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Dear Readers

It is with great pleasure that I present to you our Annual Report for 2017. 

The last few years of our hard work seem to be paying off, evident most strongly in 

our academic output and accolades. Our scholars won several prestigious prizes in 

2017, which represent significant firsts for the GIGA. Just one example is the Leibniz 

Dissertation Award, for which our promising doctoral students had already received 

recognition in the past by being on the shortlist – no mean achievement in itself. This 

year, for the first time, a GIGA doctoral student is a recipient of this prize. Another un­

precedented development was the dramatic increase in the quality of our already strong 

publications: over 40% of our articles are now in the category of “A journals,” and our 

researchers have also started publishing books with prestigious university presses.

In commitment to the Leibniz motto of “theoria cum praxi”, we have tried to ensure 

that our research makes a useful contribution to the real world. The G20 Summit in 

Hamburg provided us with a valuable opportunity to prove our strengths in this regard. 

We were involved in different parts of the official outreach processes. Through a series 

of events, we also engaged in dissemination and engagement with the informed public 

in Hamburg and beyond. Our research on the subject was picked up by politicians, and 

was also featured in some top national and international media outlets. 

The Institute is growing and evolving, also via our updated recruitment procedures.  

Together, with long-standing members of the Institute and newly appointed ones, we 

strive to push the frontiers of research excellence and impact. I hope this Annual Report 

gives you a small but delicious flavour of our strivings.

Yours truly

Amrita Narlikar

Prof. Dr. Amrita Narlikar, D.Phil. (Oxon), Ph.D. (Cantab) 

President of the GIGA
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Young GIGA Scholars Win Prestigious PhD Awards

Julia Strasheim, a GIGA Doctoral Programme gra‑ 

duate, was awarded two of the most highly re‑

nowned dissertation prizes in Germany. For her 

thesis “Interim Governments and the Stability of 

Peace,” she received both the Körber Founda‑

tion’s Deutscher Studienpreis and the Leibniz As‑

sociation’s dissertation award in the category hu‑

manities and social sciences. Jens Heibach, who 

joined the GIGA Institute of Middle East Studies 

(IMES) in early 2017, won the Middle East Stud‑

ies Association’s (DAVO) dissertation prize for his 

thesis “Oppositional Cooperation under Authori‑

tarianism: The Case of the Joint Meeting Parties 

in Yemen.”

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/awards

GIGA Annual Report 2017

Highlights 2017

Debating Conflict Transformation and Peace

At the international conference “Envisioning Peace | Transforming Conflict,” held in De‑

cember in Hamburg, top-level scholars came together with practitioners from around 

the world to discuss a multilevel and pluralist approach to peace and conflict research. 

The event was part of the GIGA’s Global Transitions Conference series.

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/gt-2017
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Dr. Julia Strasheim
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GIGA Journal Now Co-Edited by King’s College LONDON

Since 2017, the GIGA’s Journal of Current Chinese 

Affairs, one of the leading journals for international 

research on Greater China, has been co-edited by  

the King’s College–based Lau China Institute in 

London. The journal provides peer-reviewed arti

cles on political, economic, and social develop‑

ments in the People’s Republic of China, Hong 

Kong, Macau, and Taiwan. It publishes first-class,  

innovative research findings from academics across  

the globe. Like the GIGA, the Lau China Institute is 

home to outstanding expertise on China and has 

an extensive international cooperation network. It 

is thus an ideal partner for the further development 

of the journal.

www.currentchineseaffairs.org

Highlights 2017

Top-Level Panel on G20 at Hamburg Town Hall

In late June, just before the G20 summit in Hamburg, GIGA President Amrita Narlikar 

examined the prospects of the G20 process during a GIGA panel discussion with Wael 

Hmaidan (Climate Action Network, CAN) and Lars-Hendrik Röller, Germany’s G20 Sher‑

pa. See also “Impact Story: G20” (page 49) for further G20-related activities at the GIGA.

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/G20

King’s College  
London
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GIGA Now Research Hub on International Negotiations 

The GIGA has taken on an active role in the widely 

renowned research network Processes of Inter‑

national Negotiation (PIN). In November GIGA 

President Amrita Narlikar joined PIN’s Steering 

Committee and, on behalf of the GIGA, signed an 

agreement to host the network’s secretariat from 

2018. PIN includes more than 4,000 scholars and 

practitioners of international negotiation from all  

over the world. It encourages and organises re‑

search on a broad spectrum of topics related to the 

process of international negotiation. Amongst oth‑

er activities, it holds workshops and conferences  

and regularly publishes PIN Points, its highly re

garded newsletter. 

www.pin-negotiation.org

Award for Data Set on Global State Finances

The Comparative Politics Section of the American Political Science Association (APSA) 

conferred the 2017 Lijphart/Przeworski/Verba Data Set Award to Thomas Richter and 

Viola Lucas for their Global State Revenues and Expenditures (GSRE) Data Set. The 

data collection provides information on state income and expenditure around the world.

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/GSRE
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Joint Professorships Deepen University Cooperation

The GIGA has strengthened its university partner‑

ships. We are delighted to have deepened the co‑

operation with our primary university partner, Uni‑

versität Hamburg. In December 2016, the GIGA 

and Universität Hamburg signed a new framework 

agreement to intensify their collaboration in teach‑

ing and research. The two upcoming director va‑

cancies at ILAS and IMES will be joint appointments. 

The IAA directorship is planned as the first joint 

professorship with Freie Universität Berlin. Also,  

the GIGA is establishing two junior professorships, 

with University of Göttingen in Development or In‑

ternational Economics and with Leuphana Univer‑

sity Lüneburg in Sustainable Governance.

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/national-partners

Training for Young German Diplomats at the GIGA

In March 40 trainees from the FFO’s Foreign Service Academy came to Hamburg to 

learn about the GIGA’s latest research results. The visit reflects the Institute’s enhanced 

cooperation with the FFO – other examples of which include President Narlikar’s lecture 

at the FFO conference commemorating the Brandt Commission in August.

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/policy-advice

Universität  
Hamburg
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Institute of
African Affairs

(IAA)

Institute of
Asian Studies

(IAS)

Institute of 
Latin American
Studies (ILAS)

Institute of
Middle East

Studies (IMES)

Research ProgrammeResearch ProgrammeResearch ProgrammeResearch ProgrammeResearch Programme 3: 

Growth and DevelopmentGrowth and DevelopmentGrowth and DevelopmentGrowth and DevelopmentGrowth and Development

Research Programme 2: Research Programme 2: Research Programme 2: Research Programme 2: Research Programme 2: 

Peace and SecurityPeace and SecurityPeace and SecurityPeace and SecurityPeace and Security

Research Programme 1: Research Programme 1: Research Programme 1: Research Programme 1: Research Programme 1: 

Accountability and ParticipationAccountability and ParticipationAccountability and ParticipationAccountability and ParticipationAccountability and Participation

Research Programme 4: Research Programme 4: Research Programme 4: Research Programme 4: Research Programme 4: 

Power and IdeasPower and IdeasPower and IdeasPower and IdeasPower and Ideas

The GIGA stands for an approach to schol‑

arship that is global in content, reach, and 

structure. We investigate political, social, 

and economic developments in Africa, Asia, 

Latin America, and the Middle East, as well 

as global issues. We combine in‑depth 

area expertise with comparative, interdis‑

ciplinary, and multi‑level analysis, and sys‑

tematically incorporate the philosophical 

traditions and historical experiences of dif‑

ferent world regions.

Research at the GIGA is guided by 

our ambition to contribute to the positive 

development of society. In our under‑

standing, academic and societal impact 

are closely intertwined and mutually rein‑

forcing. The GIGA conducts rigorous re‑

search of the highest academic standards 

on core issues of our time: political par‑

ticipation in authoritarian and democratic 

settings, peace and security, fair and sus‑

tainable globalisation, and global norm‑

setting. 

One of the hallmarks of GIGA’s re‑

search is authoritarian politics. The Leibniz‑

funded International Diffusion and Coop‑

eration of Authoritarian Regimes or IDCAR 

network had a highly productive year 2017, 

with a number of well‑received publica‑

tions, academic and policy events, and 

reseArcH At tHe gigA

Prof. Dr. 
Amrita Narlikar, 
President of the 

GIGA
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Figure 1: GIGA Research Matrix
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good media resonance. New senior re‑

cruitments and recently acquired DFG-

funded projects on the role of diasporas 

for authoritarian rule, on authoritarian re

gimes’ handling of sanctions, and on mili‑

tary behaviour in authoritarian settings will  

contribute to the further development of 

this topic at the GIGA. Successful third-

party funding applications and new re‑

cruitments also boost the GIGA’s work 

on different facets of democratic politics, 

such as presidentialism, populism, and mi- 

gration laws.

The war in Syria, violent conflicts, forced 

migration, but also peace processes such 

as in Colombia led to an increased de‑

mand for scholarly knowledge on issues 

of peace and security. Due to its long-

standing expertise in this field, the GIGA 

is well-prepared to respond. The Global 

Transitions Conference 2017 “Envisioning 

Peace | Transforming Conflict”, the GIGA’s 

research on the determinants of conflicts, 

the media interest in the regional expertise of 

its scholars, its publications and open ac‑

cess datasets, and the third-party funded  

projects generated out of the concluded 

network Institutions for Sustainable Peace, 

are just some examples of the Institute’s 

impact on academic and societal debates. 

They also show the added value of Compar‑

ative Area Studies, a key part of the GIGA’s  

Global Approach, which creates new per‑

spectives on developments in different 

world regions and their repercussions for 

Europe and beyond. 

A further important strand of the GIGA’s re‑

search deals with the question on how to 

achieve a fair and sustainable globalisation. 

In 2017, the GIGA particularly contributed 

to the debates related to the G20 summit 

(see Impact Story on page 49 for more de‑

tails). The Institute’s work on socio-eco‑

nomic transitions encompasses all levels 

– from global economic negotiations to na‑

tional frameworks for investment policies 

to local employment and income effects. It 

is characterised by interdisciplinarity, inten‑

sive fieldwork and the plurality and rigour of 

the methods applied. In collaboration with 

partners in the regions, GIGA scholars pur‑

sue projects on the middle class, pro-poor 

policies, trade, climate change, or land ac‑

quisitions. We also play a central role in the 

international Land Matrix partnership. 

GIGA’s research on the influence of 

power and ideas on global norm-setting 

builds on well established work on re‑

gional powers, contested leadership, and 

reluctance. Two new research projects 

were approved: a Leibniz Junior Research 

Group on the Legitimation of Regional Or‑

ganisations, and a DFG-funded project on 

Legitimate Multipolarity. Both projects put 

special emphasis on analytical concepts 

and theoretical frameworks developed in 

the global south. Together with our many 

other research projects they substantiate 

the GIGA’s role as an intellectual bridge 

between theory and practice, and be‑

tween theories, frameworks, and cases 

from different parts of the world.
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Public interest in better understanding 

Europe’s neighbouring continent is grow‑

ing. Policymakers put Africa high on the 

agenda in 2017, as evidenced by the Fed- 

eral Ministry for Economic Cooperation and  

Development’s (BMZ) launch of its so-

called Marshall Plan with Africa. The Ger‑

man G20 presidency also initiated the 

G20–Africa partnership and the Compact 

with Africa, an initiative aimed at increas‑

ing both private and infrastructure invest‑

ment in Africa. 

IAA researchers offered advice to 

those involved in and commented on  

these policy processes. They also used 

various formats to address the general 

public on these developments. The re- 

spected GIGA Focus Africa series cov‑

ered many hot topics in sub-Saharan Af‑

rica in 2017, including Germany’s Africa 

policy and the Compact with Africa initia‑

tive, European migration policies, the rise 

of religious conflicts, and the state of de‑

mocracy, particularly in southern Africa.

The IAA was involved from the beginning 

in the Africa-related activities of Think20 

(T20), an engagement group for the G20 

process. At the T20 Africa Conference in 

Johannesburg Jann Lay spoke on a panel  

on trade and investment as part of a 

broader discussion on future cooperation 

options between the G20 and Africa. 

At the GIGA Berlin Office the IAA or‑

ganised a GIGA Talk event in which the 

panelists discussed the prospects and 

pitfalls of the Compact with Africa initia‑

tive. Two of the speakers – a representa‑

tive of the United Nations Economic Com‑

mission for Africa and an academic from 

South Africa (the only African G20 mem‑

ber state) – represented African views. 

The third speaker was a representative of 

the Federal Ministry of Finance who con‑

tributed to the official Compact with Africa 

framework document that was endorsed 

by the G20 Finance Ministers. 

In his GIGA Focus on the Compact 

with Africa Jann Lay stresses that support  

Apl. Prof. Dr.  
Jann Lay

Institute of African Affairs
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Within the framework of the GIGA Research Platform Africa, 

IAA scholar Simone Schotte examined the South African mid‑

dle class during her research stays at the University of Cape 

Town. In a joint paper with Murray Leibbrandt, Director of the  

Southern Africa Labour and Development Research Unit 

(SALDRU), and another co-author from SALDRU, she reveals that only about 20 per 

cent of the South African population can be considered stably middle class. Schotte’s 

research makes an important conceptual and empirical contribution to upbeat debates 

around the phenonmenon of emerging middle classes in the developing world.

to Africa can only succeed as a long-term 

comprehensive endeavour. This is be‑

cause income differences between Africa 

and Europe and thus migration pressures 

will remain substantial in the foreseeable 

future. Lay also contends that comprehen- 

sive strategies towards Africa need to ex‑

tend beyond development aid. Elsewhere, 

IAA researchers have argued that such 

strategies must include fair and predict‑

able trade and investment regimes. 

In her widely read GIGA Focus, Nicole 

Hirt emphasises the point that Europe’s 

migration policies towards Africa have to  

encompass more than merely blocking 

migration routes. She highlights the need 

for tailored solutions that facilitate legal 

temporary migration from West Africa, 

where economic motives for migration 

predominate.

Effectively supporting African develop

ment and building a partnership with Af‑

rica requires a better understanding of 

change in African economies, polities, and  

societies. One important aspect of such 

change is the growing influence of and in‑

teraction with China and Chinese actors. 

In a sequence of projects that concluded 

in 2017 IAA researchers shed light on the 

impact of Chinese traders on African mar‑

kets and on the experiences of West Afri‑

can traders in China.

Political and societal processes can be 

best understood through field research,  

which is an essential component of almost  

all research projects conducted at the IAA, 

and by collaborating with African partners.  

In 2017 the IAA participated in an ambi‑

tious proposal led by the University of 

Freiburg to build the Merian Institute for 

Advanced Studies Africa at the University  

of Ghana in Accra (MIASA), which was 

selected for funding by the German Fed‑

eral Ministry for Education and Research 

(BMBF). Under the general topic “sustain‑

able governance,” the IAA’s contribution 

to MIASA will focus on sustainable agri‑

cultural transformation.

Research Collaboration with the University of Cape Town

Simone Schotte
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“Turbulent” and “eventful” best describe 

2017 in Asia: North Korea intensified its 

nuclear and missile testing and, as a result, 

incurred new UN sanctions and saw ten‑

sions with the US escalate. President Park 

Geun-hye of South Korea was impeached 

and replaced via election by the progres‑

sive Moon Jae-in. A snap election in Japan 

confirmed the parliamentary supermajority 

of the LDP-led government. China and India  

were involved in a military stand-off at 

Doklam. China also exerted great efforts 

to push its ambitious global Belt and Road 

Initiative (BRI). The Rohingya crisis in Myan- 

mar escalated. And some parts of Asia ex‑

perienced a rise in populism – notably, the 

Philippines under the leadership of Presi‑

dent Rodrigo Duterte. 

