects, with the premise of conducting 

better research in and with the regions. 

In May 2024, we convened within our Leib-

niz funded transfer project the first instalment 

of our Co-LABorate series. A dynamic platform 

for experts from different sectors to exchange 

ideas, over 30 specialists from around the world 

discussed global perspectives on Responsible 

Economic Statecraft. We later launch ed a re-

port supported by the Dutch Foreign Minis-

try drawing on findings from this knowledge

exchange lab, as offering a framework for the 

responsible use of tools at the intersection of 

economic, foreign, and security policy. The key 

questions we debated with these leading ex-

perts in the field were: How can we maintain the 

benefits of interdependence while safeguarding 

against its risks? What does a proactive and 

collaborative approach to statecraft involve? 

The fourth Indo-German 1.5 Track Strategic 

Dialogue took place in November 2024. Result-

ing from the Indo-German Governmental Con-

sultations, the GIGA and the German Institute 

for International and Security Affairs (SWP) wel-

comed delegations from India representing the 

Indian Council of World Affairs (ICWA) and the 

Research and Information System for Devel-

oping Countries (RIS). The occasion brought 

together academics, practitioners, and diplo-

mats seeking to analyse the IndoPacific and to 

Participants of the GIGA Participants of the GIGA 
Talk “Report Launch: Talk “Report Launch: 
Global Perspectives on Global Perspectives on 
Responsible Economic Responsible Economic 
Statecraft”Statecraft”

KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGEKNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE
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GIGA in the MediaGIGA in the Media

tackle questions of global cooperation, also as 

regards trade, tech, and climate-change miti-

gation. Ambassador Ajit Gupte (Ambassador of 

India to Germany) and Ambassador Erik Kurz-

weil (Director for IndoPacific Policy and South 

Asia, Federal Foreign Office) set the scene re-

garding the state of contemporary Indo–Ger-

man relations. 

The global order is in flux, becoming increas

ingly multipolar. In analysing the implications 

hereof and offering related policy recommen-

dations, the GIGA carries out cutting-edge 

studies in four distinct Research Programmes, 

connects them with its long-standing regional 

context-sensitivity, and disseminates pertinent 

insights. Two good examples here: On the oc-

casion of the annual visit of our Academic Ad-

visory Board, GIGA experts debated with them 

the US presidential elections and their interna-

tional perception and repercussions. Being 

open to the general public, these proceedings 

saw internationally renowned scholars contri-

bute their unique takes from a regional per-

spective. We also provided an on-the-spot 

analysis of the sudden downfall of the Bashar 

Al-Assad regime in December 2024, the region-

al implications, and the impact on Syrian dias-

poras in Europe. 

The impact of the BRICS summit, the up heaval 

in Syria, and the ongoing war in Ukraine are just 

three of the topics that GIGA researchers provid-

ed key insights and background information on 

in various media formats in 2024 – news paper 

articles, radio interviews, podcasts, and tele-

vision programmes. Diverse research results 

and analyses were provided to both national 

and international outlets, including Die ZEIT, 

NDR, Süddeutsche Zeitung, Tages themen, 

Wirtschaftswoche as well as CNN, BBC  Türkçe, 

Le Monde, the New York Times, and more. 

 Notably, GIGA researchers contributed to the 

FAZ newsletter “PRO Weltwirtschaft,” launch-

ed in 2024, with Christian von Soest’s column 

“Weltblick” regularly highlighting such hot top-

ics as sanctions, global supply chains, and 

authoritarianism. 
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GIGA Berlin OfficeGIGA Berlin Office

To cope with increasing uncertainty in  global af-

fairs and accompanying challenges, the GIGA’s 

mission to bring its research findings into syste-

matic dialogue with policymakers in the Ger-

man capital is becoming ever more relevant. 

The GIGA’s Berlin Office, located in walking 

distance of the Federal Foreign Office and the 

Bundestag, is the prime venue for this exchange 

between GIGA scholars and policy practition-

ers. The GIGA Berlin Talks (see below) combine 

on-site events, enabling always important face-

to-face interaction, with online participation, al-

lowing us to reach audiences in Africa, Asia, 

Latin America, and the Middle East. The GIGA 

Berlin Office also serves as the venue for high

level workshops bringing together internation-

al experts and the Berlin-based foreign policy 

community, as in the two-day event “Targeting: 

How the USA and EU use individual sacntions” 

held on 21–22 November 2024. 

GIGA Talks in 2024

• Report Launch: Global Perspectives on 

Responsible Economic Statecraft

• The Future of Sanctions after the US 

Elections

• Global Perspectives on BRICS+: 

Implications for Foreign Policy

• Five More Years for Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi? What to Expect from 

the Parliamentary Elections in India

• Crisis in the Red Sea: What Comes 

Next? 
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Impact Story: Perceptions of PeaceImpact Story: Perceptions of Peace

“What is peace?” – this question is at the heart 

of heated debates surrounding the wars in 

 Ukraine and the Middle East. While minimalist 

approaches equate peace with the absence of 

war, others add attributes such as just, last-

ing, and liberal peace. The GIGA contributes to 

 these discussions, inter alia, with its work on 

perceptions of peace.

Together with the Friedrich Ebert Founda-

tion in Berlin and colleagues from Cameroon, 

Colombia, the Philippines, South Sudan, Tuni-

sia, and Venezuela, GIGA scholar Sabine Kur-

tenbach is currently conducting the research 

project “PEACEptions.” It views peace as a 

process rather than a state of being, stressing 

the importance of peacebuilding beyond war or 

arm ed conflict. This is especially true in author

itarian settings seeing high levels of repression 

and in countries where violent conflict rages in 

certain subregions. 

