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Informal Norms in
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Human Rights, Intellectual Property Rules and
Access to Medicines
Wolfgang Hein, GIGA German Institute of Global and Area
Studies, Germany and Suerie Moon, Harvard University, USA
with a foreword by Susan Sell
‘A fascinating study of how to achieve global change in an area of critical importance to millions of people,
against considerable odds, through the combination of innovative ideas, clever strategies and the power of
norms. If it can be done through access to medicines, it can also be done elsewhere.’
– John Gerard Ruggie, Harvard University, USA
‘Global health is increasingly challenged to deal with the transnational political and the commercial
determinants of health – but international political institutions are often weak and fragmented and find it
difficult to apply the legal and normative instruments at their disposal. This book describes the fundamental
conflicts of interest at stake and illustrates how the framing of access to medicines as a human right has
opened up new opportunities for civil society to demand a new approach to global governance for health.
Its message is clear: global health requires a change in the character of global politics.’
– Ilona Kickbusch, The Graduate Institute Geneva, Switzerland
Hein and Moon take up a serious problem of contemporary global
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