These events generated significant in‑

terest and were examined by scholars at 

the GIGA Institute of Asian Studies (IAS). 

The IAS organised a number of conferences  

and workshops in collaboration with part‑

ner institutions in the region, including its 

biannual flagship conference Changing 

Asia (see below); a workshop on the con‑

tours, causes, and consequences of popu- 

lism in Asia, held at the Kuala Lumpur 

campus of Monash University; and a work- 

shop on the contributions of area studies  

to academia and policymaking, held at 

the Beijing Foreign Studies University and 

funded by the Alexander von Humboldt 

Foundation. The Beijing workshop was 

attended by a number of former visiting 

fellows of the IAS and helped to establish 

new contacts. 

Two third party–funded projects were 

brought to a successful close in 2017: 

West African Traders as Translators be‑

tween Chinese and African Urban Moder‑

nities (funding: DFG) and Gender Norms, 

Labour Supply and Poverty Reduction in 

Comparative Context: Evidence from Ru‑

ral India and Bangladesh (funding: ESRC/

DFID). 

Third-party funding was also acquired 

for conferences and for three new pro‑

Prof. Dr.  
Patrick Köllner
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Institute of Asian Studies
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In cooperation with the Institute for Defence Studies and Ana

lyses (IDSA, New Delhi), the China Foreign Affairs University 

(CFAU, Beijing), the University of Virginia (UVA, Charlottesville), 

and the Konrad Adenauer Foundation (KAS), the IAS held its 

biannual flagship conference, Changing Asia, in New Delhi in 

September. The conference, supported by the KAS and the ZEIT Foundation and this 

time hosted by the IDSA, focused on the implications of the rise of China and India for 

regional and global governance. It brought together participants from eight countries 

and culminated in a scholar–practitioner policy roundtable. 

GIGA Institute of ASIAN STUDIES

jects: Competing Regionalisms in South‑

east Asia (funding: EU Horizon 2020; lead: 

EFEO, Paris), Asian Conceptions of Le‑

gitimate Multipolarity in the International 

System (funding: DFG), and Monitoring 

the Asia-Pacific Research Area (funding: 

BMBF; lead: Fraunhofer ISI). 

The IAS welcomed five visiting fellows 

– funded by the Thyssen Foundation, the 

DAAD/Leibniz Association, or the GIGA 

Research Platform India – for periods of 

three months to two years in 2017. Christian  

Wirth, an expert on maritime governance 

in Asia, joined the IAS’s research staff, 

while three more fellows are scheduled to 

join the institute in early 2018.

Three doctoral students successfully  

defended their Asia-related dissertations  

in 2017. IAS fellow Julia Strasheim won 

two prestigious awards – the Körber Foun- 

dation’s German Dissertation Award and 

the Leibniz Association’s Dissertation 

Award – for her doctoral thesis on secur‑

ing peace after violent conflict. 

IAS researchers were very active in 2017, 

producing excellent academic publications,  

drafting briefing papers, appearing on the 

media, participating in bilateral dialogue 

and advisory forums, organising a public 

forum on German–Indian relations for India 

Week Hamburg 2017, and contributing to  

the training of young diplomats. The IAS 

also organised public events in Hamburg  

and Berlin on the future of free trade (as 

part of the GIGA’s G20 activities), the im‑

plications of China’s BRI initiative, and  

populism in Asia. 

The GIGA also hosted the 50th an‑

niversary conference of the German As‑

sociation for Asian Studies (DGA), whose 

secretariat is based at the IAS. In addi‑

tion, the IAS continued to publish its two 

well-known peer-reviewed, open-access 

journals: the Journal of Current Chinese 

Affairs (in cooperation with the Lau China 

Institute, King’s College London, since 

2017) and the Journal of Current South‑

east Asian Affairs.

Changing Asia 2017 Conference in New Delhi

Medha at the  
Changing Asia  
Conference
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Latin America had a difficult 2017. The 

Trump presidency created problems for 

many Latin American nations, especially 

Mexico. Despite the Left’s narrow victory 

in Ecuador, the continent’s shift to the right 

was consolidated by Macri’s midterm elec‑

tion success in Argentina and the Right re‑

gaining the presidency in Chile. In Colom‑

bia the peace process still faces big chal‑

lenges, as GIGA researches have pointed 

out in Foreign Affairs Latinoamérica, for ex- 

ample. The ongoing Venezuelan crisis and 

the regime’s authoritarian shift have cre‑

ated a predicament for Latin American re‑

gional cooperation as regional organisa‑

tions have failed in their efforts to mediate 

the crisis. GIGA scholars featured promi‑

nently in media analyses of the events in 

Venezuela. 

Regionalism and regional organisa‑

tions were a major research topic at the 

ILAS, which is reflected both in the con‑

ferences (see below) organised by and 

the publications of ILAS scholars, such as 

Tobias Lenz’s articles in Economy and So‑

ciety and International Theory and other  

researchers’ contributions to the GIGA 

Focus series and further academic jour‑

nals. 

Democracy continued to face many 

challenges in Latin America: populism, cor- 

ruption, clientelism, weak presidencies on 

the brink of impeachment, and – in Nica‑

ragua and Honduras – subversion. In 2017 

ILAS researchers analysed both Latin 

American presidential democracy and the 

sustainability of democracy.

Migration remained an important topic  

in many Latin American countries, espe-

cially in Mexico and Central America, as 

did their relationship with the United 

States. The DFG research project Poli‑

ties beyond Borders: The New Dynamics 

of Emigrant Politics and Policies in Latin 

America successfully concluded in 2017 

with several high-impact publications in 

the Journal of Ethnic and Migration Stud‑

ies, Political Geography, and Citizenship 

Prof. Dr.  
Detlef Nolte
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The Brazil-based Research Platform Latin America co-organ‑

ised three important conferences on crucial regional topics:  

“Violence, Resources, Justice and the Perspective of Power” in  

Bogotá in cooperation with the Universidad de los Andes, “Re

gionalism Under Stress: Toward Fragmentation and Disintegra‑

tion?” in São Paulo in cooperation with the DAAD Martius Chair at the Universidade de 

São Paulo, and the European–Latin American Network on Governance for Development’s 

(RedGob) 2017 annual conference “The Sustainability of Democracy in the Trump Era” in Rio 

de Janeiro in cooperation with PUC-Rio (Pontifícia Universidade Católica do Rio de Janeiro).

GIGA Institute of Latin American Studies

Studies and various outreach events. The 

project laid the foundations for the new 

and more broadly comparative project 

Every Immigrant Is an Emigrant: How Mi‑

gration Policies Shape the Paths to Inte- 

gration (2017–2020), which includes ex‑

periences from Asia and Europe; the 

project will be financed via the Leibniz 

Competition and coordinated by Luicy 

Pedroza. In September the GIGA orga- 

nised an outreach conference in Hamburg 

with the EU–LAC Foundation titled “Forg‑

ing Bonds with Emigrants: Challenges for 

Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean,”  

which brought together researchers and 

practitioners. The CAF Development Bank  

of Latin America co-financed the confer‑

ence after signing a cooperation agree‑

ment with the GIGA which saw the GIGA 

become part of the CAF’s European Aca‑

demic Network. 

The political and social impacts of mi‑

gration are also at the heart of the DFG-

funded project The Return of Race-Based 

Inequalities in Contemporary Cuba, led by 

Bert Hoffmann and Katrin Hansing.

There were also some personnel chang‑

es in the ILAS in 2017. Almut Schilling- 

Vacaflor, who specialises in the rights of 

indigenous peoples, left after seven years 

as a research fellow but remains affiliated 

through an ongoing research project. And 

Saskia Ruth – whose research focuses on 

clientelism, populism, and the quality mea- 

surement of democracy – joined the ILAS 

as research fellow in December. 

Several doctoral students finished their  

theses. Ana Karen Negrete García defend

ed her doctoral thesis on microenterprise 

performance and economic development 

in Mexico. Lisa Bunselmeyer handed in 

her dissertation on the impact of the Truth 

and Reconciliation Commission and the 

reparation programme on social cohesion 

in Peru. And Christoph Heuser submitted 

his thesis on the relationship between or‑

ganised crime and the state in post-war 

Peru.

Challenges for Peace, Democracy, and Regionalism

Faculty of Law,  
University of São 
Paulo: Venue of the 
“Regionalism Under 
Stress” conference
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In comparison with previous years, the 

Middle East produced better news in 2017. 

The Syrian Civil War and the international 

war against the so-called Islamic State (IS) 

began to wind down and the IS caliphate 

established in 2014 had been defeated. 

Nevertheless, Syria’s relative stabilisation 

was accompanied by at least 500,000 fa

talities and the survival of the Assad re‑

gime, while the virus of Islamist terrorism 

remains. Other militant conflicts and wars  

persist, and regional and national instability 

prevails. Thus, despite the relative upturn  

in fortunes for the Middle East, it remained 

a region of turmoil and conflict.

As in previous years, the Gulf region 

was the main theatre of political quarrels.  

The struggle between Iran and Saudi Ara‑

bia for supremacy dominated the politi‑

cal landscape and fuelled partisanship 

in 2017, with Saudi Arabia grabbing the 

biggest headlines in this regard. Domesti‑

cally, the Gulf state had seen Muhammad 

bin Salman become crown prince in June 

and initiate a political purge in November 

by having dozens of senior princes and 

hundreds of business tycoons and public 

officials arrested. Regionally, Saudi Ara‑

bia was trying to get the upper-hand by 

isolating the allegedly pro-Iranian Qatar 

in June and by once again intensifying its 

involvement in the Yemen War in Septem‑

ber.

Unlike many of his predecessors, Presi- 

dent Trump unilaterally supported Saudi 

Arabia. In May he encouraged the king‑

dom to continue its struggle against Irani‑

an “terrorist megalomania” during a state  

visit to Riyadh. He followed this up by re‑

fusing to recertify the United States’ nu‑

clear deal with Iran in October and by stir‑

ring up Iranian anti-regime protesters in 

December. He also took the decision to 

move the US embassy in Israel from Tel 

Aviv to Jerusalem, which reignited the 

Middle East conflict. The IMES addressed 

these problems in a number of (mostly 

third party–funded) research projects. 

Prof. Dr.  
Henner Fürtig
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The GIGA Research Platforms established with the Lebanese 

American University (LAU) in Beirut and the Observatoire Tu‑

nisien de la Transition Démocratique (OTTD) in Tunis continued 

their activities in 2017. A year of joint research culminated in an 

international conference in Beirut titled “The Politics of Recep‑

tion: Syria’s Neighbourhood as a Social Field,” which attracted many practitioners. In 

Tunis IMES and OTTD researchers analysed the political impact of Salafism as well as 

relations between secular and Islamist elites in North Africa. Workshops in Hamburg 

and Tunis were also part of their research activities.

Contrary to many predictions after the 

Arab Spring, authoritarianism is still preva‑

lent in the region. Therefore, IMES mem‑

bers in the International Diffusion and Co

operation of Authoritarian Regimes (IDCAR)  

network intensified their research efforts 

and presented their findings at an interna

tional conference in November. They also 

contributed to EU-funded projects that 

seek to tackle the menace of poverty and 

corruption. The IMES continued and ex‑

tended its engagement with political Islam  

by studying secular–Islamic relations in 

North Africa. The year 2017 also saw a 

project analysing the impacts of Syria-to-

Jordan migration (due to the Syrian War) 

on Jordan come to an end and the launch 

of new projects on security sector reforms 

and conflict transformation.

As in previous years, all of the IMES’s 

research results were published in books 

and prominent international academic 

journals, such as Democratization, Mid‑

dle East Law and Governance, Global 

Policy, Comparative Political Studies, 

Journal of Conflict Resolution, and Medi‑

terranean Politics. In addition, IMES re‑

searchers took part in the most important 

national and international conferences 

related to their disciplines, hosted guest 

scholars, and consolidated the GIGA Re‑

search Platforms in Beirut and Tunis (see 

below).

The IMES also maintained its broad 

activities in the field of knowledge trans‑

fer. IMES scholars provided advice to 

ministries such as the Federal Foreign 

Office (FFO) and the Federal Ministry of 

Economic Cooperation and Development 

(BMZ), to parliamentarians, and to other 

practitioners. They also contributed to the 

GIGA Focus series, participated in GIGA 

Forums in Hamburg and GIGA Talks in 

Berlin, prepared a special issue on the 

Middle East for the Federal Agency for 

Civic Education, and gave dozens of inter‑

views to leading German and international 

media outlets.

Research Platforms Beirut and Tunis Prove To Be Useful

Tunis, Tunisia



26 GIGA Annual Report 2017

There were many Research Programme 1  

(RP1) activities and research outputs in 

2017 which are worth highlighting, partic‑

ularly in the areas of authoritarian politics, 

participation, and migration. The Interna‑

tional Diffusion and Cooperation of Authori‑

tarian Regimes (IDCAR) network (funding: 

the Leibniz Association), which has suc‑

cessfully fostered joint research over the 

past three years, disseminated some of its 

findings to both academic audiences and 

practitioners in Berlin. In a panel discus‑

sion titled “Shrinking Spaces for NGOs,” 

project members engaged in a lively de‑

bate with representatives of political foun‑

dations, think tanks, NGOs, and federal 

ministries. The IDCAR team also convened 

a workshop at the Federal Foreign Office 

(FFO) to discuss topics of authoritarian co‑

operation with diplomats in the Ministry’s 

Planning Staff and other departments. 

At the 113th American Political Sci‑

ence Association (APSA) Annual Meeting  

and Exhibition, RP1’s Thomas Richter 

and GIGA Associate Viola Lucas won the 

2017 Lijphart/Przeworski/Verba Data Set 

Award for their Global State Revenues 

and Expenditures (GSRE) data set, which 

is based on historical documents from In‑

ternational Monetary Fund (IMF) archives 

and improves the coverage and accuracy 

of state budget data for most authoritar‑

ian regimes and some democracies be‑

tween 1946 and 2006. The data set was 

generated within the framework of their 

DFG-funded project Stability and Change 

of Authoritarian Regimes: A Systematic 

Comparison of Institutional and Material 

Conditions.

In the area of political participation 

RP1 researchers continued to investigate 

diverse forms of participation amongst lo- 

cal communities affected by resource 

extraction projects. The interdisciplinary 

project Extracting Justice? Exploring the 

Role of FPIC and Consultation, and Com‑

pensation Related to Socio-Environmen‑

tal Conflicts in Latin America (funding: the 

Dr. Mariana 
Llanos 
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In December 2017 IDCAR network members André Bank and 

Kurt Weyland edited a special issue of the journal Democra‑

tization titled “Clusters of Authoritarian Diffusion and Coop‑

eration: The Role of Interests vs. Ideology?” It includes seven 

conceptual and empirical articles that resulted from an IDCAR 

network conference. The authors highlight how patterns of diffusion and cooperation 

amongst non-democratic regimes differ in terms of goals, modes, impulses, and scopes, 

stressing the primacy of pragmatic interests over ideology in most contemporary regimes.    

https://idcar.giga-hamburg.de/publications 

Research Programme 1

Research Council of Norway) published 

its results in a special issue of Third World 

Quarterly. As part of their activities to draft 

a follow-up project, several project mem‑

bers organised a workshop titled “Indige

nous Environmental Justice and Climate 

Change in Latin America,” which was held 

in November at the University of Stock‑

holm, Sweden, and supported by the 

Riksbankens Jubileumsfond.