The project shows various possibilities for ci-

vilian actors to express agency, aiming at red-

ucing different forms of violence from a peace-

building perspective. A good example of this is 

a group of mothers in Caracas, Venezuela, who 

succeeded in brokering what was essentially a 

ceasefire between different gangs. Other civil 

society organisations such as religious com-

munities, which enjoy a comparatively high le-

vel of trust among the local population, can also 

make a particularly important contribution here.

Results and practical implications were dis-

cussed at a three-day conference co-funded 

by the German Foundation for Peace Research 

in October 2024. There, further GIGA scholars 

provided valuable input, for example on the am-

bivalence of religion (Julia Köbrich) or the role 

of justice and victim rights (Maxine Rubin). Par-

ticipants exchanged ideas with representatives 

from the Federal Foreign Office and the Fed eral 

Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Devel-

opment. A public panel discussion served to 

open up the debate to a wider audience. 
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Impact Story: Weaponisation of Anti-Fake News LawsImpact Story: Weaponisation of Anti-Fake News Laws

The use of anti-fake news laws by governments 

to censor and criminalise opponents is on the 

rise globally. It is part of a larger trend where-

in illiberal and/or autocratic governments rely 

on technological and digital means to suppress 

 civil society’s rights and endeavours. With their 

scholarship and outreach activities, GIGA re-

searchers Sangeeta Mahapatra, Janjira Som-

batpoonsiri, and Andreas Ufen are helping 

counter this weaponisation of anti-fake news 

laws. 

The GIGA team organised a series of cross-

learning and capacity-building workshops in 

South and Southeast Asia – a region where over 

one-quarter of the world’s active social media 

users are located. The workshops were co-cre-

ated with local partners and benefitted over 100 

participants from journalistic, academic, legal 

aid, and digital rights organisations. One major 

result is the published “Handbook of Pushback 

Strategies,” which provides actors with differ-

ent strategies to counter digital repression.

To enable information-sharing on trends and 

patterns of anti-fake news lawfare in the region, 

the team further created an online tracker as an 

Open Access knowledge resource for research-

ers, journalists, and policymakers alike. Visua-

lisations allow for easy and customisable ac-

cess to data in real time. Additionally, both the 

code book and the raw data are available via 

the tracker’s website. The tracker and Hand-

book help strategically counter digital-related 

judicial harassment and safeguard civic rights.

The GIGA researchers also support civic and 

state interventions through policy papers, me-

dia work, blogs, articles, talks, and podcasts. 

Contributions include Mahapatra’s radio broad-

cast on BBC World Service, Sombatpoonsiri’s 

talk at the APAC Trusted Media Summit, and the 

team’s GIGA Focus and GIGA Talk, the latter 

with discussants from the Heinrich Böll Foun-

dation and the Bertelsmann Foundation. 
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The GIGA Library specialises in Area Studies 

and Comparative Area Studies, providing ac-

cess to literature on and from Africa, Asia, La-

tin America, and the Middle East concerning 

international politics, the Social Sciences, and 

research methodologies.

In previous years, the Library team develop-

ed a concept for the future acquisition and in-

dexing of literature. Books that can be pro-

cured at short notice are no longer acquired 

in advance but rather “just in time” – that is, 

on demand. These books are obtained as e-

books whenever price and terms of use allow. 

In 2024, the Library took in 158 books through 

“just in time” acquisition and 97 books per the 

“just in case” policy. Additionally, 487 were ob-

tained through gifts, employee publications, 

and the annual selection for perpetual owner-

ship as part of the Evidence-Based Acquisi tion 

model. In total, 900 new titles were added to 

the collection, bringing the Library’s holdings 

to 199,379 items. We also provide access to 

more than 12,800 e-books and 126,260 Open 

Access documents.

The Library contributes to the German In-

formation Network (FIV) and added 2,803 new 

records to the World Affairs Online (WAO) bib

liographic database. WAO is searchable in 

union catalogues, virtual subject libraries, 

subject portals, and resource-discovery sys-

tems worldwide, as shared under an Open 

Data licence. Our holdings also appear in “Ka-

talogHamburg,” a search engine operated by 

the State and University Library of Hamburg. 

This contributes to the increased visibility and 

dissem ination of the GIGA’s research findings. 

 Since 2024, our indexing activities have focused 

on literature from the Global South. The index-

ing of the GIGA’s publication series and its re-

searchers’ work appearing in print was con-

tinued in 2024.

The Library team supports GIGA scholars 

throughout the research process, including on 

metadata curation in the Institute’s research in-

formation system. We help register ISSNs and 

ISBNs, assist with Open Researcher and Con-

tributor Identifiers (ORCID) registration, and 

manage existing ORCID accounts. Since 2022, 

the Library has consistently registered “Digital 

Object Identifiers” for the GIGA Focus Series 

texts and publications forming part of third par-

ty-funded projects. Our literature-search ser-

vice has been revised. In addition to the WAO, 

“The Lens” is now used. Literature-search as-

signments are carried out in close cooperation 

with GIGA scholars. The results are provided 

Jan LüthJan Lüth
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in RIS format or directly delivered into the lit-

erature-management software Zotero. The 

feedback from the Institute’s researchers has 

been very positive: “very helpful” and a “great 

support” (quotes from an internal anonymous 

survey).

Scientific publishing is shifting to Open Ac-

cess as standard, under the lead of the Ger-

man Council of Science and Humanities and 

the German Research Foundation (DFG). The 

Library has continued its participation in trans-

formative licence agreements, ensuring that our 

researchers have reading access to major jour-

nals from Elsevier, Springer Nature, and Wil-

ey (DEAL agreements), as well as collections 

from Cambridge University Press, SAGE, and 

Taylor & Francis. Articles submitted by GIGA 

authors will be directly published in Open 

Access format. Securing publication funding 

is a strategic priority; the Library’s successful 

DFG grant application for the years 2023–2025 

supports this. The management of publication 

fees is overseen by the Library.

