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“Mixed Methods Research”
Content
This course is designed to assist researchers in combining two or more methodological
approaches in empirical projects—so-called mixed methods research (MMR)—in order to
strengthen the validity of their conclusions and demonstrate generalizability of their findings.
The course will be especially useful for PhD students who are working on their theses,
postdoctoral fellows who are transforming their theses into a monograph or series of articles as
well as advanced researchers who wish to use more than one method in their published work,
but are uncertain about how to proceed. Particular attention will be paid to the extent to which
methods from diverging epistemologies can be combined, and if so how. The course is heavily
weighted toward examples, class exercises and workshopping student projects. As such, the
course is intended to guide students through the process of fitting an appropriately tailored
mixed-method study design to their research question, establish a plan to assess their empirical
claims using a combination of research methods, and work out how to approach, collect and
analyze different types of empirical data at multiple levels of analysis and across different
spatial and temporal domains. Finally, we discuss techniques for integrating the empirical
results and writing them up in a convincing narrative style.
Structure
Each teaching bloc will consist of different general topics that are essential for conducting
mixed methods research. The first concerns different models for combining different research
techniques in one’s project. The second consists of thinking about how to construct a mixed
methods research design. The third concerns techniques for combining different positivist
techniques and data. In the fourth, we go over the logic of mixing positivist-interpretivist
techniques. Finally, the fifth explores how to pull together and analyze the data in order to
answer the research question set out at the start of the project.
Each of the above sessions will consist of an interactive lecture-seminar discussion, followed by
workshopping students’ ideas as well as class exercises. Students will gain maximum benefit
from the course if they are willing to talk about their projects in the seminars for the purpose of
developing and refining their research strategy.
Preparatory work
Students will be asked to read (or quickly skim) 10 articles or chapters to be circulated no later
than mid-October.
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the winner of Mershon Center’s Edgar S. Furniss Book Award in 2007 and named a Choice
Outstanding Academic Title by Choice Magazine. The book is based on her dissertation, which
won the Seymour Martin Lipset Award for Best Comparativist Dissertation in 2001. She has
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