Migration also became a more impor‑

tant topic in RP1 research. The DFG-fund‑

ed project Polities beyond Borders came 

to an end with outstanding results: one 

book published by an academic publisher 

in Latin America (FLACSO Chile) contain‑

ing key data for diaspora/emigrant poli‑

cies in 22 Latin American and the Carib‑

bean countries; three peer-reviewed jour‑

nal articles, including one in the highly 

ranked Political Geography; the launch 

of a website containing original open ac‑

cess data, thus giving users the chance 

to create their own visualisations of the 

data; and a highly successful seminar 

that was attended by German politicians 

as well as by ambassadors and consuls 

of over 60 Latin American and European 

countries. The seminar, sponsored by the 

EU–LAC Foundation and the CAF Devel‑

opment Bank of Latin America, served to 

present the findings of this research pro‑

ject. In addition, the Leibniz Competition–

funded Every Immigrant Is An Emigrant 

project (which aims to collect data on a 

myriad of migration policies in three world 

regions) got underway in 2017, as did the 

DFG-funded project on the return of race-

based inequalities in contemporary Cuba. 

The latter project analyses the impact of 

the timid economic reform process in the 

socialist country, where increased trans‑

national flows have rendered past migra‑

tion patterns particularly relevant in the 

social and ethnic restratification of society.  

The project is based on a countrywide 

survey of more than 1,000 respondents, 

which was carried out successfully in 2017. 

Clusters of Authoritarian Diffusion and Cooperation

Dr. André Bank
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The Syrian conflict, patterns of forced mi‑

gration, and growing international hostili‑

ties were fundamental security concerns 

in 2017. Research Programme 2 (RP2) re- 

searchers explored how to conceptually 

capture forced migration and also provided  

new insights into the establishment of re‑

pressive state institutions under colonial 

rule and their legacies today. “Traditional” 

institutions are often deemed to be par‑

ticularly effective at managing communal 

conflict. In his assessment of dispute set‑

tlements in Burundi, Alexander De Juan 

demonstrates that precolonial institutions 

survive where they have been internalised 

over centuries. This is particularly so in the 

cultural and political centres of precolonial 

states. 

RP2 researchers also analysed the 

effects of various institutional reforms in 

post-conflict countries, which represent 

one of RP2’s main areas of investigation. 

Scholars focused on how security sector 

reform affects safety in different regional  

contexts. They complemented this by ex- 

amining “profits from peace” or, more spe- 

cifically, the relationship between power-

sharing arrangements and corruption in 

post-conflict countries. Felix Haaß and 

Martin Ottmann (University of Birming‑

ham) find that power-sharing cabinets 

substantively increase corruption in post-

conflict countries and that this effect is 

stronger in the presence of natural re‑

source rents. 

Julia Grauvogel, Amanda Licht (Bing‑

hamton University), and Christian von Soest  

continued their work on how the threat 

of sanctions is used as an international 

stamp of approval for would-be protest‑

ers. They contend that Western powers 

often turn to international sanctions in or‑

der to exert pressure on incumbent gov‑

ernments and signal their support for the 

opposition. Such threats constitute par‑

ticularly coherent signals and are espe‑

cially effective in sparking social protests 

when issued by multiple senders and fo‑

Dr. Christian  
von Soest
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Like other large-scale civil wars, the Syrian civil war has spread 

beyond its borders, affecting the immediate neighbourhood in 

particular. Funded by the German Foundation for Peace Re

search (Deutsche Stiftung Friedensforschung, DSF), André 

Bank and Yazan Doughan undertook field research in northern 

Jordan and found that the Syrian civil war has contributed to the massive transforma‑

tion of the central political, economic, and social dynamics in Jordan’s border region, 

rendering it a “secondary theatre” of the violent conflict.

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/project/secondary-theatres-of-war-the-syrian-war-in-jordan

cused on human rights issues. These and 

other RP2 research findings were pub‑

lished in renowned publication outlets, 

such as the British Journal of Political  

Studies, Comparative Political Studies, In- 

ternational Studies Quarterly, Journal of 

Conflict Resolution, and World Develop‑

ment.

In 2017 three RP2 scholars success‑

fully defended their doctoral dissertations, 

which dealt with the topics of extremely 

limited statehood, organised crime in post- 

war countries, and democratisation and 

conflict. Julia Strasheim enjoyed a partic

ularly successful year, also picking up 

two of the most prestigious dissertation 

awards in Germany: the Körber Founda‑

tion’s Dissertation Award for Social Sci‑

ences and the Leibniz Dissertation Award 

for Humanities and Social Sciences. In 

her PhD thesis “Interim Governments 

and the Stability of Post-Interim Peace,” 

Strasheim evaluates 62 transitional gov‑

ernments in power from 1989 to 2012. 

Combining this with the three case stud‑

ies of Nepal, Angola, and Cambodia, she 

identifies transitional government charac‑

teristics that engender sustainable peace. 

Her outstanding dissertation provides cru- 

cial new insights for both scholars and 

peace-building practitioners and therefore  

embodies the Leibniz motto “theoria cum 

praxi.”

RP2 was very actively engaged in 

knowledge sharing – for example, on the 

Syrian crisis and the end of President 

Mugabe’s rule in Zimbabwe – with policy‑

makers by providing policy advice to vari‑

ous federal ministries and with the gen‑

eral public through many outreach events 

and media appearances. 

RP2 members were also key organ‑

isers of and contributors to the GIGA 

Global Transitions Conference “Envision‑

ing Peace | Transforming Conflict” in De‑

cember. The conference brought together 

leading peace and conflict scholars and 

practitioners.

Researching the Neighbourhood of Wars
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Research Programme 3 (RP3) analyses on 

globalisation and development fed into the 

GIGA’s overall contribution to the G20 and 

the associated Think20 (T20) processes 

in 2017. In an article published in Foreign  

Affairs, Amrita Narlikar argued that the Ham- 

burg-hosted G20 marked a landmark mo‑

ment in which world leaders started to 

renegotiate the terms of globalisation in 

order to achieve more sustainable and in- 

clusive patterns of growth. Along similar  

lines, Jann Lay, as co-chair of the T20 

Task Force on the Agenda 2030, empha‑

sised the key role of development oriented 

trade and investment policies in such a re‑

negotiation. 

Trade and investment policies were 

also at the core of the roundtable “G20’s 

Focus on Free and Fair Trade for Sustain‑

able Development,” which was co-hosted 

by RP3 during the G20 summit with the 

International Centre for Trade and Sus‑

tainable Development and the German 

Development Institute (see below).

Fairer terms of globalisation, specifically 

with regard to international investments in  

land, remained a core objective of the Land 

Matrix partnership (www.landmatrix.org), in  

which RP3 continued its engagement. In 

their research published in the Journal of 

Economic Geography, RP3 scholars used 

Land Matrix data to show that the deter‑

minants of foreign land investments only 

partly overlap with the determinants of oth- 

er forms of foreign direct investment (FDI). 

For example, rich investors target econo‑

mies with abundant land and water re‑

sources. In contrast to other forms of FDI, 

high-quality institutions do not attract land 

investment. 

In another interesting paper, which was  

published in World Development, RP3 re‑

searchers look into the potential employ‑

ment effects of the increased engagement  

of foreign investors in poor countries’ agri- 

cultural sectors. The study finds that direct  

job creation is typically limited and that 

many projects massively crowd out small‑

Apl. Prof. Dr. 
Jann Lay
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A GIGA-hosted roundtable brought together representatives 

from government and engagement groups, among them was 

Susana Malcorra, Chairperson of the 11th WTO Ministerial 

Conference and former Foreign Minister of Argentina. In his 

introductory statement Jann Lay called for an honest and thor‑

ough account of the mechanisms and impacts of globalisation as opposed to a super‑

ficial change in the globalisation narrative. 

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/news/g20-trade-experts-urge-globally-balanced-trade-

rules-foreign-investment-into-development

Research Programme 3

holders. Job losses due to land investments  

tend to be locally concentrated and may 

be, in the medium run, mitigated by indi‑

rect employment creation in sectors other 

than agriculture.

Analyses of land investments illustrate 

the close link between sustainability and 

inclusiveness – a link that is also empha‑

sised in the RP3’s work on climate change 

mitigation efforts in developing countries. 

In a series of country case studies GIGA 

scholars reveal the potential trade-offs 

between equity and environmental objec‑

tives when carbon taxes are introduced, for 

example, in Mexico and Indonesia. These  

results were discussed with policymakers  

and the wider public on various occasions 

in 2017, amongst them a GIGA Talk in  

Berlin, a well-attended event on G20 coun‑

tries’ climate policies in Hamburg, and a  

panel discussion at the Interconnections 

Zone during COP 23 in Bonn.

In its contribution to the EU-funded  

NOPOOR (www.nopoor.eu) project, which  

concluded in 2017, RP3 investigated the 

politics of pro-poor policies. Social poli‑

cies have been increasingly adopted in 

the developing world in the past 20 years. 

They have typically proven an effective 

tool in the fight against poverty and will 

play a crucial role in shaping the distri‑

bution of gains from globalisation and in 

achieving more-inclusive growth patterns. 

However, the effectiveness and efficiency 

of these programmes may be hampered 

by the political process – for example, by 

political decisions to choose specific pro-

poor policies to please certain groups in‑

stead of directing funds towards the poor‑

est and most vulnerable. 

RP3’s research highlights the impor‑

tant role political factors play in influencing  

social policy choices. For instance, in a 

paper published in the European Journal 

of Political Economy, RP3 researchers 

demonstrate that the transfers often cho‑

sen under less-democratic regimes are 

indeed unconditional.

High-Level Roundtable: The G20 and Free and Fair Trade

Susana Malcorra with 
Ricardo Meléndez-
Ortiz (ICTSD) at the 
roundtable on G20
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Research Programme 4: 

Power and Ideas

In 2017 Research Programme 4 (RP4) ac- 

tivities were focused on consolidating the  

new thematic structure that was estab‑

lished in 2016 and on developing new 

projects. Sandra Destradi, Lead Research 

Fellow at the GIGA and Professor at Hel‑

mut Schmidt University, became Head of 

RP4, replacing Patrick Köllner, who had 

been Acting Head. 

RP4 work continued to focus on ana‑

lysing the interaction between power and 

ideas in the emergence of a new global or‑

der. Johannes Plagemann, Amrita Narlikar,  

and Heike Holbig developed a new pro‑

ject that will study how contemporary dis‑

courses within the emerging powers of 

China and India address legitimacy prob‑

lems in global politics under conditions of 

multipolarity. The Legitimate Multipolarity 

project had its funding application ap‑

proved by the German Research Founda‑

tion (DFG) and will start in 2018. 

The ideational foundations of for‑

eign policy were at the core of Johannes 

Plagemann and Nicola Nymalm’s research  

on exceptionalism in world politics (in In‑

ternational Studies Review, forthcoming) 

and of Medha’s dissertation project on the  

role of Islam in India’s identity and foreign 

policy. 

The development and roles of think 

tanks (i.e. organisations that seek to in‑

fluence public policy) was at the centre 

of Patrick Köllner’s and Pascal Abb’s re‑

search and is the focus of a special issue 

of Pacific Affairs coordinated by them and 

to be published in 2018.

RP4 scholars also examined the inter‑

action between power and ideas with re‑

gard to institution-building at the regional 

and global levels. In a project funded by 

the Daimler and Benz Foundation, Tobias  

Lenz analysed the role of the EU as a 

model of regional integration (see below). 

In 2017 a Leibniz Junior Research Group 

focused on the legitimation of regional or‑

ganisations was approved for funding via 

the Leibniz Competition; it will get under‑ P
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How and under what conditions does the EU institutional  

model influence the design of other regional organisations?  

In a project funded by the Daimler and Benz Foundation  

(2015–2017), Tobias Lenz analysed active and passive EU in‑

stitutional diffusion using a mixed-methods research design. 

He published the results of this quantitative analysis in his article “Institutional Pioneers 

in World Politics: Regional Institution Building and the Influence of the European Union” 

in the European Journal of International Relations.

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/project/the-european-unions-influence-on-global-regionalism

Research Programme 4

way in mid-2018 and is to be led by Lenz. 

RP4 also held a dissemination event in 

Berlin titled “International Organisations in 

Crisis? Rising Authority and Perceptions 

of Decline.” It was attended by Tobias  

Lenz, Liesbet Hooghe (Professor of Polit

ical Science at the University of North 

Carolina at Chapel Hill, UNC), and Am‑

bassador Patricia Flor (Head of the Fed‑

eral Foreign Office’s Directorate-General 

for International Order, the United Nations, 

and Arms Control). The event was based 

on a cooperative research project, led by 

Gary Marks (UNC), which examines vari‑

ation in the design of international organi‑

sations.

The comparative project Contested 

Leadership in International Relations – 

Power Politics in South America, South 

Asia and Sub-Saharan Africa (Volkswagen  

Foundation, Schumpeter Fellowship) con‑

tinued under the leadership of Daniel 

Flemes in 2017 and generated a range of 

publications and activities both in Germany 

and Brazil, where Flemes is based as Visit‑

ing Professor at Fundação Getúlio Vargas,  

Rio de Janeiro. The topic of regional pow‑

ers, which has long been an important 

theme in RP4 research, was critically re‑

visited in an RP4 meeting. Detlef Nolte, 

Miriam Prys-Hansen, and Sandra Destradi  

also organised an international confer‑

ence for 2018 which will revive the GIGA’s 

research agenda on regional powers by 

including more interdisciplinary and mul‑

tilevel perspectives.

Besides participating in important aca- 

demic conferences, including the 2017 

Changing Asia Conference in New Delhi  

in September (see page 21), RP4 mem‑

bers were actively involved in providing 

media contributions and policy advice. No- 

tably, Johannes Plagemann was on se‑

condment to the Federal Foreign Office 

until June and contributed to the prepara‑

tion of a regional Heads of Mission con‑

ference on the Indian Ocean in Colombo, 

Sri Lanka.

The European Union’s Influence on Global Regionalism 
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Internationalisation

Internationalisation

Employing our unique strengths, the GIGA  

Global Approach to Scholarship orients 

our work and instruments to help make 

sense of a world in transition. To ad‑

vance this further, a postdoc position has 

been created. It was filled with Johannes 

Plagemann, who joined forces with Amrita 

Narlikar and André Bank on this objective. 

Internationalisation at the GIGA is an es‑

sential part of the Global Approach, foster‑

ing impact and intellectual exchange with 

global reach and global significance. This 

does not translate simply into GIGA re‑

searchers participating in conferences and 

conducting vital fieldwork, but also into 

bringing the best and brightest minds to the  

GIGA to conduct impactful research together.  

We study the regions on their own terms 

and provide means of mainstreaming their 

particular outlooks, for example through fo‑

rums like the GIGA Journal Family. Our un‑

wavering adherence to a comprehensive 

open-access strategy allows for unhindered 

dissemination and interaction worldwide. 

Our commitment to internationalisation is  

also reflected in our recruitment processes, 

in the activities of our Research Platforms, 

and in events with international guests that 

we organise to stimulate debate. For ex‑

ample, the Chatham House journal Inter‑

national Affairs launched a special issue 

on India with our President. 