Our team indexed and deposited 29 GIGA 

Focus Series issues and 49 peer-reviewed jour-

nal articles by the Institute’s scholars in the So-

cial Science Open Access Repository (SSOAR). 

Focus texts were downloaded more than 

88,000 times from SSOAR; deposited articles 

more than 59,000 times. Other publications that 

have been in part digitised in cooperation with 

external partners, such as the India and Korea 

Yearbooks or “China Aktuell,” were also exten-

sively downloaded – more than 52,000 times in 

the year just gone. 

The reform process initiated in 2022 The reform process initiated in 2022 

was carried forward in 2024. The Library was carried forward in 2024. The Library 

team compiled a selection of in sti tutions team compiled a selection of in sti tutions 

from the Global South  whose publi-from the Global South  whose publi-

cations (grey literature) are to be cata-cations (grey literature) are to be cata-

logued and indexed in future. The list logued and indexed in future. The list 

of journals indexed by the Library team of journals indexed by the Library team 

was also revised according to the new criteria. A fresh cooperation agreement was entered into with the FIV, governing was also revised according to the new criteria. A fresh cooperation agreement was entered into with the FIV, governing 

the collaboration between the latter’s institutes through 2028. The Library‘s internal information pages were completely re-the collaboration between the latter’s institutes through 2028. The Library‘s internal information pages were completely re-

vised and replaced with a new SharePoint intranet website. It includes direct contact options with librarians via MS Teams vised and replaced with a new SharePoint intranet website. It includes direct contact options with librarians via MS Teams 

and feedback forms to enhance user interaction and support.and feedback forms to enhance user interaction and support.

Reform and Progress at the GIGA LibraryReform and Progress at the GIGA Library
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THIRD PARTY-FUNDED PROJECTSTHIRD PARTY-FUNDED PROJECTS

RESEARCH PROGRAMME 1: RESEARCH PROGRAMME 1: 
ACCOUNTABILITY AND PARTICIPATIONACCOUNTABILITY AND PARTICIPATION

COVID-19 and Executive Personalization in Sub-Saharan Africa, Asia, Latin America and the MENA Region (David 

Kuehn, Mariana Llanos, Thomas Richter, Martin Acheampong, Esther Song) 

DFG, 2022–2025

Democratic Institutions in the Global South (DEMINGS) (Mariana Llanos, Daniela Osorio Michel, Alina Ripplinger, 

Eduardo Tamaki)

Leibniz Competition, Leibniz Programme for Women Professors, 2021–2026 

Digital Transformation Lab / Phase II (Jann Lay, Miriam Prys-Hansen, Thomas Richter, Christian von Soest, Iris 

Wieczorek) (coordination, as of March 2024)

FFO unilateral funding, 2024–2025 (in collaboration with all Research Programmes)  

German-Latin American Centre of Infection & Epidemiology Research and Training (GLACIER) (Bert Hoffmann, 

Valeria Morales)

DAAD, lead: Univ. of Halle-Wittenberg, Charité Berlin, 2021–2025

Justifying Repression in Authoritarian Regimes of the Arab World: Official Framing and Target Audiences (Maria 

Josua)

DFG, 2019–2024

Kinship and the Affective Politics of Citizenship in Post-Revolutionary Tunisia (Alyssa Miller)

AvH Postdoctoral Fellowship, 2022–2025

Mapping and Strengthening Civil Society Response to Disinformation (Andreas Ufen, Sangeeta Mahapatra,  

Janjira Sombatpoonsiri)

National Endowment for Democracy, 2023–2025

Merian Center for Advanced Studies in the Maghreb (MECAM) / Phase II (André Bank, Thomas Richter)

BMBF, lead: University Marburg, 2023–2029

Monitoring System und Transfer Platform Radicalisation (MOTRA) / Phase I (Thomas Richter, Selman 

Almohamad, Mirna El Masri, Janosch Kleinschnittger)

BMBF, lead: BKA, 2019–2024 

Sanctions Termination in Times of Crises: Unpacking the Role of External Shocks (Julia Grauvogel, Hana Attia)

DFG (prolongation), 2022–2024 (in collaboration with Research Programme 2)  

Strengthening Civil Society Against the Weaponization of Anti-Fake News Laws: A Comparison of India, 

Indonesia, and Thailand (Andreas Ufen, Sangeeta Mahaptra, Janjira Sombatpoonsiri)

Luminate, 2023–2024

The Political Risks of Subsidy Reform in the MENA region (Thomas Richter, Moritz Schmoll, Amir Abdul Reda) 

Mohammed VI Polytechnic University, lead: Bath University, 2022–2024

The State of Disorder: Non-State Violence in Post-Authoritarian Indonesia (Abdil Mughis Mudhoffir, host: Patrick 

Köllner) 

AvH Postdoctoral Fellowship, 2024–2026

Transfer for Transformation – Knowledge Exchange with Global Reach (T4T) (Prof. Dr. Amrita Narlikar (until April 

2024), Prof. Dr. Eckart Woertz (as of May 2024), Julia Kramer, Tillmann Josua, Nora Kurzdörfer, Eduardo Valencia)

Leibniz Competition, Transfer funding line, 2022–2025 (in collaboration with all Research Programmes) 
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RESEARCH PROGRAMME 2: RESEARCH PROGRAMME 2: 
PEACE AND SECURITYPEACE AND SECURITY

Afghan Perspectives on Aid Coordination in Relation to German Development Assistance in Afghanistan: A 

Thematic Analysis (Nazir Ahmad Yosufi)

Gerda Henkel Foundation, 2024–2025

Afghan Perspectives on European Development Assistance: A Thematic Analysis (Nazir Ahmad Yosufi)

Gerda Henkel Foundation, 2023–2024

Climate, Climatic Change, and Society / Phase I (Amrita Narlikar (until April 2024), Miriam Prys-Hansen, Christian 

von Soest) 

