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German Institute for Global and Area Studies (GIGA) / Leibniz-Institut für Globale und  
Regionale Studien is an independent social-science research institute based in Hamburg. It 
analyses political, social, and economic developments in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the 
Middle East, and links this knowledge to questions of global significance. It combines region-
specific analysis with innovative comparative research on accountability and participation, 
peace and security, globalisation and development, and global orders and foreign policies. 
Subject to final funding approval, the GIGA seeks to appoint a  
 

Doctoral Researcher (m/f/d) 
 
to join our research projects on „Co-creating narrative-based near-term climate predic-
tions to prepare for volatile future climates“ and „Varieties of Climate Agency”, within 
the framework of the Cluster of Excellence “Climate, Climatic Change, and Society” (CLICCS 
II) led by the University of Hamburg. Applications are invited for a part-time position (65%), 
with an initial contract of 3 years, starting 1 April 2026. The salary is commensurate with EG 
13 TV-AVH / TVöD. 
 
The successful candidate will work at the intersection of both projects and:  

• examine the impact of narrative-based near-term predictions on adaptive agency in 
different contexts, 

• systematise research findings and develop conceptualisations for different types of cli-
mate agency,  

• will have the opportunity to work towards the completion of a PhD thesis on the topic 
of knowledge co-production in the Global South, 

• play a leading role in contributing to and implementing project activities, including work-
shops, colloquia, and joint publications, and 

• present research findings at specialist conferences and publish results in peer-re-
viewed journals, as well as in relevant policy formats, where appropriate. 

 
Jointly, the project lays the foundation for a social science analysis on climate agency, espe-
cially taking account of epistemic agency generated through practices of knowledge produc-
tion in the Global South. We develop conceptual approaches and methodological tools to 
map different types of agency, identify institutional settings that enable or constrain them, 
and examine conditions of access to participation.  
 
Qualifications: 

• You hold an excellent Masters’ degree in the social sciences (e.g. International Rela-
tions, Political Science, Sociology).  

• You have a demonstrated interest in, and knowledge of, the advertised research field; 
initial academic publications are an advantage.  

• Familiarity with, and initial experience of, qualitative research methods, including inter-
views, ethnographic, or participatory research. 

• You have excellent written and spoken English language skills. Good German lan-
guage skills are an advantage but not a requirement.  

• You are an excellent team player: Communication skills, team orientation and initiative 
are required. 
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• International research experience, networking skills, and experience working with in-
terdisciplinary teams are desirable. 

 
The Research Fellow will become a member of the GIGA Doctoral Programme. 
 
Other part-time options will be considered, if so desired by the successful candidate. Diver-
sity and the reconciliation of work and family life are of great importance to the institute and 
the University of Hamburg. Both institutions promote the equality of all genders. Addition-
ally, we actively encourage applications from persons with disabilities. 
 
The Cluster of Excellence “Climate, Climatic Change, and Society” (CLICCS II) investigates 
climate dynamics and climate-related social dynamics, as well as the interactions between 
the two (details: https://www.cliccs.uni-hamburg.de/about-cliccs/cliccs-ll.html ). To this end, 
we are looking for colleagues from a wide range of disciplines. We are proud to work to-
gether in a truly integrating manner. Our partners, e.g. the Max Planck Institute for Meteorol-
ogy, Helmholtz Centre Hereon or the German Climate Computing Centre are also hiring. All 
jobs: www.cliccs.uni-hamburg.de/jobs 
 
Please fill out the GIGA application form (found at https://www.giga-hamburg.de/en/career 
and send it with your full application (Ref.-No. GIGA-25-11) including relevant supporting 
documentation (cover letter, CV, copies of credentials/diplomas/certificates, names of at 
least two referees) as one document (except for the completed GIGA application form) to: 
 
German Institute for Global and Area Studies (GIGA),  
Neuer Jungfernstieg 21, 20354 Hamburg, Germany  
Email: jobs-25-11@giga-hamburg.de (email applications are particularly welcome). 
 
 
Screening of applications will begin on 1 December 2025 
 
For further information, please visit the GIGA homepage (www.giga-hamburg.de) or contact 
Prof. Dr. Miriam Prys-Hansen (email: miriam.prys@giga-hamburg.de and Prof. Dr. Antje Wie-
ner (email: antje.wiener@uni-hamburg.de). 
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