The GIGA contributed its expertise to  

the G20 process and organised key public 

events (see Impact Story on G20, page 49).  

The GIGA Distinguished Speaker Lecture 

Series was graced by Professor Lars-

Hendrik Röller (Chief Economic Advisor 

to Chancellor Merkel), Professor Brendan 

Simms (University of Cambridge), and 

Hugo Martínez (Foreign Minister of El Sal

vador). In addition, headed by Sabine 

Kurtenbach, the GIGA Global Transitions 

Conference was dedicated to “Envision‑

ing Peace | Transforming Conflict.” With 

support of our funders, these new formats  

are now well established and usually com‑

mand a full house. 

Photo left:  
Prof. Brendan Simms 
at the GIGA Distin-
guished Speaker  
Lecture Series 

Photo right:  
International Affairs 
special issue on India
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For members of the GIGA Doctoral Pro‑

gramme (DP), 2017 was a very produc‑

tive year. Ten doctoral students success‑

fully completed their dissertations (four 

achieved summa cum laude), which cov‑

ered a range of issues, such as agricultural 

transformation and land-use change in In‑

donesia and the contribution of constitu‑

tional courts to the democratic quality of 

elections in sub-Saharan Africa. Four addi‑

tional students submitted their theses and 

defended them in early 2018. One of our 

2016 DP graduates, Dr. Julia Strasheim, re- 

ceived two awards for her dissertation on 

interim governments and the stability of 

post-interim peace – namely, the Körber 

Foundation’s Deutscher Studienpreis and 

the Leibniz Dissertation Award in the cat‑

egory humanities and social sciences. We 

are delighted and very proud to have facili‑

tated such award-winning research.

With five new doctoral students having 

been admitted to the DP in 2017, the GIGA 

continued to integrate young scholars into 

the Institute’s research structure and offer 

them excellent supervision in a unique in‑

ternational research environment.

A central pillar of the three-year struc‑

tured programme is its high-class curric‑

ulum, which consists of methodological 

and theoretical seminars and soft-skills 

training. In 2017 the DP welcomed re‑

nowned experts from around the world, 

such as Derek Beach from Aarhus Uni‑

versity and Benoît Rihoux from Université 

catholique de Louvain, to give seminars 

on particular research methods, such as‑

process tracing, and on more basic prin‑

ciples of research design and strategy. 

In addition, we continued the CAS and 

Global Studies series, which is taught by 

in-house specialists and thus make use of 

the GIGA’s unique expertise.

As a platform for young academics, 

the DP again attracted a high number of 

applications from doctoral researchers for  

research stays at the Institute in 2017. Of  

those applicants, we hosted six visiting 

Doctoral Programme

Dr. Miriam  
Prys-Hansen
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scholars from institutions such as the Uni‑

versities of Cambridge and Birmingham 

and Koç University for periods of 2 to 12 

months.

The DP also continued to cooperate in‑

ternationally with the corporate sector as  

well as with integrated research and fel‑

lowship programmes. As a partner in the 

GEM-STONES programme, the GIGA held 

a four-day methods workshop on con‑

cept-building and consistency in March. 

DP students had the chance to discuss 

their projects with high-profile scholars 

such as Gary Goertz (University of Notre 

Dame) in master classes offered during 

the workshop. Moreover, the Marie Curie 

initial training network Power and Region 

in a Multipolar Order (PRIMO) closed suc‑

cessfully with its final conference in Brus‑

sels in September.

With a total of 22 fellows and 16 asso‑

ciates, the DP coordination team is look‑

ing forward to another exciting year.

www.giga-hamburg.de/dp

Welcome Week
(obligatory)

GIGA Training Programme
(obligatory)

+ Courses at partner universities  
and summer schools 

(optional, for credit)

Courses offered by partner 
universities and summer schools

Final year: Completion and  
submission of thesis
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The GIGA was ranked well above average in 

terms of equal opportunity standards among 

all Leibniz institutes in an internal evaluation 

of the Leibniz Association in 2017. We con‑

sider this a great recognition of our Equal 

Opportunity strategy, embracing a compre‑

hensive concept of equal opportunities that 

includes all staff members and goes be‑

yond gender equality. Diversity is a central 

part of the GIGA’s self-conception as an in‑

dependent research institute committed to 

internationalisation with a global approach 

to research. In this context, we understand, 

for example, family friendliness not as a con‑

cept fixed to traditional roles, but as a pro‑

ject characterised by ever-changing needs.

The Institute’s third equal opportunity 

plan, which was approved by the GIGA Ex‑

ecutive Board in 2017 and will be in force 

until 2019, takes stock of developments 

thus far and describes concrete goals and 

particular measures to achieve them. It sets 

out to pave the way to equality by tackling 

bias and changing mentalities. It already re‑

veals a positive trend in numbers, showing 

that the GIGA was, for instance, able to in‑

crease the share of women among its staff 

considerably with significant improvements 

at the leadership level and within the higher 

pay groups, including an additional W3 po‑

sition filled by a woman by the end of 2016. 

The share of men, however, still remains 

higher in those pay groups so a central goal 

remains to increase the share of women in 

leadership positions and decision-making 

bodies. The three upcoming joint appoint‑

ments for directorships offer the opportunity 

to increase the proportion of women at the 

highest leadership level (executive board) 

from the currently 17% to at least 33%.

Personnel recruiting and development  

are very important for the Institute to achieve 

these goals. The GIGA’s strategy for post-

doctoral researchers’ career development 

has led to a successful transition of a co‑

hort of researchers into higher positions at 

other institutions and at the GIGA. Thus the 

Institute was able to advertise a number of 

Equal Opportunity
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new 3+3 positions (contracts for an initial 

period of three years that can be extended 

by another three years) in 2017, filled by nine 

aspiring young academics who will further 

advance their research profile and aca‑

demic record in the upcoming years. On 

the basis of its tenure concept, the GIGA 

furthermore issued calls for two tenured 

positions – with one concluded selection 

process in 2017 and the other completed in 

early 2018 - making 2017 an extraordinarily 

busy year in terms of selection processes 

and the equal opportunity commissioners 

being involved in 23 commissions.

The Institute’s equal opportunity fund 

(see below) is one concrete measure that 

is continuously employed to promote ca‑

reers of the underrepresented gender and 

to help with the reconciliation of job and 

family obligations for all employee groups. 

Another concrete measure that the GIGA 

offered again in 2017 is its own mentoring 

programme in cooperation with the Female 

Experts Network based at the University of 

Hamburg that targets women who are in 

their final stages of the PhD or early post-

doctoral researcher. Moreover, the Institute 

supports female researchers in participating 

in the Leibniz Association’s and the Robert 

Bosch Foundation’s mentoring programmes.

In 2017, the GIGA also resumed its an‑

nual parents meeting, which offers its em‑

ployees a forum for exchange as well as 

for the discussion of problems and sug‑

gested improvements related to the rec‑

onciliation of career and family. Another 

topic the Institute wishes to take greater 

responsibility for is the issue of providing 

care for relatives. An initial meeting to dis‑

cuss care provision is planned for 2018 in 

order to facilitate exchange, identify con‑

crete needs, and to find suitable solutions. 

We consider this another important part 

of the way to think of equal opportunity.

The GIGA Equal Opportunity Fund, endowed with 20,000 

EUR per year, is one of the Institute’s concrete measures 

to support both career-promoting measures and those that 

support the reconciliation of job and family obligations. It 

targets all employee groups, including both academic and 

non-academic staff. Not only can women benefit from the 

fund, but also men when family matters are concerned. In 

2017, the fund supported, for example, training for women in leadership positions, the 

participation in international conferences for the purpose of network building, as well 

as the institute’s own mentoring programme mentioned above, thus being utilised in a 

targeted manner.

The Equal Opportunity Fund: Ensuring Targeted Support 
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Transfer of Knowledge

As a Leibniz institute, the GIGA follows 

the motto “theoria cum praxi.” This means 

that the GIGA sees research-based knowl‑

edge transfer as an integral part of all its 

activities. The GIGA aims to provide de‑

cision-makers and institutions with quali

ty information on the political, social, and 

economic conditions in Africa, Asia, Latin 

America, and the Middle East as well as 

on global issues.

The Federal Foreign Office (FFO) was 

once again the biggest and most impor‑

tant beneficiary of the GIGA’s policy ad‑

vice activities in 2017. These consisted of 

several individual and collective consulta‑

tions and the Institute assigning individual 

GIGA researchers to the FFO, while the 

FFO seconded a senior diplomat to the 

GIGA. At the national level knowledge was 

also transferred to the Federal Ministry for 

Economic Cooperation and Development 

(BMZ), for which the GIGA continued to 

produce politico-economic short analy‑

ses (PÖK) and the Crisis Early Warning; 

the Bank for Reconstruction (KfW); the 

Chancellor’s Office; and other ministries. 

At the federal level, members of Par‑

liament – especially those on the Com‑

mittee on Foreign Affairs and other rele‑

vant committees – were also recipients of 

GIGA knowledge. Once again, the Leibniz  

Association’s annual Leibniz im Bundestag  

initiative was successful and saw many 

parliamentarians seek advice from GIGA 

researchers. The GIGA Berlin Office re‑

mained the focal point for all the Institute’s 

activities in the German capital. At the 

state level the GIGA supported the Ham‑

burg Senate Chancellery; the Ministry of  

Science, Research and Equalities; and 

the Ministry of Economy, Transport, and 

Innovation with its expertise.

The GIGA was also involved in numer‑

ous processes and activities during both 

the run-up to and the aftermath of the G20 

summit, which was hosted in Hamburg on 

7–8 July (see also Impact Story on page 

49). For the inquisitive Hamburg public, P
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ther topics that prompted a high demand 

amongst the media for GIGA researchers’ 

knowledge included the tensions between 

North Korea and the United States, inter‑

national efforts to defeat the “Islamic State”, 

the Venezuelan Constituent Assembly elec- 

tions, the ousting and subsequent resig‑

nation of Zimbabwe’s President Mugabe, 

and the Rohingya crisis in Myanmar.

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/press

The GIGA’s long-standing expertise on 

themes related to globalisation and global 

governance made it a perfect go-to source 

for journalists seeking to provide their au‑

diences with in-depth analysis of the G20 

process. The Institute’s visibility in high-

quality German and international media out- 

lets, such as FAZ and the BBC, soared in 

the run-up to, during, and in the weeks fol‑

lowing the G20 summit in Hamburg. Fur‑

Transfer of Knowledge & Impact Stories

GIGA in the Media

the GIGA continued to offer high-quality 

events in 2017: the popular GIGA–NDR 

series Crossing Borders, which provides 

a broad audience with the chance to see 

prominent correspondents and research‑

ers come together to discuss key global 

issues; the GIGA Forum series, which  

examined Trump’s new politics in Latin 

America, lessons from the Arab Spring, 

the prevalence of religious discrimination, 

and China’s plans for a new “Silk Road”; 

and the GIGA Distinguished Speaker 

Lecture Series, which enables world-re‑

nowned scholars and practitioners to ad‑

dress audiences in Hamburg. In the Ger‑

man capital, meanwhile, the GIGA Berlin 

Talk series provided an arena for all GIGA 

units to present their research findings to 

decision-makers.

The Institute also continued to publish 

research results and concise analyses of 

current events in Africa, Asia, Latin Ameri

ca, and the Middle East in its GIGA Focus 

series, using its global edition to examine 

transregional trends. The Focus series 

serves as a bridge between the GIGA and 

two of its main knowledge-transfer recip

ients: the general public and the media. 

Photo right: 
Prof. Dr. Amrita 
Narlikar (right)  
during an interview 
with ARD
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The GIGA Berlin Office is a keystone of the 

GIGA’s mission to promote dialogue be‑

tween researchers and practitioners. Lo‑

cated in the heart of Berlin’s central Mitte 

district and only a short walk from the Fed- 

eral Foreign Office, the Bundestag, the 

Chancellor’s Office, and many ministries, 

the GIGA Berlin Office serves as a plat‑

form to reach out to government institu‑

tions and Parliament, Berlin-based NGOs, 

the media, and the city’s academic com‑

munity. 

In keeping with the Leibniz Associa‑

tion’s motto “theoria cum praxi,” the GIGA 

Talk series has become a prominent fo‑

rum enabling scholars from each of the 

GIGA’s regional institutes and research 

programmes to present their findings to 

the foreign policy community in the Ger‑

man capital. Aside from regularly holding 

GIGA Talks in 2017, the GIGA Berlin Of- 

fice also hosted a day-long workshop on  

Political Islam, addressing what has be‑

come a key concern in international poli‑

tics. At the event GIGA scholars and ex‑

perts invited from the Middle East pre‑

sented their analyses, created scenarios, 

GIGA Berlin Office

and had discussions with Foreign Office 

policymakers about how best to deal with 

the challenges of political Islam.

GIGA Talks in 2017

1.	 Models and Impacts of Populism in 

Asia

2.	 International Organisations in Crisis? 

Rising Authority and Perceptions of 

Decline

3.	 Forever Stuck? The Fate of Syrians  

in the Middle East

4.	 Iran after the Presidential Elections: 

Heading for Confrontation or Compro- 

mise?

5.	 A Sustainable Investment Compact 

with Africa

6.	 Depending on Developing Countries: 

Climate Protection Following the Paris  

Agreement

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/berlin

Prof. Dr.  
Bert Hoffmann

Pictures above: 
GIGA Talk  

“Forever Stuck? The 
Fate of Syrians in 
the Middle East”
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Crossing Borders

Night of Knowledge at the GIGA

organised with the Leibniz Information 

Centre for Economics (ZBW) and various  

lectures by GIGA scholars in which topical  

questions concerning each region were ad- 

dressed, such as foreign direct investment 

in Africa, regionalism in Latin America, and 

the rise of populism in Asia. The GIGA In‑

formation Centre (IZ) offered guided tours 

of its library collections and generated a 

lot of attention with two simulation games 

which enabled attendees to immerse them- 

selves in GIGA researchers’ daily activities 

regarding open access publishing and re‑

search data management.

www.giga-hamburg.de/de/veranstaltung/

weltregionen-im-wandel

“World Regions in Transition” was the over- 

arching theme of the GIGA’s contribution  

to Hamburg’s Night of Knowledge on 4 No

vember. The evening kicked off with a self-

reflective presentation by Mariana Llanos  

and Patrick Köllner on research and poli‑

cy advice from a global perspective. This 

was followed by a panel discussion jointly  

“No Way Out of the Crisis? North Korea 

and the Bomb” was the title of a very suc‑

cessful event co-organised by the GIGA 

and Norddeutscher Rundfunk (NDR) as 

part of their joint series Crossing Borders 

(Grenzgänger). The format brings together  

GIGA scholars and NDR foreign correspon

dents to discuss topical developments in 

Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the Middle 

East. Patrick Köllner (GIGA) and the NDR’s 

Tokyo and Washington correspondents 

were the discussants for the North Ko‑

rea event, which was moderated by Julia- 

Niharika Sen.

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/events/giga-

ndr-series

Manuel Dold 
(centre-right) with 
visitors, playing  
a simulation game

Julia-Niharika Sen 
(NDR) and Prof. 
Dr. Patrick Köllner 
at the Crossing 
Borders event 

https://www.giga-hamburg.de/de/veranstaltung/weltregionen-im-wandel
https://www.giga-hamburg.de/de/veranstaltung/weltregionen-im-wandel
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In 2017, 60 per cent of the world’s pop‑

ulation lived in countries categorised by 

Freedom House as partly free or not free. 