Cluster of Excellence participation, lead: UHH, DFG, 2019–2025 (in collaboration with Research Programme 4)  

Context Matters – Country-Specific Politico-Economic Analyses, Conflict and Crises Potentials, as well as Global 

and Regional Trends / Phase III (Sabine Kurtenbach, Daniel Dückers, Sebastian Huhn, Desirée Reder, Monika 

Onken)

BMZ, 2023–2027 (in collaboration with all Research Programmes)  

Democratising Security in Turbulent Time (Sabine Kurtenbach)

IFSH, HSU and UHH, Landesforschungsförderung Hamburg, 2021–2024  

Digital Transformation Lab / Phase II (Jann Lay, Miriam Prys-Hansen, Thomas Richter, Christian von Soest, Iris 

Wieczorek (coordination, as of March 2024)

FFO unilateral funding, 2024–2025 (in collaboration with all Research Programmes)  

Diversification and Economic Resilience of Iran (Sara Bazoobandi) 

EC Marie Curie IF, 2021–2024

Maria Sibylla Merian Institute for Advanced Studies in Africa (MIASA) / Phase II (Julia Grauvogel)

BMBF, 2020–2026

Migration and Im/Mobility in the Global South in Pandemic Times (Christiane Fröhlich, lead: Antje Missbach, 

Heike Drotbohm)

DFG Scientific Network, 2021–2024 

PEACEptions (Sabine Kurtenbach)

FES, 2021–2024 

Religion for Peace. Identifying Conditions and Mechanisms of Interfaith Peace (Matthias Basedau, Lisa 

Hoffmann, Julia Köbrich)

DFG, 2020–2024 

Religion for Peace: Investigating Messengers and Messages for Interreligious Peace (Matthias Basedau, Julia 

Köbrich)

DFG (prolongation), 2024–2025  

SAGE-Centre (Sustainable Adaptation to Global Change in the Middle East) (Christiane Fröhlich, Eckart Woertz, 

lead: Katja Tielbörger)

DAAD, 2021–2025   

Sanctions Termination in Times of Crises: Unpacking the Role of External Shocks (Julia Grauvogel, Hana Attia)

DFG (prolongation), 2022–2024 (in collaboration with Research Programme 1)  
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Targeting: How the USA and EU Use Individual Sanctions (INSA) (Christian von Soest)

DSF, 2023–2026 

The Dynamics of Mass Protests (DMP): The Influence of Composition, Demands, and Tactics on Violent 

Outcomes (Christian von Soest, lead: Belén González, Nils Weidmann)

DFG, 2024–2026 

Transfer for Transformation – Knowledge Exchange with Global Reach (T4T) (Amrita Narlikar (until April 2024), 

Eckart Woertz (as of May 2024), Julia Kramer, Tillmann Josua, Nora Kurzdörfer, Eduardo Valencia)

Leibniz Competition, Transfer funding line, 2022–2025 (in collaboration with all Research Programmes)  

Women and Peace Negotiations: A Comparative Study of the Naga and Bodo Conflicts in Northeast India (Amrita 

Saikia) 

Thyssen fellowship, 2023–2024 

World Order Narratives of the Global South / Phase I (Eckart Woertz, Amrita Narlikar (until April 2024))

BMBF Area Studies Call, lead: UHH, 2021–2024 (in collaboration with Research Programme 4)  

World Order Narratives of the Global South / Phase II (Eckart Woertz)

BMBF Area Studies Call, lead: UHH, 2024–2027 (in collaboration with Research Programme 4)  

RESEARCH PROGRAMME 3: RESEARCH PROGRAMME 3: 
GLOBALISATION AND DEVELOPMENTGLOBALISATION AND DEVELOPMENT

Digital Transformation Lab / Phase II (Jann Lay, Miriam Prys-Hansen, Thomas Richter, Christian von Soest, Iris 

Wieczorek (coordination, as of March 2024))

FFO unilateral funding, 2024–2025 (in collaboration with all Research Programmes)  

Land Matrix / Phase IV (Jann Lay, Christof Althoff, Christoph Kubitza) 

BMZ, EU, SDC, 2024–2027 

Leibniz Research Alliance “INFECTIONS in an Urbanizing World – Humans, Animals, Environments (InfUrb)” 

(Renate Hartwig, Lena Merkel)

Leibniz Competition, lead: Forschungszentrum Borstel, 2021–2025 

Meaningful Stakeholder Engagement in Resource-Rich Communities: Comparative Cases from the Global South 

and High North (Nathan Andrews, host: Eckart Woertz)

AvH Fellowship for Experienced Researchers, 2024–2025

Research Network “Sustainable Global Supply Chains” / Phase II (Jann Lay, Tevin Tafese)

BMZ, lead: IDOS, 2022–2025  

Scientific Support to and Research on the Impacts of the Special Initiative “Decent Work for a Just Transition” 

(RéUsSITE) / Phase II (Jann Lay, Tabea Lakemann, Jan Priebe)

BMZ Sonderinitiative „Gute Beschäftigung für sozial gerechten Wandel“, 2023–2025  

The Modernisation of Agriculture and Occupational Change: Labor Market Impacts of Large-scale Land 

Acquisitions in Senegal (Christoph Kubitza, Regina Schnars)

STEG small grant proposal with RWI and Stockholm School of Economics, 2024–2025



4949GIGA ANNUAL REPORT 2024 THIRD PARTY-FUNDED PROJECTS

Transfer for Transformation – Knowledge Exchange with Global Reach (T4T) (Amrita Narlikar (until April 2024), 

Eckart Woertz (as of May 2024), Julia Kramer, Tillmann Josua, Nora Kurzdörfer, Eduardo Valencia)

