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Against all Odds - Youth in Postwar Societies 

 

Postwar societies are high-risk contexts for the youth due to inequality, demographic 

pressure, dysfunctional institutions and the personal experience of violence. In these 

contexts, transitions to adulthood, i.e. economic independence, family formation, political 

citizenship, are difficult. While the awareness that young people are an important actor has 

risen considerably at the international level, young people’s problems and needs are rarely 

priorities at the national and local level in developing societies. Youths enter the public 

sphere mostly when their behaviour is considered inappropriate, unsocial or violent, 

leading to claims about ‘youth out of control’. Youths – most of all marginalized males – 

are considered a security threat as they account for the majority of perpetrators (and 

victims) of different forms of violence. Nevertheless, the vast majority of youth does not 

resort to arms or violence. 

The case studies on El Salvador, Nicaragua, and South Africa show how formal 

possibilities of economic and political participation shape young people’s transitions into 

adulthood. All three countries have a violent history but have also experienced a significant 

increase in the level of political participation during the last two decades. Former rebels 

have been elected president. The current youth cohort is the first postwar generation. 

Levels of postwar violence vary. El Salvador is one of the most violent countries in the 

world, Nicaragua has relative lower levels and South Africa presents decreasing levels of 

violence. While these different contexts shape young people’s opportunities, a lot of 

similarities can be observed in these countries. 

The country reports present the results of field research in early 2015. Focus group 

discussions with young people on their possibilities to participate were held in rural and 

urban contexts, in hotspots of violence and non-violent neighbourhoods.  The reports 

show that most of the young people try to transit into adulthood by using the few 

possibilities provided by adult society. Major problems in all countries are related to the 

lack of decent work despite the fact that youth have a better education than their parents. 

Regarding political participation, young people express frustration that their specific needs 

and ideas are largely ignored by adults in government and society. This generational 

bottleneck contains a high potential for future conflict. 

 

 

Sabine Kurtenbach 

Hamburg, May 2016 
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Introduction 

 

tudying youth in South Africa 

means to focus on a large part of 

its people. The “rainbow nation” 

is culturally and ethnically diverse. 

Additionally, it has quite a young 

population, with 47% of the fifty-three 

million citizens being below the age of 24 

years (CIA Factbook 2016) and 67% below 

the age of 35 (NPU 2014). In consequence, 

the country faces many challenges related 

to youth inter alia education, job creation, 

or social security.   

South Africa’s younger history has been 

characterized especially by the 

“apartheid”, a system designed to suppress 

non-white South Africans and secure 

white minority rule. From 1910 onwards, 

racial separation became part of the 

political system and was firmly secured in 

1948 through the National Party (NP). The 

apartheid entrenched the social and ethnic 

divide in South Africa and institutionalized 

discrimination of non-whites. It was not 

before 1994 when the first democratic 

elections were held in South Africa, with 

Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela becoming the 

first black president. Today South Africa’s 

political landscape on the national level is 

still dominated by his party; the African 

National Congress (ANC), even if it has 

lost trust among society and some 

percentage points of its parliament 

majority. On the other hand, the 

Democratic Alliance (DA) and the 

Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF) of 

former ANC youth league leader, Julius 

Malema, are getting growing support.  

The selected age-cohort for this study 

includes young people aged 15 to 29. They 

represent the first post-apartheid 

generation and grew up in a country that 

has developed politically and economically 

and that has made progress to include 

more people into the economy. 

Nevertheless, South Africa still faces high 

levels of unemployment and inequality, 

systemic corruption and high levels of 

violence. While some enjoyed the 

S 
Langa, Cape Town, February 2015 
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privileges and opportunities of the new 

South Africa, others were left behind. 

Youth in South Africa are confronted with 

challenges of economic, political and social 

integration as well as participation.  

Inequality and the unemployment rate, 

especially among young people are very 

high. South Africa is still one of the most 

unequal societies in the world. Before 

taxes and social spending, the income of 

the richest 10% of the South African 

population is more than 1,000 times 

bigger than that of the poorest 10%. After 

taxes and social spending, this rate 

decreases but the income of the richest 

10% is still 66 times higher than that of the 

poorest 10% (World Bank 2014: 3). The 

World Bank assumes that this is still for a 

large part due to “an enduring legacy of 

the apartheid system.” The economic 

division is still visible along ethnic lines 

(World Bank 2014:21; see also IMF 2013). 

Inequality is not only reflected by 

economic figures but translates also into 

the education system. Although there are a 

lot of social grants available, young people 

especially from remote or less developed 

areas do not have equal opportunities; 

partly because they do not have access to 

information or the possibilities to apply for 

funding.  

The young people included in our study do 

not think in ethnic lines or in an ethnic 

divide as practiced under the apartheid. 

However, the link between skin color and 

social- as well as economic opportunities, 

is persistently striking. This was also 

reflected in our study where the focus 

groups in economically less developed 

areas have been primarily attended by 

black or “colored” participants. 80,2 per 

cent of the South African population are 

considered “black” and 8,4 per cent 

“white” (Stats SA 2014a: 3). 