Implications of authoritarian rule manifest 

in various crises around the world today – 

Venezuela in Latin America, Turkey in the 

Middle East, the DR Congo in Africa, or 

North Korea in Asia. For years, the GIGA 

has been a hub for research on authori‑

tarian regimes and has been shaping aca‑

demic and societal debates on the topic.

GIGA researchers and their partners 

in the International Diffusion and Cooper

ation of Authoritarian Regimes or IDCAR 

network contributed to the establishment 

of a new field of scholarly study that is firm‑

ly embedded in overarching theoretical de‑

bates. A special issue of Democratization 

(2017, ed. by Bank/Weyland) and a forum 

section of the European Journal of Political 

Research (2015, ed. by von Soest/White- 

head) highlight some key research findings. 

For their data set on authoritarian regimes’ 

revenues and expenditures, Thomas Richter  

and Viola Lucas received the 2017 Lijphart/  

Przeworski/ Verba Data Set Award of the 

APSA Comparative Politics Section.

Impact Story: Authoritarian Regimes
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André Bank was invited to present the 

concept and findings of IDCAR at the 2016 

Ambassadors Conference of the Federal 

Foreign Office (FFO). His lecture built the 

background for workshops on the German 

government’s dealings with authoritarian 

regimes. Maria Josua shared insights on 

modern autocracies with the heads of the 

regional offices of the Heinrich Böll Foun‑

dation. Christian von Soest was consulted 

as expert for the High Level Review of UN 

Sanctions, and he and Julia Grauvogel 

were repeatedly invited by the FFO to pro‑

vide inputs on so-called pariah states and 

the effectiveness of international sanctions.  

The shrinking space for NGOs in an era 

of democratic backslide worldwide was a 

topic that in 2017 brought together a wide 

spectrum of the policy community at a 

GIGA Berlin Office event. 

GIGA scholars were also sought-after 

experts for the media when it comes to 

informed assessments of authoritarian re‑

gimes. This included leading media out‑

lets in Germany (such as Die Zeit, Spiegel, 

ARD, ZDF) and international coverage.

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/idcar

Logo and website of 
the IDCAR network

Impact Stories
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The G20 summit in Hamburg took place at 

a time of great uncertainty, with globalisa- 

tion facing unprecedented backlash. Under 

the lead of our President, we contributed  

our expertise through various channels. 

The GIGA joined the C20 Civil Society out‑

reach process and served in the T20 network 

to provide research-based policy advice to 

the G20. Amrita Narlikar spoke at T20’s kick-

off conference. GIGA’s André Bank worked 

in the T20 Task Force on Forced Migration 

and Jann Lay co-chaired the Task Force on 

Agenda 2030. The T20 advice on key policy 

areas was handed to the German Chancel‑

lery. Lay placed two recommendations, on 

development and global economy. Narlikar’s 

analysis “Can the G20 Save Globalisation?” 

was delivered as an Overarching Vision. Her 

paper was very well received by academics 

and practitioners, among them First Mayor 

Olaf Scholz. Narlikar’s unique take on how 

the G20 can be instrumental for a fair and 

sustainable globalisation to benefit all led to 

a number of contributions for leading media 

outlets, inter alia BBC World News and ARD 

for its G20 special feature, as well as articles 

on her research in Die Welt and FAZ; a DPA 

Impact Story: G20

piece was picked up over 200 times. Other  

media outlets featured further GIGA re‑

searchers on diverse G20 issues. The GIGA 

was strongly involved in Africa-related activi‑

ties and Lay facilitated an exchange on the 

“Compact with Africa” initiative of the German 

G20 presidency.

We launched a GIGA Focus series on the 

G20 and offered many public events: start‑

ing with a panel discussion with Narlikar and 

experts on the “troika” countries; followed 

by cooperation events with CGG on climate 

change, with OAV on free trade, and with  

ICTSD and DIE on sustainable development; 

culminating in a high-calibre panel with our 

President at City Hall; and concluded by a 

Distinguished Speaker Lecture by Professor 

Lars-Hendrik Röller (Chief Economic Advisor  

to Chancellor Merkel). Narlikar was also 

asked to speak at Europe Day by the Ham‑

burg Senate, on the summit’s outcome by 

the Chamber of Commerce and the OAV, 

and at the Brandt Commission conference 

by the Federal Foreign Office. Her analysis 

on the summit’s results was published on‑

line in the high-impact journal Foreign Affairs.

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/g20

Transfer of Knowledge & Impact Stories

Photo left: 
FAZ article on the 
GIGA President 
and her work on 
globalisation

Photo right:
Panel of the event 
“Climate Policy,  
the G20, and the 
Global South”
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The GIGA Information Centre (IZ) special

ises in Area and Comparative Area Studies,  

providing access to literature that covers 

the GIGA’s research regions, international  

politics, social sciences, and research meth- 

odology. The IZ also offers GIGA schol- 

ars information-related services and sup‑

port for all stages of the research pro‑

cess. Its significance stems not only from 

the literature it houses but also from its 

prominence within the larger framework 

of research information in Germany. The 

IZ’s collection can also be used by exter‑

nal researchers, students, and the general 

public. In 2017 the IZ acquired 1,683 new 

titles, bringing the total number of items in 

its collection to 191,200. Additionally, with 

2,187 new electronic full texts, the IZ of‑

fers more than 49,300 open access docu‑

ments.

Networking plays a very important role  

in the work of the IZ. Accordingly, the IZ  

contributes to the international relations 

and area studies section of the German  

Information Network (FIV). Within the 

framework of the FIV’s World Affairs On

line (WAO) database, 11 German research 

institutes collect bibliographic social sci‑

ence data that cover global and regional 

developments, foreign and security policy, 

and social trends. 

In 2017 the IZ contributed 5,121 new 

records to the WAO (28 per cent of all new 

entries). The data are accessible through 

the IZ online public access catalogue 

(OPAC) and, inter alia, the International Re- 

lations and Area Studies Gateway (IREON),  

the union catalogue of the South-West 

German Library Network, and EBSCO 

Discovery Systems. 

The OPAC contains details of all the 

books, journals, and e-resources available 

at the IZ. About 9,700 visitors accessed 

the OPAC in 15,800 sessions in 2017. 

The IZ also takes part in the Electron‑

ic Journals Library (EZB) and includes its 

print journals in the German Union Cata‑

logue of Serials (ZDB). Information on bib‑

GIGA Information Centre
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articles by GIGA researchers in the So‑

cial Science Open Access Repository 

(SSOAR). This not only ensured long-term 

preservation, it contributed to the dissem

ination of GIGA research findings and in‑

creased the GIGA’s worldwide visibility. 

GIGA Focus articles were downloaded 

more than 56,600 times from SSOAR; the 

deposited articles, 8,200 times. Through 

SSOAR, full texts are also available in 

LeibnizOpen, which offers central access 

to openly available digital publications au‑

thored by Leibniz Association researchers. 

In 2017 the IZ began managing an 

open access fund for publications by GIGA  

scholars. Through the fund, 10 articles in 

high-ranking journals were made freely 

accessible.

www.giga-hamburg.de/en/ic

liographic and full-text databases – such 

as encyclopaedias, dictionaries, and fact 

databases – are included in the Database 

Information System (DBIS).

The IZ’s digital offerings are comple‑

mented by its contributions to the regional 

virtual libraries CrossAsia, MENALIB, and 

ilissAfrica. As one-stop resource centres 

for the study of specific regions, these 

portals offer integrated access to relevant  

conventional and digital information re‑

sources. Large databases with links to 

websites pertinent to studies on Africa, Asia,  

or the Middle East supplement these li

braries’ services.

The IZ also prepares lists of new acqui‑

sitions, reading lists, and bibliographies 

on current topics; these are available on‑

line and were downloaded about 184,000 

times in 2017. As part of its open access 

services, the IZ indexed and deposited 

GIGA Focus issues and 43 peer-reviewed 

The IZ has made significant progress both in open access ser‑

vice and in research data service. For the handling of research 

data, a research data policy was drafted. A searchable data‑

base for metadata on research data generated at the GIGA 

was developed and integrated into the GIGA website. In cases 

where research data cannot be published as open data, open access to the metadata 

opens up opportunities for collaboration and reuse. The IZ provides a comprehensive 

range of advice and training on research data management. Four data sets were pub‑

lished on Datorium, a repository for social science research data.

Research Data Management

GIGA Information Centre
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Third Party–Funded Projects

Research Programme 1: Accountability and Participation

Anti-Corruption Policies Revisited: Global Trends and European Responses to the Challenge of 

Corruption (ANTICORRP) (Christian von Soest, Thomas Richter, Detlef Nolte, Jana Warkotsch)

EU FP7, 2012–2017

Ethnic Voting in Latin America (Detlef Nolte, Aline-Sophia Hirseland, Almut Schilling-Vacaflor, Oliver 

Strijbis, Siri Völker)

DFG, 2015–2018

Every Emigrant Is an Immigrant: How Migration Policies Shape the Paths to Integration (Luicy  

Pedroza, Pau Palop García, So Young Chang)

Leibniz Competition, 2017–2020

	

International Diffusion and Cooperation of Authoritarian Regimes (IDCAR Network) (André Bank, 

Maria Josua, Julia Grauvogel, Bert Hoffmann, Thomas Richter, Christian von Soest, Georg Strüver)

Leibniz Competition, 2014–2018

Political Regimes, Reduction of Poverty and Inequality (NOPOOR) (Marina Dodlova, Anna Giolbas, 

Jann Lay)

EU FP7, 2012–2017

Polities beyond Borders: The New Dynamics of Emigrant Politics and Policies in Latin America 

(Bert Hoffman, Luicy Pedroza, Pau Palop García)

DFG, 2014–2017

The (In)stability of Presidential Term Limits in Africa and Latin America: Assessing the Impact of 

Tenure‐Rule Reforms on the Political Regime (Mariana Llanos, Charlotte Heyl)

DFG, 2017–2020

The Institutional Presidency in Latin America (Mariana Llanos, Carolina Guerrero Valencia, Anne 

Hoffmann, Detlef Nolte, Cordula Tibi Weber)

DAAD-PROBRAL, 2014–2017

The Return of Race-Based Inequalities in Contemporary Cuba: Analysing the Impact of Past Migra-

tion and Current Reforms (Bert Hoffman, Katrin Hansig)

DFG, 2016–2018
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Research Programme 2: Peace and Security

Against All Odds: Youth in Post-War Societies (Sabine Kurtenbach, Christoph Heuser, Martin Oster-

meier, Janina Pawelz, Isabel Rosales Sandoval)

BMZ, 2013–2017

Envisioning Peace | Transforming Conflict (Sabine Kurtenbach, André Bank)

University of Marburg, LSE, CCDP, Colombian partners, 2016–2019

Extracting Justice? Exploring the Role of FPIC and Consultation, and Compensation Related to 

Socioenvironmental Conflicts in Latin America (Almut Schilling-Vacaflor)

Norwegian Research Council, 2012–2017

From Civil War to Social Contract: State Services, Political Trust, and Political Violence (Alexander 

de Juan, Carlo Koos)

BMZ/KfW, 2014–2017

From Quietism to Politics: The Egyptian Salafist Movement from 1970 to 2012 (Henner Fürtig, Jasmin 

Lorch)

DFG, 2014–2017

Governing People’s Safety in Areas of Extremely Limited Statehood (South Sudan and the Central 

African Republic) (Andreas Mehler, Lotje de Vries, Tim Glawion)

DFG (CRC 700), 2014–2017

Institutions for Sustainable Peace: Comparing Institutional Options for Divided Societies and Post 

Conflict Countries (Nadine Ansorg, Matthias Basedau, Felix Haaß, Sabine Kurtenbach, Andreas 

Mehler, Julia Strasheim)

Leibniz Competition, GIGA, 2012–2017

Religion and Conflict: On the Ambivalence of Religious Factors in Africa, Asia, Latin America and 

the Middle East (Matthias Basedau, Tom Konzack, Georg Strüver, Johannes Vüllers)

BMZ, GIF, 2008–2018

Secondary Theatres of War: The Syrian War in Jordan (André Bank, Yazan Doughan)

DSF, 2015–2017

Security Sector Reform and the Stability of Post-War Peace (Nadine Ansorg, Sabine Kurtenbach, 

Julia Strasheim)

DFG, 2016–2018

The Influence of Religion on Sustainable Development (Matthias Basedau, Simone Gobien, Sebastian 

Prediger)

BMZ, 2015–2018

War Economies and Postwar Crime (Sabine Kurtenbach, Christoph Heuser, Annegret Kuhn, Angelika 

Rettberg)

AvH, 2015–2017
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Research Programme 3: Growth and Development

Gender Norms, Labour Supply and Poverty Reduction in Comparative Context: Evidence from Rural  

India and Bangladesh (Daniel Neff) 

ESRC–DFID Joint Fund for Poverty Alleviation Research, 2014–2017

Landscape-Level Assessment of Ecological and Socioeconomic Functions of Rainforest Transfor-

mation Systems in Sumatra (Indonesia) (Jann Lay)

DFG (CRC 990), 2016–2019

Large-Scale Land Acquisitions: Data, Patterns, Impacts, and Policies (Jann Lay, Kerstin Nolte, Martin 

Ostermeier) 

BMZ, GIZ, EU, 2013–2017

Mitigating Trade-Offs between Economic and Ecological Functions and Services through Certifica-

tion (Jann Lay)

DFG (CRC 990), 2016–2019

The Influence of Religion on Sustainable Development (Matthias Basedau, Simone Gobien, Sebastian 

Prediger) 

BMZ, 2015–2018

The Rise of Middle Classes in Emerging and Developing Countries: Patterns, Causes, and Conse-

quences (Lena Giesbert, Jann Lay, Simone Schotte) 

Evangelisches Studienwerk e.V. (Villigst), GIGA, 2016–2018

West African Traders as Translators between Chinese and African Urban Modernities (Karsten 

Giese, Laurence Marfaing, Alena Thiel, Jessica Wilczak) 

DFG, 2013–2018
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Research Programme 4: Power and Ideas

Contested Leadership in International Relations: Power Politics in South America, South Asia and 

Sub-Saharan Africa (Daniel Flemes, Hannes Ebert)

Volkswagen Foundation (Schumpeter Fellowship), 2010–2018

Control of Infections: Perception of Risks and Political Agenda for Providing a Public Good (Wolfgang 

Hein, Julian Eckl, Anne Paschke) 

INFECTIONS’21 (Leibniz Research Alliance), 2016–2019

Diffusing the EU Model? The European Union’s Influence on Global Regionalism (Tobias Lenz)

Daimler and Benz Foundation, 2015–2017

Explaining Reluctance in International Politics: Rising Powers and Crisis Management (Sandra 

Destradi) 

Jean Monnet Fellowship, 2014–2017

Globalisation, Europe, and Multilateralism: Sophistication of the Transnational Order, Networks, 

and European Strategies (GEM-STONES) (Detlef Nolte, Miriam Prys-Hansen)

EU H2020 (ITN), 2016–2020

Power and Region in a Multipolar Order (PRIMO) (Detlef Nolte)

EU H2020 (ITN), 2013–2017
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Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles

Ansorg, Nadine

Security Sector Reform in Africa: Donor Approaches versus Local Needs, in: Contemporary Security Policy