Leibniz Competition, Transfer funding line, 2022–2025 (in collaboration with all Research Programmes) 

Wissenschaftsraum Nachhaltigkeitsgovernance globaler Wertschöpfungsketten (Jann Lay, Frauke Steglich)

Volkswagen Foundation, lead: Leuphana University, 2024–2028

RESEARCH PROGRAMME 4: RESEARCH PROGRAMME 4: 
GLOBAL ORDERS AND FOREIGN POLICIESGLOBAL ORDERS AND FOREIGN POLICIES

Climate Obstruction and Foreign Policy in Comparative Perspective (Miriam Prys-Hansen)

DAAD-CAPES, 2024–2025

Climate, Climatic Change, and Society / Phase I (Amrita Narlikar (until April 2024), Miriam Prys-Hansen, Christian 

von Soest)

Excellence Strategy participation, lead: UHH, 2019–2025 (in collaboration with Research Programme 2)  

Digital Transformation Lab / Phase II (Jann Lay, Miriam Prys-Hansen, Thomas Richter, Christian von Soest, Iris 

Wieczorek (coordination, as of March 2024))

FFO unilateral funding, 2024–2025 (in collaboration with all Research Programmes)  

Ensuring Safe, Transparent and Mutually Beneficial Collaboration with China at Analytical Research 

Infrastructures (WIKOOP-INFRA) (Margot Schüller, Marcus Conlé)

BMBF, lead: DESY, 2021–2024 

Environmental Crisis – Crisis Environments: The Contestation and Governance of Environmental Changes as 

Crisis (CrisEn) (Miriam Prys-Hansen)

Participation in Leibniz Research Network, lead: PRIF, 2021–2026  

Explaining Middle-Power Engagement in External Regions: A Comparison of Iranian, Saudi, and Turkish Sub-

Saharan Africa Policies (Jens Heibach, Mira Demidirek, Hamid Talebian)

DFG, 2022–2025 

HNC³ – Hamburg Network on Compliance in Cooperation with China (Patrick Köllner, Margot Schüller)

BMBF “Regio-China“-Call, lead: UHH, 2023–2026

Integrated Earth System Research (iESF) (Miriam Prys-Hansen)

Participation in Leibniz Research Network, lead: IOER, 2022–2026  

Leibniz Lab “Systemic Sustainability” (Miriam Prys-Hansen, Anette Ruml)

Leibniz Association, lead: IOER, 2024–2026 

Performance Monitoring Asia Pacific Research Area (APRA) / Phase II (Margot Schüller, Iris Wieczorek, Marcus 

Conlé, Yun Schüler-Zhou)

BMBF, lead: Fraunhofer ISI, 2022–2024 

Populism and Foreign Policy (Johannes Plagemann, Sandra Destradi)

DFG, 2021–2025
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Transfer for Transformation – Knowledge Exchange with Global Reach (T4T) (Amrita Narlikar (until April 2024), 

Eckart Woertz (as of May 2024), Julia Kramer, Tillmann Josua, Nora Kurzdörfer, Eduardo Valencia)

Leibniz Competition, Transfer funding line, 2022–2025 (in collaboration with all Research Programmes)  

World Order Narratives of the Global South / Phase I (Eckart Woertz, Amrita Narlikar (until April 2024))

BMBF Area Studies Call, lead: UHH , 2021–2024 (in collaboration with Research Programme 2)  

World Order Narratives of the Global South / Phase II (Eckart Woertz)

BMBF Area Studies Call, lead: UHH, 2024–2027) (in collaboration with Research Programme 2)  
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PUBLICATIONSPUBLICATIONS

PEER-REVIEWED JOURNAL ARTICLESPEER-REVIEWED JOURNAL ARTICLES
https://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/publications/refereed-articleshttps://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/publications/refereed-articles

Acheampong, Martin et al.

The Challenge of Attaining Resilient Local Structures in Grassroots Peacebuilding: A Study of Post-1994/95 Peacebuilding 

in Northern Ghana, in: Global Society, online 03.12.2024, 10.1080/13600826.2024.2435066 

Bank, André, Morten Valbjørn, and May Darwich

Forward to the Past? Regional Repercussions of the Gaza War, in: Middle East Policy, online 25.07.2024, 10.1111/

mepo.12758 (print: 2024, 31, 3, 3–17) 

Bazoobandi, Sara

Iran‘s Strategies in Response to Changes in US-China Relations, in: Middle East Policy, online 14.02.2024, 10.1111/

mepo.12727 (print: 2024, 31, 120–132) 

Chu, Sinan et al.

In the Eyes of the Beholders: The Legitimacy of Global Governance Institutions under Multipolarity, in: International 

Studies Quarterly, online 16.04.2024, 10.1093/isq/sqae034 (print: 2024, 68, 2, sqae034) 

Costa de Azevedo Marques, Tomas, and Giorgio Romano Schutte

A dinâmica do Investimento Externo Direto na China: uma análise do planejamento e desenvolvimento pós-abertura, in: 

Economia e Sociedade, online 09.08.2024, 10.1590/19823533.2024v33n3.282045 (print: 2024, 33, 3)

Crawford, Andrew et al.

Ethical Research in the German Social Sciences: Exploring the Significance and Challenges of Institutionalized Research 

Ethics Practices, in: Research Ethics, online 13.08.2024, 10.1177/17470161241270787

Grauvogel, Julia et al.

The Currency Constraint: Explaining the Selective Enforcement of U.S. Financial Sanctions, in: Foreign Policy Analysis, 

online 04.09.2024, 10.1093/fpa/orae023 (print: 2024, 20, 4, orae023)

Grauvogel, Julia et al.