Bank, André

The Study of Authoritarian Diffusion and Cooperation: Comparative Lessons on Interests versus Ideology, 

Nowadays and in History, in: Democratization

Bank, André, Christiane Fröhlich, and Andrea Schneiker

Migration aus der Gewalt, als Gewalt und in die Gewalt. Konzeptionelle Überlegungen zum Zusammen-

hang von menschlicher Mobilität und politischer Gewalt, in: Friedenswarte

Barrera Vivero, Anna and Rachel Sieder

Legalizing Indigenous Self-Determination: Autonomy and Buen Vivir in Latin America, in: The Journal of 

Latin American and Caribbean Anthropology

Basabe, Santiago and John Polga-Hecimovich

Desempeño económico y protesta ciudadana como detonantes de las caídas presidenciales: propuesta 

teórica y aplicaciones al caso ecuatoriano, in: Perfiles Latinoamericanos

Beek, Jan and Alena Thiel

Orders of Trade: Regulating Accra’s Makola Market, in: Journal of Legal Pluralism and Unofficial Law

Bondes, Maria and Thomas Johnson

Beyond Localized Environmental Contention: Horizontal and Vertical Diffusion in a Chinese Anti-Incinerator 

Campaign, in: Journal of Contemporary China

Bussolo, Maurizi, Simone Schotte, and Mikhail Matytsin

Accounting for the Bias against the Life-Cycle Hypothesis in Survey Data: An Example for Russia, in: The 

Journal of the Economics of Ageing

Darwich, May

Creating the Enemy, Constructing the Threat: The Diffusion of Repression Against the Muslim Brotherhood 

in the Middle East, in: Democratization

De Juan, Alexander

“Traditional” Institutions in Land Conflicts – Determinants of the Persistence of Pre-Colonial Dispute Settle-

ment in Burundi, in: Comparative Political Studies

De Juan, Alexander, Jan Pierskalla, and Fabian Krautwald

Constructing the State: Macro Strategies, Micro Incentives, and the Creation of Police Forces in Colonial 

Namibia, in: Politics & Society

De Juan, Alexander, Jan Pierskalla, and Max Montgomery

The Territorial Expansion of the Colonial State: Evidence from German East Africa 1890-1909, in: British 

Journal of Political Science (online first, 05.06.2017)

De Juan, Alexander and Eva Wegner

Social Inequality, State-Centered Grievances, and Protest – Evidence from South Africa, in: Journal of 

Conflict Resolution (online first, 16.08.2017)

Publications
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De Mello, Luiz, Simone Schotte, Erwin R. Tiongson, and Hernan Winkler

Greying the Budget: Ageing and Preferences over Public Policies, in: Kyklos. International Review for Social 

Sciences

Destradi, Sandra

India’s Reluctant Approach to R2P: Lessons from Perilous Interventions, in: Global Responsibility to Protect

Dodlova, Marina, Anna Giolbas, and Jann Lay

Social Transfers and Conditionalities under Different Regime Types, in: European Journal of Political Economy

Duina, Francesco and Tobias Lenz

Democratic Legitimacy in Regional Economic Organizations: The European Union in Comparative Per-

spective, in: Economy and Society (online first, 13.11.2017)

Dreger, Christian, Yun Schüler-Zhou, and Margot Schüller

Determinants of Chinese Direct Investments in the European Union, in: Applied Economics

Flemes, Daniel and Hannes Ebert

Bound to Change: German Foreign Policy in the Networked Order, in: Rising Powers Quarterly

Grauvogel, Julia and Christian von Soest

Legitimationsstrategien von Autokratien im Vergleich: Ergebnisse einer neuen Expertenumfrage, in: 

Zeitschrift für Vergleichende Politikwissenschaft

Grauvogel, Julia, Amanda Licht, and Christian von Soest

Sanctions and Signals: How International Sanction Threats Trigger Protest in Targeted Regimes, in: Inter-

national Studies Quarterly

Haaß, Felix and Martin Ottmann

Profits from Peace: The Political Economy of Power-Sharing and Corruption, in: World Development

Heibach, Jens and Mareike Transfeld

Opposition Dynamism under Authoritarianism: The Case of Yemen, 1994–2011, in: Democratization (on-

line first, 29.11.2017)

Heuser, Christoph

Después del auge: Campos de poder en el valle de Monzón, in: Revista de Ciencia Política y Gobierno

Hirt, Nicole and Abdulkader Saleh Mohammad

By Way of Patriotism, Coercion, or Instrumentalization: How the Eritrean Regime Makes Use of the Dias-

pora to Stabilize Its Rule, in: Globalizations (online first, 01.03.2017)

Josua, Maria

Legitimation Towards Whom? Managing the Legitimacy Crisis in Algeria During the Arab Uprisings, in: 

Zeitschrift für Vergleichende Politikwissenschaft (online first, 20.02.2017)

Lay, Jann and Kerstin Nolte

Determinants of Foreign Land Acquisitions in Low- and Middle-income Countries, in: Journal of Economic 

Geography (online first, 03.06.2017)

Publications
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Lenz, Tobias

Frame Diffusion and Institutional Choice in Regional Economic Cooperation, in: International Theory (online 

first, 26.12.2017)

Lenz, Tobias and Lora Viola

Legitimacy and Institutional Change in International Organizations: A Cognitive Approach, in: Review of 

International Studies (online first, 15.06.2017)

García López, Ana Isabel

After Regime Change: Corporatist Organisations and Political Parties in Mexico, in: The Latin Americanist

García López, Ana Isabel

Economic Remittances, Temporary Migration and Voter Turnout in Mexico, in: Migration Studies (online 

first, 13.03. 2017)

Lorch, Jasmin

Civil Society Support for Military Coups: Bangladesh and the Philippines, in: Journal of Civil Society

Montgomery, Max

Colonial Legacy of Gender Inequality: Christian Missionaries in German East Africa, in: Politics & Society

Narlikar, Amrita

India’s Role in Global Governance: A Modi-fication?, in: International Affairs

Narlikar, Amrita

The Real Power of the G-20, in: Foreign Affairs (online first, 25.07.2017)

Nolte, Kerstin and Martin Ostermeier

Labour Market Effects of Large-Scale Agricultural Investment: Conceptual Considerations and Estimated 

Employment Effects, in: World Development

Palop García, Pau

Ausentes, pero representados: mecanismos institucionales de representación de emigrantes en América 

Latina y el Caribe, in: América Latina Hoy (online first, 26.06.2017)

Pedroza, Luicy and Pau Palop García

The Grey Area between Nationality and Citizenship: An Analysis of External Citizenship Policies, in: Latin 

America and the Caribbean Citizenship Studies

Pedroza, Luicy and Pau Palop García

Diaspora Policies in Comparison: An Application of the Emigrant Policies Index (EMIX) for the Latin American  

and Caribbean Region, in: Political Geography

Ranko, Annette, Justyna Nedza, and Nikolai Röhl

A Common Transnational Agenda? Communication Network and Discourse of Political Salafists on Twitter, 

in: Mediterranean Politics (online first, 08.02.2017)

Roy, Vita

Stabilize, Rebuild, Prevent? An Overview of Post-Conflict Resource Management Tools, in: The Extractive 

Industries and Society
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Schüller, Margot and Jan Peter Wogart

The Emergence of Post-Crisis Regional Financial Institutions in Asia – With a Little Help from Europe, in: 

Asia Europe Journal

Schilling-Vacaflor, Almut and Jessica Eichler

The Shady Side of Consultation and Compensation: “Divide-and-Rule” Tactics in Bolivia’s Extraction Sector,  

in: Development and Change (online first, 27.09.2017)

Sharma, Chanchal Kumar

A Situational Theory of Pork-Barrel Politics: The Shifting Logic of Discretionary Allocations in India, in: India 

Review

Soest, Christian von and Julia Grauvogel

Identity, Procedures and Performance: How Authoritarian Regimes Legitimize their Rule, in: Contemporary 

Politics

Strasheim, Julia, Felix Haaß, and Felix S. Bethke

Konjunktur des Verantwortungsbegriffs in den Resolutionen des VN-Sicherheitsrates, 1946-2015, in: 

Politische Vierteljahresschrift

Strüver, Georg

China’s Partnership Diplomacy: International Alignment Based on Interests or Ideology, in: Chinese Journal 

of International Politics

Thiel, Alena and Michael Stasik

Market Men and Station Women: Changing Significations of Gendered Space in Accra, Ghana, in: Journal 

of Contemporary African Studies (online first, 02.02.2017)

Ufen, Andreas

Party Presidentialization in Post-Suharto Indonesia, in: Contemporary Politics (online first, 09.12.2017)

Publications
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GIGA Working Papers
www.giga-hamburg.de/en/workingpapers

308 // Tim Wegenast / Georg Strüver / Juliane Giesen / Mario Krauser

At Africa’s Expense? Disaggregating the Social Impact of Chinese Mining Operations

307 // Chanchal Kumar Sharma

Federalism and Foreign Direct Investment: How Political Affiliation Determines the Spatial Distribution of 

FDI – Evidence from India

306 // Sören Scholvin

Secondary Powers vis-à-vis South Africa: Hard Balancing, Soft Balancing, Rejection of Followership, and 

Disregard of Leadership

305 // Anika Oettler

Transitional Justice, Recognition, and Authoritative Power

304 // Simone Schotte

The Anxious and the Climbers: Ambivalent Attitudes towards Democracy among South Africa’s Middle Class

303 // Robert Kappel

New Horizons for Germany’s Africa Policy

302 // Sebastian Renner / Jann Lay / Michael Schleicher

The Effects of Energy Price Changes: Heterogeneous Welfare Impacts, Energy Poverty, and CO2 Emis-

sions in Indonesia

301 // Sebastian Renner / Jann Lay / Hannes Greve

Household Welfare and CO2 Emission Impacts of Energy and Carbon Taxes in Mexico

300 // Mariana Llanos / Charlotte Heyl / Viola Lucas / Alexander Stroh / Cordula Tibi Weber

Ousted from the Bench? Judicial Departures in Consolidating Democracies

299 // Mirjam Edel / Maria Josua

How Authoritarian Rulers Seek to Legitimise Repression: Framing Mass Killings in Egypt and Uzbekistan

298 // Chanchal Kumar Sharma

A Situational Theory of Pork-Barrel Politics: The Shifting Logic of Discretionary Allocations in India

297 // Matthias Basedau / Simone Gobien / Sebastian Prediger

The Ambivalent Role of Religion for Sustainable Development: A Review of the Empirical Evidence

296 // Julia Strasheim

The Politics of Institutional Reform and Post-Conflict Violence in Nepal
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GIGA Focus Global
www.giga-hamburg.de/en/giga-focus/global

6 // Jann Lay 

The G20 under Argentina’s Presidency: Time to Deliver on the Hamburg Promises

5 // Sabine Kurtenbach 

No One Size Fits All: A Global Approach to Peace

4 // Tobias Lenz

The Rising Authority of International Organisations

3 // Daniel Dückers

The Agenda 2030: Less Than the Minimum

2 // André Bank / Maria Josua

More Stable Together: The International Dimensions of Authoritarian Rule

1 // Amrita Narlikar

Can the G20 Save Globalisation?

GIGA Focus Africa
www.giga-hamburg.de/en/giga-focus/africa

8 // Jason Sumich

The Slow Decay of Southern Africa’s Dominant-Party Regimes

7 // Julia Grauvogel / Charlotte Heyl

Democracy in Africa: Against All Odds

6 // Bernhard Kampmann

Muslim Countries’ Foreign Policy in the Sahel

5 // Felix Haaß

Democracy Cannot Be Bought: Peace Building in Africa

4 // Matthias Basedau

The Rise of Religious Armed Conflicts in Sub-Saharan Africa: No Simple Answers

3 // Nicole Hirt

The European Union’s Africa Strategy: Closing Borders Instead of Tackling the Causes of Flight

2 // Jann Lay

The G20 Compact with Africa: An Incomplete Initiative

1 // Robert Kappel

Germany’s New Africa Policy: In Need of a Departure

Publications
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GIGA Focus Asia
www.giga-hamburg.de/en/giga-focus/asia

7 // Johannes Plagemann / Andreas Ufen

Varieties of Populism in Asia

6 // Fraser Cameron

“It’s Asia, Stupid”: Time for the EU to Deepen Relations with Asia

5 // Que Anh Dang

Vietnam Navigates Change to Defuse APEC’s Internal Crisis

4 // Yun Schüler-Zhou / Margot Schüller

Trump’s Shadow over US–China Economic Relations

3 // Daniel Neff / Joachim Betz

Gender Justice as an International Objective: India in the G20

2 // Sebastian Biba / Heike Holbig

China in the G20: A Narrow Corridor for Sino–European Cooperation

1 // Richard Roewer

Myanmar’s National League for Democracy at a Crossroads

GIGA Focus Latin America
www.giga-hamburg.de/en/giga-focus/latin-america

6 // Siri Völker

Brazil: Lula’s 2018 Candidacy Endangers Reforms of the Workers’ Party (PT)

5 // Detlef Nolte

Trade: The Undervalued Driver of Regional Integration in Latin America

4 // Mariana Llanos / Magna Inácio

Government Changeover without a Majority: Latin American Presidents’ Executive Strategies

3 // Sabine Kurtenbach / Detlef Nolte

Latin America’s Fight Against Corruption: The End of Impunity

2 // Víctor M. Mijares

The Resilience of Venezuelan Authoritarianism

1 // Luicy Pedroza

Gasoline into Fire: Mexico’s Internal Unrest Meets External Threats
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GIGA Focus Middle East
www.giga-hamburg.de/en/giga-focus/middle-east

8 // Alexander De Juan

The Return of Internally Displaced People within Iraq: Security Alone Is Not Enough

7 // Maren Koß

Sunni Political Islam: Grasping the Emerging Divide

6 // Anna Sunik

The UAE: From Junior Partner to Regional Power

5 // Yazan Doughan

Corruption in the Middle East and the Limits of Conventional Approaches

4 // Henner Fürtig

Qatar’s Relations with Iran: More Tactical Than Strategic

3 // Thomas Richter

Structural Reform in the Arab Gulf States: Limited Influence of the G20

2 // Jens Heibach

Saudi Arabia’s War in Yemen: No Exit Strategy

1 // Markus A. Kirchschlager

Mediation in the Yemen Conflict: Strengthening Regional Actors

Publications
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Monographs and Edited Volumes
www.giga-hamburg.de/en/publications/books

Ansorg, Nadine and Sabine Kurtenbach (eds.)

Institutional Reforms and Peacebuilding: Change, Path-Dependency and Societal Divisions in Post-War 

Communities

Abingdon / New York: Routledge

Bank, André and Kurt Weyland (eds.)

Clusters of Authoritarian Diffusion and Cooperation: The Role of Interests vs. Ideology

Special Issue of Democratization

Bünte, Marco and Björn Dressel (eds.)

Politics and Constitutions in Southeast Asia

Abingdon: Routledge

De Juan, Alexander and Jan Pierskalla (eds.)

The Comparative Politics of Colonialism and Its Legacies

Special Issue of Politics & Society

Flemes, Daniel, Eduardo Pastrana, and Mariana Carpes (eds.)

Estado y Perspectivas de las Relaciones Colombo-Brasileñas

Bogotá: Editorial PUJ

Hooghe, Liesbet, Gary Marks, Tobias Lenz, Jeanine Bezuijen, Besir Ceka, and Svet Derderyan

Measuring International Authority: A Postfunctionalist Theory of Governance

Oxford: Oxford University Press

Leifsen, Esben, Maria-Therese Gustafsson, Maria Guzmán-Gallegos, and Almut Schilling-Vacaflor 

(eds.)

New Mechanisms of Participation in Extractive Governance – Between New Technologies of Governance 

and Resistance Work

Special Issue of Third World Quarterly

Lorch, Jasmin

Civil Society and Mirror Images of Weak States: Bangladesh and the Philippines

London / New York / Melbourne: Palgrave Macmillanp

Strasheim, Julia

Interim Governments and the Stability of Peace

Heidelberg: Universität Heidelberg
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GIGA Forum
www.giga-hamburg.de/en/giga-forum

Chinas neue Seidenstraße: ein alternatives Modell globaler Zusammenarbeit? (China’s New Silk 

Road: An Alternative Model of Global Cooperation?

Speakers: Dr. Margot Schüller (GIGA), Dr. Johannes Plagemann (GIGA), Björn Pistol (Hamburg Port Authority)

Contested Freedom: The Many Faces of Religious Discrimination across the Globe

Speakers: Prof. Jonathan Fox (Bar Ilan University), Prof. Matthias Basedau (GIGA), Prof. Richard Traunmüller  

(University of Mannheim)

What’s Left of the Arab Spring? Citizens’ Perspectives

Speakers: Dr. Wendy Pearlman (Northwestern University), Dr. Merouan Mekouar (York University), Yazan 

Doughan (GIGA)

The End of the Commodity Boom and Trump’s Election: Latin America and the Caribbean at a Turning  

Point

Speakers: Paola Amadei (EU–LAC Foundation), Markus Rosenberger (KAS), Dr. Svenja Blanke (FES),  

Christoph G. Schmitt (LAV)

GIGA Talks
www.giga-hamburg.de/en/events/giga-talks-berlin

Models and Impacts of Populism in Asia

Speakers: Prof. Dr. Sandra Destradi (GIGA / Helmut Schmidt University), PD Dr. Andreas Ufen (GIGA), 

Marc Saxer (FES)

International Organisations in Crisis? Rising Authority and Perceptions of Decline

Speakers: Prof. Dr. Liesbet Hooghe (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill), Prof. Dr. Tobias Lenz  

(GIGA / University of Goettingen)

Forever Stuck? The Fate of Syrians in the Middle East

Speakers: Dr. Wendy Pearlman (Northwestern University), Dr. André Bank (GIGA)

 

Iran after the Presidential Elections: Heading for Confrontation or Compromise?

Speaker: Prof. Dr. Henner Fürtig (GIGA)

A Sustainable Investment Compact with Africa

Speakers: Dr. Ulrich Bartsch (BMF), Jan Hofmeyr (IJR), Jane Karonga (UNECA)

Depending on Developing Countries: Climate Protection Following the Paris Agreement

Speaker: Dr. Sebastian Renner (GIGA)

Events

Events
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Lectures and Discussions
www.giga-hamburg.de/en/events/giga-lectures

GIGA Distinguished Speaker Lecture Series

Peace Agreements, Post-Conflict Society and Irregular Migration in El Salvador

Lecture by Hugo Martínez, Foreign Minister of El Salvador 

GIGA Distinguished Speaker Lecture Series

The Future of Multilateralism: The Role of the G20 Process

Lecture by Professor Lars-Hendrik Röller, Chief Economic Advisor to the German Chancellor

GIGA Distinguished Speaker Lecture Series

A Westphalia for the Middle East?

Lecture by Professor Brendan Simms, University of Cambridge, United Kingdom

Discussion

India’s Rise in a Changing International System

Launch of “India’s Rise at 70” (special issue of International Affairs) in cooperation with Chatham House

Discussion

Krise ohne Ausweg? Nordkorea und die Bombe

Discussion as part of the GIGA–NDR series Border Crossers – Foreign Correspondents Connecting with 

Scholars

Discussion

Can the G20 Process Save Globalisation? From China to Germany to Argentina

Panel discussion and launch of the GIGA Focus series on the G20

Discussion

Climate Policy, the G20, and the Global South

Panel discussion in cooperation with the Centre for Globalisation and Governance (University of Hamburg)

Discussion

The G20 amidst Global Transition: Expectations and Hopes, Risks and Challenges

Panel discussion as part of the GIGA’s G20 activities

Discussion

G20 and Indo-German Intergovernmental Consultations – Outcomes for Indo-German Business 

Relations

Panel discussion in cooperation with the German Asia-Pacific Business Association (OAV) and the Hamburg  

Chamber of Commerce

Discussion

Die neue Völkerwanderung − Afrikas Hoffnung verlässt den Kontinent

Panel discussion in cooperation with the German–African Business Association (AV) and the Afrika-Kolle-

gium Hamburg
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Discussion

G20’s Focus on Free and Fair Trade for Sustainable Development

Joint roundtable with the German Development Institute and the International Centre for Trade and Sus-

tainable Development

Discussion

The European Union in Times of Globalisation

Discussion as part of Europe Week in Hamburg and the GIGA’s G20 activities

Discussion

Erreger ohne Grenzen: Herausforderung für Politik und Forschung

INFECTIONS’21 (Leibniz Research Alliance) event co-organised with the Bernhard Nocht Institute for 

Tropical Medicine, the Research Center Borstel, and the Heinrich Pette Institute

Discussion

Indo-German Relations: Prospect of Closer Cooperation in Turbulent Times

Panel discussion as part of India Week in Hamburg, Germany

Discussion

Shrinking Spaces for NGOs: How to Deal with the Rise of Authoritarian Practices?

Panel discussion in Berlin, Germany

Discussion

Flucht vor dem Frieden? Zur aktuellen Situation von Binnenvertriebenen in Kolumbien

Panel discussion in cooperation with the United Nations Association of Germany (UNA-Germany) 

GIGA Seminar in Socio-Economics

Diversity of Large-Scale Land Acquisitions and Their Divergent Outcomes in Ethiopia

Lecture by Dr. Chuan Liao, University of Michigan, United States

GIGA Seminar in Socio-Economics

Social Accountability and Service Delivery: Evidence from a Large-Scale Experiment in Uganda

Lecture by Dr. Nathan Fiala, University of Connecticut, United States

GIGA Seminar in Socio-Economics

Human Rights During Crises

Lecture by Dr. Jerg Gutmann, University of Hamburg, Germany

GIGA Seminar in Socio-Economics

Labour Migration in Asia: Protracted Precarity and Truncated Rights

Lecture by Prof. Dr. Nicola Piper, University of Sydney, Australia

GIGA Seminar in Socio-Economics

Collective Land and Agrarian Change in China

Lecture by Dr. René Trappel, University of Freiburg, Germany

GIGA Seminar in Socio-Economics

Demand for Off-Grid Solar Electricity – Experimental Evidence from Rwanda

Lecture by Prof. Dr. Michael Grimm, University of Passau, Germany

Events
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Lecture 

Afrobarometer Round 6 Results: Selected Findings Pertaining to the SDGs

Lecture by Jan Hofmeyr, Institute for Justice and Reconciliation, South Africa

Lecture

Growth in Africa: End of Africa Rising?

Lecture by Roger Nord, Deputy Director of the African Department of the IMF, United States

Lecture 

Coalition Presidentialism across Regions

Lecture by Prof. Carlos Pereira, Getúlio Vargas Foundation, Brazil, and Svitlana Chernykh, Australian Na-

tional University, Australia

Lecture

Autocratic Waves in Europe and Latin America: Diffusion and Counter-Diffusion

Lecture by Prof. Kurt Weyland, University of Texas at Austin, United States

(Book launch in co-operation with the Berlin Social Science Center (WZB), Berlin, Germany)

Lecture

The Failure of the Monarchies Club: GCC Integration versus Clashing Identities in Kuwait and Qatar

Lecture by Prof. Sean Yom, Temple University, United States

Lecture

How to Historicise the Global Revival of Economic Liberalism in the Late 20th Century?

Lecture by Dr. Tobias Rupprecht, University of Exeter, United Kingdom

Lecture

Adopt and Adapt: Authoritarian Learning in Post-Soviet Kazakhstan

Lecture by Dr. Adele Del Sordi, University of Amsterdam, Netherlands

Lecture

Oil, Order, and Inclusion: Rethinking the Resource “Curse”

Lecture by Dr. Benjamin Smith, University of Florida, United States

Lecture

El regionanalismo latinoamericano y el nuevo orden mundial

Lecture by Prof. Dr. Andrés Serbin, Coordinadora Regional de Investigaciones Económicas y Sociales, 

Nicaragua

Lecture

How Political Repression Discourages Coups

Lecture by Dag Tanneberg, University of Potsdam, Germany

Lecture

India and the European Union: Perceptions, Narratives, Prospects

Lecture by Prof. Rajendra Jain, Jawaharlal Nehru University, India

Lecture

Arica y Parinacota, Cultural Landscape of America

Book launch in co-operation with the EU–LAC Foundation and the Chilean Consulate in Hamburg, Germany
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Workshops and Conferences
www.giga-hamburg.de/en/events/conferences

Envisioning Peace | Transforming Conflict

GIGA Global Transitions Conference, Hamburg, Germany

The Sustainability of Democracy in the Trump Era

Joint conference with the Red Euro–Latinoamericana de Gobernabilidad para el Desarrollo (RedGob), the 

EU–LAC Foundation, the Instituto de Relações Internacionais at PUC-Rio, and the International Institute 

for Democracy and Electoral Assistance, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

Populism in Asia: Contours, Causes, Consequences

Joint conference with Monash University Malaysia, Bandar Sunway, Malaysia

The Politics of Reception: Syria’s Neighborhood as a Social Field

Joint conference with the Lebanese American University and the Institute for Migration Studies, Byblos, 

Lebanon

Krise des post-hegemonialen Zyklus? Die Außenpolitiken und internationalen Beziehungen Latein-

amerikas nach dem Rohstoffboom

Joint conference with the Ibero-American Institute, the German Association of Latin American Studies 

(ADLAF), and the Konrad-Adenauer Foundation, Berlin, Germany

Simbabwe vor den Wahlen

Joint event with the Heinrich Böll Foundation, Berlin, Germany

The End of Free Trade as We Know It?

Joint event with the German Asia-Pacific Business Association (OAV) and the Hamburg Chamber of Com-

merce, Hamburg, Germany

EU–CELAC Economic Forum: Channels for a Joint Future

Joint conference with the Real Instituto Elcano and Bruegel, Brussels, Belgium

Wird Afrikas Zukunft verspielt?

Joint event with the German–African Business Association, the Afrika-Kollegium Hamburg, the German–

Ethiopian Foundation, the Hiob Ludolf Zentrum at the University of Hamburg, and the Hamburg Chamber 

of Commerce, Hamburg, Germany

Regionalism Under Stress – Toward Fragmentation and Disintegration?

Joint event with the Cátedra Martius de Estudos Alemães e Europeus, the Faculdade de Direito da Univer-

sidade de São Paulo, and the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), São Paulo, Brazil

Forging Bonds with Emigrants: Challenges for Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean

Joint conference with the EU–LAC Foundation and the CAF Development Bank of Latin America, Hamburg,  

Germany

Changing Asia 2017: Perspectives on Regional and Global Cooperation

Joint event with the Institute for Defence Studies and Analyses (IDSA), the China Foreign Affairs University 

(CFAU), and the University of Virginia, New Delhi, India
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China and Globalization – New Era, New Challenges

Joint conference with the Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences, the CASS Institute of European Studies, 

and the Bertelsmann Foundation, Berlin, Germany

5. Nachwuchstagung der Arbeitsgemeinschaft Deutsche Lateinamerikaforschung (ADLAF)

Joint conference with the German Association of Latin American Studies (ADLAF) and the Ibero-American 

Institute, Berlin, Germany

Violence, Resources, Justice and the Perspective of Power

Workshop with the Universidad de los Andes, Bogotá, Colombia 

Area Studies: From Academic Knowledge Production to Policy Relevance?

Joint academic workshop with the Beijing Foreign Studies University, Beijing, China

Asia – Transition of a World Region

Joint conference with the German Association for Asian Studies (DGA), Hamburg, Germany

Die Rückkehr der Rechten an die Macht in Südamerika

Joint event with the Friedrich Ebert Foundation, Berlin, Germany

Skills for Development: An Agenda for Change in Latin America

Joint event in cooperation with the CAF Development Bank of Latin America, Berlin, Germany

Start-Ups als Entwicklungsmotor der Wirtschaft in Lateinamerika

Joint event with the Friedrich Naumann Foundation for Freedom and the Business Association for Latin 

America (LAV), Hamburg, Germany

Executive Politics in Latin America and Beyond

Workshop at the GIGA, Hamburg, Germany

Wie autoritäre Regime zusammenarbeiten – und wie der Westen darauf reagieren kann

Joint workshop with the Federal Foreign Office, Berlin, Germany

Religious Minorities: Grievances, Discrimination and Conflict

Workshop at the GIGA, Hamburg, Germany

Politischer Islam

Workshop at the GIGA Berlin Office, Berlin, Germany

Fundamentos de las relaciones entre China y América Latina en el contexto de la globalización

Workshop at the GIGA, Hamburg, Germany

China y América Latina

Workshop at the GIGA, Hamburg, Germany

Who Speaks for Political Islam? Islamist and Salafist Political Actors and the Relevance of Trans-

national Networks

Workshop at the GIGA Berlin Office, Berlin, Germany
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Participants at the 
GIGA Global Transi-
tions Conference

Participants at the 
“Forging Bonds with 
Emigrants” confer-
ence, which was held 
at Hamburg City 
Hall
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International Networking

Albuquerque, Grazielle Campinas State University DAAD

Carroll, Royce University of Essex GIGA

Chávez Sabando, Nila Universidad de Girona Universidad de Girona 

Chu, Sinan Syracuse University Konrad Adenauer Foundation

Cuevas, Rodrigo Universidad de Chile DAAD

Dang, Que Anh University of Bristol Marie Curie PhD Research 

Fellow (EU)

Dantas, Aline Chianca Universidade de Brasilia CAPES

Fakhoury, Tamirace Lebanese American University Alexander von Humboldt 

Foundation

Inácio, Magna Universidade Federal de Minas 

Gerais

PROBRAL (DAAD–CAPES)

Ishengoma, Esther University of Dar Es Salaam Alexander von Humboldt 

Foundation

Jayadeva, Sazana University of Cambridge DAAD / Leibniz Association

Kenkel, Kai Michael PUC Rio PUC Rio

Khan, Raphaëlle King’s College London GIGA (Research Platform India)

Lee, Sook Jong Sungkyunkwan University Sungkyunkwan University

López García, Ana Isabel Colegio de la Frontera Norte CONACYT

Mekouar, Merouan York University LA&PS (York University)

Mesquita, Rafael Federal University of Pernam-

buco (UFPE)

CAPES

Mouiche, Ibrahim University of Yaoundé Georg Foster Fellowship

Perdana, Aditya University of Indonesia Self-financed

Roa García, Cecilia University of British Columbia Alexander von Humboldt 

Foundation

Seabra, Pedro Nuno Alves Vidal Universidade de Lisboa DAAD

Sharma, Chanchal Kumar Central University of Haryana GIGA (Research Platform India)

Shim, Jaemin University of Oxford Thyssen Foundation 

Visiting Fellows
www.giga-hamburg.de/en/visiting-fellows
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Silva, Luiz Eduardo Garcia da Federal University of Rio 

Grande do Sul

DAAD

Tanwar, Jagriti University of Uppsala Self-financed

Vera Rojas, Sofía Beatriz Pittsburgh University DAAD

Zapata, Sandra Universidad de Salamanca Universidad de Salamanca



78 GIGA Annual Report 2017

Executive Board
(as of 31 December 2017)

Narlikar, Amrita, Prof. Dr. President 

Köllner, Patrick, Prof. Dr. Vice President and Director of IAS

Fürtig, Henner, Prof. Dr. Director of IMES

Lay, Jann, Apl. Prof. Dr. Acting Director of IAA

Nolte, Detlef, Prof. Dr. Director of ILAS 

Peetz, Peter, Dr. Head of Finances and Administration

Almohamad, Selman

Althoff, Christof

Bank, André, Dr

Basedau, Matthias, Prof. Dr.