The Impact of External Pressure on Companies’ Responses to Sanctions – an International Comparative Study, in:  

European Journal on Criminal Policy and Research, online 27.03.2024, 10.1007/s1061002409576y (print: 2024, 30, 1–26)

Heibach, Jens

The Benefits of Neutrality: Saudi Foreign Policy in the Wake of the Ukraine War, in: Global Policy, online 09.04.2024, 

10.1111/17585899.13355 (print: 2024, 15, 4, 789–793)

Heibach, Jens, and Luíza Cerioli

Saudi Arabia’s Ambivalent Stance on the Russia-Ukraine War: Balancing Regime Stability and Equal Sovereignty, in: 

Contemporary Security Policy, online 31.07.2024, 10.1080/13523260.2024.2384006 (print: 2024, 45, 4, 670–683)

Heibach, Jens, and Hakkı Taş
Infrastructural Power in Foreign Policy: Conceptualising States’ Efforts to Mobilise Non-state Actors, in: International 

Relations, online 26.07.2024, 10.1177/00471178241265615

Hernandez, Ariel Mascaspac et al.

Conceptualising Global Cultural Transformation: Developing Deep Institutional Scenarios for Whole of Society Change, in: 

Environmental Research Letters, online 22.08.2024, 10.1088/17489326/ad6d7f (print: 2024, 19, 094050)

https://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/publications/refereed-articles
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Hernandez, Ariel Macaspac et al.

Re-Imagining the Use of Integrated Assessment Models from a Social Science Perspective: Lessons from the Sustainable 

Development Pathways (SDP), in: Environmental Research Letters, online 22.11.2024, 10.1088/17489326/ad91c8 (print: 

2024, 19, 124070)

Hoffmann, Lisa et al.

Correlates of Peace: Religious Determinants of Interreligious Peace, in: Journal of Intervention and Statebuilding, online 

03.09.2024, 10.1080/17502977.2024.2383087

Jasim, Dastan
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Speakers: Adrian Seufert (German Federal Foreign Office), Dr. Maria Shagina (International Institute for Strategic Studies), 
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Panel discussion in cooperation with Universität Hamburg, and State University of Rio de Janeiro
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Narratives of Power, Memory and Place in Post 2003 Iraq
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Foreign Relations), and Dr. Norbert Röttgen (member of the CDU/CSU parliamentary group and the Foreign Affairs 

Committee in the German Bundestag)

South African Perspectives: The Domestic and International Implications of South Africa’s 2024 Elections

Panel discussion in cooperation with German Africa Foundation

The Future of Democracy, Fake News, and Radicalisation

Berlin Science Week

The US Presidential Election, Its International Perceptions and Repercussions

Roundtable
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Grauvogel, Julia, Dr. Onken, Monika Tappe Ortiz, Juliana, Dr.

Heibach, Jens, Dr. Osorio Michel, Daniela Tas, Hakki, Dr.

Hernandez, Ariel  Plagemann, Johannes, Dr. Ufen, Andreas, Dr.

      Macaspac, PD Dr. Dr.  Prys-Hansen, Miriam, Prof. Dr. Wieczorek, Iris, Dr.

STAFFSTAFF
EXECUTIVE BOARDEXECUTIVE BOARD
(as of 31 December 2024)(as of 31 December 2024)
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Abdulwasi, Zahra Kleeblatt, Volker Sänger, Lisa

Barth, Sabine Kleis, Pia Schneider, Urte

Bartsch, Sonja Kotzel, Uwe Schweiger, Verena

Bezerra Cardoso, Nathalice Kramer, Julia Tetzlaff, Gabriele

Brandt, Petra Lüth, Jan Uthmann, Birgit

Carstensen, Ann-Margritt Majumder, Sonja Valencia, Eduardo

Darwich, Rim Menz, Dirk Wagner, Maren, Dr.

Drews, Ulrike Nerreter, Nils Wald, Daniela

Geiger, Nora Ohlsen, Frank Wald, Daniela

Hibler, Catharina Peetz, Peter, Dr. Watermülder, Heike

Hoffendahl, Christine Powell, James, Dr. Westphal, Susann

Javanshir, Nadia Preisser, Meenakshi Wiegmann, Nadine

Josua, Tillmann Röske, Claudia Woike, Lisa

Kasiske, Marein Röhl, Nikolai Woldt, Vera

Kazakova, Elena Rörden, Jan 

STAFF OF SERVICE DEPARTMENTSSTAFF OF SERVICE DEPARTMENTS
(as of 31 December 2024)(as of 31 December 2024)
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Doctoral ThesisDoctoral Thesis

Civic Culture Without A State: Kurdish Civic 

Culture in Iraq, Iran, Turkey and Syria between 

State-Control and Resistance

The End of the Golden Weather? Addressing 

the Geoeconomic Shift in Global Trade 

Governance

Shock y política pública: determinantes 

político-institucionales de la vacunación 

contra COVID-19 en Centroamérica (Shock 

and Public Policy: Political and Institutional 

Determinants of COVID-19 Vaccination in 

Central America)

Surviving Complexity: How International 

Organizations Claim Legitimacy Under 

Conditions of Institutional Overlap. The Case 

of the African Union (AU)

GIGA ANNUAL REPORT 2024 DOCTORAL TRAINING

Al Malla, Houssein Kirchschlager, Markus Ripplinger, Alina

Anand, Adhiraaj Klenke, Jan Schnars, Regina

Ali, Hager Köbrich, Julia Shewring, Elianne

Demirdirek, Mira Kryg, Indi-Carolina Strom, Cecilia Natalie

Duggal, Mahima Lakemann, Tabea Tafese, Tevin

Fietz, Katharina Maia, Jayane Talebian, Hamid

Gedikli, Ardahan Özkan Medha Tamaki, Eduardo

Gedikli, Ardahan Özkan Mirzaei, Diba Völker, Siri Kristina

Haritz, Cornelius Osypenkova, Olena Weidemann, Askan

Haasnoot, Cornelis Pieper, Johanna Zapata Mafla, Ximena

Khalifa, Asma Reder, Désirée 

NameName

Jasim, Dastan

Kürzdörfer, Nora

Morales Rivera, Valeria

Saleh, Mona

SupervisorsSupervisors

Eckart Woertz, 

Thomas Demmelhuber

Amrita Narlikar, 

Mark Hallerberg

Bert Hoffmann

Juliana Martínez Franzoni

Tobias Lenz, 

Stephanie Hofmann

DOCTORATES EARNED IN 2024DOCTORATES EARNED IN 2024

DOCTORAL TRAININGDOCTORAL TRAINING
DOCTORAL RESEARCHERSDOCTORAL RESEARCHERS
(as of 31 December 2024)(as of 31 December 2024)
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Bank, André

Basedau, Matthias

Basedau, Matthias

Basedau, Matthias

Basedau, Matthias

Fröhlich, Christiane

Fröhlich, Christiane

Giese, Karsten

Grauvogel, Julia

Hoffmann, Bert

Hoffmann, Bert

Hoffmann, Bert

Köllner, Patrick

Köllner, Patrick

Köllner, Patrick

Köllner, Patrick

Kurtenbach, Sabine

Kurtenbach, Sabine

Kurtenbach, Sabine

Lay, Jann

Lay, Jann

Lay, Jann

Llanos, Mariana

Prys-Hansen, Miriam

Prys-Hansen, Miriam

Rubin, Maxine

Eckart Woertz

Eckart Woertz

Eckart Woertz

Project on Middle East Political Science (POMEPS); member of the Steering 

Committee

Centro de Estudos Internacionais do Iscte – Instituto Universitário de Lisboa (CEI-

ISCTE), Lisbon; member of the External Advisory Committee

Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ); member of the 

National Task Force on “Religion and Development”

Bertha-von-Suttner-Studienwerk; member of the the Academic Advisory Board

Peace Research Institute Frankfurt (PRIF); member of the Scientific Advisory Boad

German Association for Peace and Conflict Studies (AFK) speaker of the Working 

Group Science and Practice

German Network of Forced Migration Researchers; member of the Executive Board

Specialised Information Service Asia (FID Asia, CrossAsia); member of the 

Scientific Advisory Board

Maria Sibylla Merian Institute for Advanced Studies in Africa (MIASA), member of 

the Executive Council

European Council for Social Research on Latin America (CEISAL), President

Heidelberg Center for Ibero-American Studies, member of the Board of Trustees

Sir Arthur Lewis Institute of Social and Economic Studies (SALISES), The 

University of the West Indies, Mona Campus (Jamaica), Honorary Research Fellow

Asia-Pacific Business Association (OAV); member of the Advisory Board

Association for Transregional Studies, Comparative Area Studies, and Global 

Studies (CrossArea); member of the Executive Board

East Asia Institute, University Duisburg-Essen; member of the Board of Trustees

Hamburg Foundation Asia Bridge; chairperson of the Executive Board

German Association of Latin American Studies (ADLAF); Vice-President

German Foundation for Peace Research (DSF); chairperson of the Academic 

Advisory Board

Security Sector Reform Advisory Network to the United Nations; member

Land Matrix, Member of the Steering Committee

German Economic Association, Member of the Standing Field Committee of 

Development Economics

Council for Sustainable Development Policy of the City of Hamburg, Member

Latin American Association of Political Science (ALACIP); lifelong member

Hamburg Foundation Asia Bridge; member of the Board of Trustees

International Studies Association; member of the Environmental Studies Section’s 

Sprout Prize Committee

Association for African Studies in Germany (VAD); member of the Board 

(Hauptausschuss)

Barcelona Centre for International Affairs (CIDOB), Non-Resident Senior Research 

Associate

European Association for Middle Eastern Studies (EURAMES); member of the Council

World Congress of Middle East Studies (WOCMES), member of the Advisory Board

MEMBERSHIPSMEMBERSHIPS
MEMBERSHIPS AND AFFILIATIONSMEMBERSHIPS AND AFFILIATIONS (SELECTION)  (SELECTION) 
(as of 31 December 2024)(as of 31 December 2024)
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Africa–Europe Group for Interdisciplinary Studies (AEGIS)

African Studies Association in Germany (VAD); hosting of secretariat

Association for Transregional Studies, Comparative Area Studies, and Global 

Studies (CrossArea)

Euro-Mediterranean Study Commission (EuroMeSCo)

European Alliance for Asian Studies (Asia Alliance)

European Area Studies Initiative (EASI)

European Association of Development Research and Training Institutes (EADI)

European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR)

European Council for Social Research on Latin America (CEISAL)

European–Latin American Network on Governance for Development (RedGob);  

hosting of secretariat

German Association for Asian Studies (DGA); hosting of secretariat

German Association of Latin American Studies (ADLAF)

German Middle East Studies Association for Contemporary Research and 

Documentation (DAVO)

INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPSINSTITUTIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
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The GIGA is thankful for the institutional support provided by the Free and Hanseatic City of Ham-

burg (Ministry of Science, Research, Equalities and Districts), the other federal states (Länder), and 

the Federal Republic of Germany (Federal Foreign Office). The GIGA would also like to express 

its gratitude to all those institutions that have enhanced the GIGA’s research activities by granting 

project funding. The GIGA strives to maintain a high level of third party-funded project grants. In 

2024 these funds totalled EUR 3,571,074 and accounted for 23 per cent of total revenues. 

The investment of the GIGA’s capital assets is guided by a long-term strategy that aims for stabi-

lity and security, genuine preservation, ethical responsibility, and a return on assets. The Institute’s 

binding “Investment Guidelines for the Endowment Assets of the GIGA” incorporate social, en-

vironmental, and other ethical criteria.