Chang, So Young

De Juan, Alexander, Dr.

Destradi, Sandra, Prof. Dr.

Doughan, Yazan

Ebert, Hannes, Dr.

Flemes, Daniel, Dr. 

Giese, Karsten, Dr.

Glawion, Tim 

Gobien, Simone, Dr.

Grauvogel, Julia, Dr.

Greve, Hannes

Gundlach, Erich, Prof. Dr.

Hansing, Katrin, Dr.

Heibach, Jens

Heyl, Charlotte

Hirseland, Aline-Sophia

Hoffmann, Bert, Prof. Dr.

Holbig, Heike, Prof. Dr.

Josua, Maria, Dr.

Konzack, Tom

Koß, Maren, Dr.

Kurtenbach, Sabine, Dr.

Lenz, Tobias, Prof. Dr.

Lierl, Malte, Dr.

Llanos, Mariana, Dr.

Lorch, Jasmin, Dr.

Neff, Daniel, Dr.

Nolte, Kerstin, Dr.

Palop García, Pau

Pedroza, Luicy, Dr.

Academic Staff
(as of 31 December 2017)

Staff
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Plagemann, Johannes, Dr.

Prys-Hansen, Miriam, Dr.

Reder, Désirée

Richter, Thomas, Dr.

Ruth, Saskia Pauline, Dr.

Schotte, Simone

Schüller, Margot, Dr.

Soest, Christian von, Dr.

Strüver, Georg, Dr.

Sumich, Jason Michael, Dr.

Thyen, Kressen

Ufen, Andreas, Dr.

Völker, Siri Kristina

Wieczorek, Iris, Dr.

Aumann, Frederike

Bailey, Errol

Barth, Sabine

Bartsch, Sonja 

Baumann, Ellen

Behrends, Christoph

Berg, Christine

Biesenbach, Doris

Brandt, Petra

Bücke, Silvia, Dr.

Carstensen, Ann-Margritt

Darwich, Rim

Dold, Manuel 

Drews, Ulrike

Gohlke-Kosso, Kerstin

Goldstein, Susanne

Hinterreiter-Bunzel, Christine

Hoffendahl, Christine

Staff of Service Departments
(As of 31 DeCember 2017)

Javanshir, Nadia

Kasiske, Marein

Kleeblatt, Volker

Kleis, Pia

Kotzel, Uwe

Kramer, Julia

Kruithoff, Olaf

Labusga, Kerstin

Lüth, Jan

Majumder, Sonja

Menz, Dirk

Nelson, Melissa

Ohlsen, Frank

Pfeiffer, Birte, Dr.

Preisser, Meenakshi

Richter, Josef

Röhl, Nikolai

Roeske, Claudia
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Sablinski, Denise

Schneider, Urte

Schweiger, Verena

Shiraishi, Juli-Ann

Siebold, Thomas, Dr.

Stövesand, Stephanie

Tetzlaff, Gabriele

Völckers, Astrid

Wagner, Maren, Dr.

Waldeck, Brigitte

Walther, Stefanie

Waßmann, Nina

Watermülder, Heike

Westphal, Susann

Wiegmann, Nadine

Willers, Wilma

The GIGA Team
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Doctoral Training

Doctorates Earned in 2017

Name Doctoral Thesis Supervisors

Bondes, Maria A Burning Issue: Waste Incineration and the Dif-

fusion of Environmental Contention in China

Michael Friedrich,  

Björn Alpermann

Grauvogel, Julia The “Internal Opposition Effect” of International 

Sanctions: Insights from Burundi, Zimbabwe 

and a Qualitative Comparative Analysis of Sub-

Saharan Africa

Michael Brzoska,  

Gordon Crawford

Haaß, Felix Buying Democracy? The Political Economy of 

Foreign Aid, Power-Sharing Governments, and 

Post-Conflict Political Development

Margit Bussmann,  

Caroline Hartzell

Hettig, Elisabeth Agricultural Transformation and Land-Use 

Change: Evidence on Causes and Impacts from 

Indonesia

Jann Lay,  

Stephan Klasen

Heyl, Charlotte The Contribution of Constitutional Courts to the 

Democratic Quality of Elections in Sub-Saharan 

Africa: A Comparative Case Study of Madagas-

car and Senegal

Christof Hartmann,  

Tobias Debiel

Negrete García, Ana 

Karen 

Microenterprise Performance and Economic 

Development: Evidence from Mexico

Jann Lay,  

Sebastian Vollmer

Strüver, Georg Explaining Alignment in International Politics:  

The Case of Foreign Policy Convergence and 

Partnerships with China

Detlef Nolte,  

Patrick Köllner

Sunik, Anna Monarchic Peace? Foreign Policy and Ingroup 

Identity of Middle East Monarchies

Sebastian Harnisch,  

Gregory Gause

Van Treeck, Katharina The Role of Labor in Sustainable Development Jann Lay,  

Stephan Klasen

Wilczak, Jessica Reconstructing Rural Chengdu: Urbanization in 

the Post-Quake Context

Alana Boland,  

Rachel Silvey
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Engagement in Professional Associations

Area-Specific Associations

Africa–Europe Group for Interdisciplinary Studies (AEGIS) Institutional membership

African Studies Association in Germany (  Vereinigung für Afrika

wissenschaften in Deutschland, VAD)

Hosting of secretariat; Jason Sumich, 

Board Member

Business Association for Latin America (Lateinamerika Verein, 

LAV)

Detlef Nolte, Executive Committee 

Member

CrossArea – Association for Transregional Studies, Comparative 

Area Studies, and Global Studies (Verband für Transregionale 

Studien, Vergleichende Area Studies und Global Studies)

Institutional membership

European Academic Network of CAF (Red Académica Europea 

de CAF Development Bank of Latin America)

Institutional membership

European Alliance for Asian Studies (Asia Alliance) Patrick Köllner, Board Member

European Association for Middle Eastern Studies (EURAMES) Henner Fürtig, Council Member

European Council for Social Research on Latin America  (Consejo 

Europeo de Investigaciones Sociales de América Latina, CEISAL)

Institutional membership

European–Latin American Network on Governance for Develop-

ment (Red Euro–Latinoamericana de Gobernabilidad para el 

Desarrollo, RedGob)

Institutional membership; secretariat; 

Detlef Nolte, Pro Tempore President

German Association for Asian Studies (Deutsche Gesellschaft für 

Asienkunde, DGA)

Hosting of secretariat; Karsten Giese, 

Executive Board Member / Managing  

Director; Margot Schüller, Deputy 

Chairperson

German Association of Latin American Studies (Arbeitsgemein-

schaft Deutsche Lateinamerika-Forschung, ADLAF)

Institutional membership on Executive 

Board

German Middle East Studies Association for Contemporary  

Research and Documentation (Deutsche Arbeitsgemeinschaft 

Vorderer Orient, DAVO)

Institutional membership

Latin American Political Science Association (Asociación Latino

americana de Ciencia Política, ALACIP)

Mariana Llanos, Secretary General

Reflection Group on Integration and Development in Latin America 

and Europe (Grupo de Reflexión sobre Integración y Desarrollo en 

América Latina y Europa, GRIDALE)

Detlef Nolte, Coordination Committee 

Member  

World Congress of Middle East Studies (WOCMES) Henner Fürtig, Advisory Board  

Member
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Thematic and Disciplinary Associations

European Association of Development Research and 

Training Institutes (EADI)

Institutional membership

European Consortium for Political Research (ECPR) Institutional membership

German Political Science Association (Deutsche Ver-

einigung für Politikwissenschaft, DVPW)

Patrick Köllner, Co-Speaker of the working 

group Democracy Research; Tobias Lenz,  

Co-Speaker of the thematic group Comparative 

Regionalism Research

Processes of International Negotiation (PIN) Amrita Narlikar, Steering Committee Member

International Studies Association (ISA), American 

Political Science Association (APSA), International 

Political Science Association (IPSA), Verein für Social-

politik, American Economic Association (AEA), Midwest 

Political Science Association (MPSA), European Union 

Studies Association (EUSA), European International 

Studies Association (EISA), amongst others

Individual memberships of GIGA researchers
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Financial Statement 1 January–31 December 2017

The GIGA is thankful for the institutional support provided by the Free and Hanse-

atic City of Hamburg (Ministry of Science, Research and Equalities), the other federal 

states (Länder), and the Federal Republic of Germany (Federal Foreign Office). The 

GIGA would also like to express its gratitude to all those institutions that have enhanced 

the GIGA’s research activities by granting project funding. The GIGA strives to main-

tain a high level of third party–funded project grants. In 2017 these funds totalled EUR 

2,288,932 and accounted for 21 per cent of total revenues.

On 1 January 2017 the GIGA’s new guidelines on investing the foundation’s capital 

assets came into effect. Since then, the GIGA has restructured its investment portfolio 

accordingly. Investment is now guided by a long-term investment strategy which aims 

at security, real preservation, ethical responsibility, and a return on the foundation’s as-

sets. The Guidelines for the Investment of the GIGA’s Foundation Assets – including a 

mandatory annex of social, ecological, and other ethical criteria – can be downloaded 

from the GIGA website: www.giga-hamburg.de/en/investmentguidelines. 

Revenues (in EUR)

1. Institutional support (federal and Länder) 7,458,940

2. Third-party funding for projects 2,288,932

3. Revenues from sales of publications 19,048

4. Investment income from capital assets 57,430

5. Amortisation of special items (reversal of accruals, etc.) 1,292,737

6. Other operating income 35,981

Total  

revenues

11,153,068

Dr. Peter Peetz

Financial Statement

Expenses (in EUR)

1. Staff expenditures 6,666,641

2. Service expenses; material and operating expenses 2,908,058

3. Allocation to special items (accruals, etc.) 1,578,369

Total expenses 11,153,068
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Boards

Board of Trustees
(As of December 2017)

Dr. Eva Gümbel (Chair) State Councillor, Hamburg Ministry of Science, Research and Equalities

Heiko Nitzschke (Deputy Chair) Federal Foreign Office, Policy Planning Staff, Berlin

Niels Annen Member of Parliament, German Bundestag, Berlin

Edelgard Bulmahn Former Vice President, German Bundestag, Berlin

Andreas Cichowicz Editor-in-Chief, NDR Television, Hamburg

Christoph Kannengießer German-African Business Association (AV), Hamburg

Prof. Dr. Heiderose Kilper Director, Leibniz Institute for Research on Society and Space (IRS), 

Erkner

Prof. Dr. Dieter Lenzen President, University of Hamburg

Dr. Stefan Mair Federation of German Industries (BDI), Berlin

Corinna Nienstedt Hamburg Chamber of Commerce, International Business Division

Ruprecht Polenz German Society for East European Studies, Berlin

Timo Prekop German Asia-Pacific Business Association (OAV), Hamburg

Albrecht C. Rädecke Business Association for Latin America (LAV), Hamburg

Helene Rang German Near and Middle East Association (NUMOV), Berlin

Lars-H. Selwig Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), 

Berlin

Anna Wieser Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF), Bonn

Prof. Dr. Michael Zürn Berlin Social Science Center (WZB)
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Academic Advisory Board
(As of December 2017)

Prof. Dr. Michael Zürn (Chair) Berlin Social Science Center (WZB), Germany

Prof. Anna Leander, PhD 

(Deputy Chair)

Copenhagen Business School, Department for Management, Politics 

and Philosophy, Denmark

Prof. Ummu Salma Bava, PhD Jawaharlal Nehru University, India

Prof. Dr. Daniel Drezner Tufts University, The Fletcher School, United States

Prof. Dr. Anita Engels University of Hamburg, Department of Social Sciences, Centre for  

Globalisation and Governance (CGG), Germany

Prof. Dr. Sebastian Heilmann Mercator Institute for China Studies (MERICS), Berlin, Germany, and 

University of Trier, Political Science Department, Germany

Dr. Béatrice Hibou Centre national de la recherche scientifique (CNRS), France, and  

Sciences Po Paris, Centre d’Études internationales (CERI), France

Prof. Kathryn Hochstetler, PhD London School of Economics (LSE), United Kingdom

Prof. Jane Wanjiku Kabubo-

Mariara, PhD

University of Nairobi, Kenya

Prof. Louis W. Pauly, PhD University of Toronto, Canada

Assoc. Prof. Angelika Rettberg, 

PhD

Universidad de los Andes, Colombia

Prof. Diana Tussie, PhD Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales (FLACSO), Argentina



Council for Financial Affairs
(As of December 2017)

Katja Linke (Chair) Hamburg Ministry of Science, Research and Equalities

Heiko Nitzschke (Deputy 

Chair)

Federal Foreign Office, Policy Planning Staff, Berlin

Dr. Thomas Held German Foundation for Peace Research (DSF), Osnabrück

Lars-H. Selwig Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), 

Berlin

Dr. Manuela Urban Forschungsverbund Berlin e.V.
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GIGA German Institute of Global and Area Studies / Leibniz-Institut für Globale und 

Regionale Studien

The GIGA German Institute of Global and Area Studies is an independent social-science 

research institute based in Hamburg. It analyses political, social, and economic develop-

ments in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the Middle East and compares issues of ac-

countability and participation, peace and security, growth and development, and power 

and ideas across world regions. The GIGA is committed to scholarship that is global in 

content, structure, and reach. It combines in-depth area expertise and interdisciplinary 

comparison. Its unique approach provides for impactful new insights and allows the 

Institute to bring original value-added to the field. Research-based policy advice and 

knowledge transfer to the wider public are essential elements of its mandate.

The GIGA operates the largest non-university information centre for area and com-

parative area studies in Germany and maintains a liaison office in Berlin. The Institute 

has 160 staff members and belongs to the Leibniz Association. It is funded by the Ger-

man Federal Foreign Office, the Hamburg Ministry of Science, Research, and Equali-

ties and the other federal states. It also acquires a substantial amount of competitive 

third-party funding. 

 

President: Prof. Dr. Amrita Narlikar (DPhil, Oxon; PhD, Cantab)

Chairperson of Board of Trustees: Dr. Eva Gümbel

Chairperson of Academic Advisory Board: Prof. Dr. Michael Zürn

Neuer Jungfernstieg 21 | 20354 Hamburg | Germany

Phone: +49 (0)40 - 428 25-593 | Fax: +49 (0)40 - 428 25-547

Email: info@giga-hamburg.de | Web: www.giga-hamburg.de

The GIGA Annual Report is available at the GIGA website, where detailed information 

about the Institute’s activities and research programmes can also be found. 

www.giga-hamburg.de/about
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