Revenues (in EUR) 

1. Institutional support (federal and Länder)    9,043,295

2. Third-party funding for projects       3,571,074

3. Investment income from capital assets          30,363

4. Amortisation of special items (reversal of accruals, etc.)   2,903,028

5. Other operating income            67,219

Total revenues                    15,614,979

Expenses (in EUR)

1. Staff expenditures       8,674,430

2. Service expenses; material and operating expenses   3,956,341

3. Allocation to special items (accruals, etc.)    2,984,208

Total expenses                   15,614,979

Dr. Peter PeetzDr. Peter Peetz
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FINANCIAL STATEMENTFINANCIAL STATEMENT
FINANCIAL STATEMENT FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
1 January – 31 December 20241 January – 31 December 2024

https://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/the-giga/#Documents
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Dr. Eva Gümbel (Chair)

Dr. Christian Becker  

(Deputy Chair)

Niels Annen

Orlando Baquero

Dr. h.c. Edelgard Bulmahn

Andreas Cichowicz

Prof. Dr. Louise Fawcett

Gottfried von Gemmingen

Christoph Kannengießer

Philip Koch

Prof. Dr. Sebastian Lentz

Wolfgang Niedermark

Corinna Nienstedt

Ruprecht Polenz

Helene Rang

Almut Rößner

State Councillor, Ministry of Science, Research, Equalities and Districts, Free and 

Hanseatic City of Hamburg

Federal Foreign Office, Berlin

Member of the German Bundestag and State Secretary at the Ministry for 

Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), Berlin

Latin American Business Association, Hamburg

Former Vice President of the German Bundestag, Berlin

NDR Editor-in-Chief Television, Hamburg

University of Oxford, Great Britain

Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), Bonn

German-African Business Association, Hamburg

Head of Strategy and International Relations, Hamburg Chamber of Commerce

Director, Leibniz Institute for Regional Geography, Vice President of the Leibniz 

Association, Leipzig

The Federation of German Industries (BDI), Berlin

Head of the State Office, Hamburg, Senate Chancellery

German Society for East European Studies, Berlin

German Near and Middle East Association (NUMOV), Berlin

German Asia-Pacific Business Association, Hamburg

BOARDSBOARDS
BOARD OF TRUSTEESBOARD OF TRUSTEES

ACADEMIC ADVISORY BOARDACADEMIC ADVISORY BOARD

Prof. Dr. Louise Fawcett 

(Chair)

Prof. Dr. Mark Hallerberg 

(Deputy Chair)

Prof. Dr. Amitabh Mattoo 

(Deputy Chair)

Prof. Dr. Steven Bernstein

Prof. Dr. Aurel Croissant

Prof. Dr. Daniel Drezner

Prof. Dr. Anita Engels

Prof. Dr. Ulrike Grote

Prof. Dr. Robert Howse

Prof. Dr. Henry Kwasi 

Prempeh

Prof. Dr. Valérie Rosoux

Prof. Dr. Natalia 

Saltalamacchia

University of Oxford, Great Britain

Hertie School of Governance, Berlin, Germany

Jawaharlal Nehru University India

University of Toronto, Canada

University of Heidelberg, Germany

Tufts University, The Fletcher School, Medford, USA

University of Hamburg, Germany

Leibniz University Hannover, Germany

New York University School of Law, USA

Ghana Center for Democratic Development, Accra, Ghana

Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium

Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México, Mexico City, Mexico



7070GIGA ANNUAL REPORT 2024 BOARDS

Katja Linke (Chair)

Dr. Christian Becker 

(Deputy Chair)

Jürgen Bethke†

Dr. Thomas Held

Ministry of Science, Research, Equalities and Districts, Free and Hanseatic City of 

Hamburg

Federal Foreign Office, Berlin

Leibniz-Institut für Analytische Wissenschaften (ISAS), Dortmund

German Foundation for Peace Research (DSF), Osnabrück

COUNCIL FOR FINANCIAL AFFAIRSCOUNCIL FOR FINANCIAL AFFAIRS

The GIGA mourns Jürgen Bethke, who served our financial council for many years.
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German Institute for Global and Area Studies (GIGA)

Leibniz-Institut für Globale und Regionale Studien

The German Institute for Global and Area Studies (GIGA) is an independent socialscience re-

search institute based in Hamburg. It analyses political, social, and economic developments in 

Africa, Asia, Latin Americ a, and the Middle East and compares issues of accountability and par-

ticipation, peace and security, globalisation and development, and global orders and foreign po-

licies across world regions. The GIGA is committed to scholarship that is global in content, struc-

ture, and reach. It combines in-depth area expertise and interdisciplinary comparison. Its unique 

approach provides for impactful new insights and allows the institute to br ing original value-ad-

ded to the field. Researchbased policy advice and knowledge transfer to the wider public are es-

sential elements of its mandate. The GIGA operates the largest non-university information centre 

for area and comparative area studies in Germany and maintains a liaison office in Berlin. The in-

stitute has 150 staff members and belongs to the Leibniz Association. It is funded by the German 

Federal Foreign Office, the Hamburg Ministry of Science, Research, Equalities and Districts and 

the other federal states. It also acquires a substantial amount of competitive third-party funding. 

President (ad interim): Prof. Dr. Sabine Kurtenbach

Chairperson of Board of Trustees: Dr. Eva Gümbel

Chairperson of Academic Advisory Board: Prof. Dr. Louise Fawcett

German Institute for Global and Area Studies (GIGA)

Leibniz-Institut für Globale und Regionale Studien

Neuer Jungfernstieg 21  |  20354 Hamburg  |  Germany

Phone: +49 40 42825-593  |  Fax: +49 40 42825-547

Email: info@giga-hamburg.de  |  Web: www.giga-hamburg.de

The GIGA Annual Report is available at the GIGA website, where detailed

information about the institute’s activities and research programmes can

also be found.
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