The following report will give an overview 

about challenges of youth transitioning to 

adulthood in South Africa. It will present 

trends and figures found during a two- 

months field research in different regions 

of the country. The study is part of the 

research project “Against all Odds – Youth 

in Postwar Societies” funded by the 

German Federal Ministry of Economic 

Cooperation and Development (BMZ).  

The first chapter gives an overview on the 

focus groups concerning composition and 

regional coverage. Secondly, the particular 

context of violence for South Africa is 

described. The third chapter focusses on 

the challenges of youth in South Africa for 

their transition to adulthood and 

particularly on the obstacles for economic, 

political and social participation. In the 

fourth chapter the report assesses the 

possibilities for coping with those blocked 

transitions to adulthood. The last chapter 

concludes. 
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Description of the focus groups 

 
The focus groups discussions (FGD) were 

selected by area using data on rurality 

(percentage of households engaged in 

agricultural activities) and the number of 

contact crime (murder, attempted murder, 

sexual violence, assault with grievous 

bodily harm). Thus, the groups selected 

represent areas in rural and urban regions 

with high and low levels of contact crime. 

For the case selection data from the latest 

available census (2011) as well as official 

police records for the latest two available 

years (2012 and 2013) have been used. 

After defining the cases, the most likely 

areas, the last indicator for selection or the 

regions was geographic accessibility. Thus, 

nine cases have been identified:  

 

 

 

The group size varied between 4 to 13 

participants. In total, 72 young people 

participated, 35 males and 37 females.  

Most of the participants did not know each 

other before. However, the groups within 

the selected areas were quite homogenous 

in terms of their views and especially in 

terms of expectations and experiences. 

The atmosphere was amicable and open in 

all groups, and controversies could be 

discussed without problems. In the 

following quotes from male participants 

are coded as “m” and those from females 

as “f” (ex.: UHCLf1; UHCLf2 etc.). 

South Africa has eleven different official 

languages so in some areas under study 

communication was challenging. In the 

two rural areas, Msinga (RLCM) and 

Cofimvaba (RHCC), a translator was 

necessary. Also in Langa (UHCL) two 

participants had difficulties to follow the 

discussion. Beside these exceptions 

English was spoken and understood in all 

FGDs. 

The topics addressed during the 

discussions included: 

- Transitions to adulthood, family 

background and perception of violent 

past. 

- School to work transitions, economic 

factors. 

- Citizenship.  

- Possible strategies to cope with blocked 

or difficult transitions to adulthood, 

voice, leisure activities. 

- Exit strategies (e.g. migration). 

 
  

Urban high 
contact crime

Manenburg 
(UHCM)

Langa (UHCL)
Johannesburg 
Central (UHCJ),
Soweto (UHCS)

Rural high 
contact crime

IntsekaYethu/ 
Cofimvaba (RHCC)

Urban low contact 
crime

Pinelands (ULCP)
Melville (ULCM)

Rural low contact 
crime

Msinga(RLCM)
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Violence Assessment

Violence experience 
 

Although violence is not only an issue for 

this particular age group, young people 

seem to be disproportionally at risk of 

being exposed to violence (Ward 2012). 

Especially young males are at risk of 

becoming a victim or perpetrator (Foster 

2012).  Witnessing violence as a young 

person can have severe consequences. On 

the other hand, not being victimized can 

make a significant difference. A study 

found that young people that did not 

experience crime are six times more likely 

not to commit a crime themselves when 

grown up (Burton et al. 2009: 100).  

One indicator often used to show the 

extent of violence within a society is the 

homicide rate. South Africa’s homicide 

rate declined by around 50% since 1995. 

But still, with 32.2 homicides per 100,000 

citizens, it remains about five times above 

the world average. Compared to other 

countries in the region, South Africa´s 

homicide rate is exceeded by Lesotho, and 

Swaziland (UNODC 2014). Besides the 

high homicide rate, violence against 

woman and children is a particular 

problem. Young people in South Africa are 

in many ways exposed to violence. They 

see and experience it at home, school or 

within their communities. Our study 

confirms this in particular for high 

violence areas but it is not limited to them. 

There was a consensus in all of the FGDs 

that violence is part of youth’s 

everyday life. Most of the participants 

experienced violence themselves and 

indicated that they learned to live with it at 

a very early age: “you see it every day” is 

an expression commonly shared by all the 

groups. As one person from the 

Johannesburg Central group mentions: 

“Violence theft and drug addiction is 

everywhere” (UHCJm1, – signs of 

affirmation by other participants). 

Violence is mostly perceived in connection 

with mugging or theft. All groups share the 

view that South Africa as a country has a 

problem with violence. Thereby similar 

experiences are shared by participants in 

rural as well as in urban areas with high 

levels of contact crime. 

The experiences and descriptions of 

violence from FGD participants differ 

between high and low crime areas. In 

urban and rural low crime areas (ULCM; 

ULCP) the incidents are mostly related to 

“mugging” or “beating” or “verbal 

violence” whereas in high crime areas the 

participants talked about “stabbing”, 

shooting” or “abuse”; also the use of 

weapons was frequently mentioned in high 

contact crime areas (UHCL, UHCJ, 

RHCC).  
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While most of the FGD participants 

described personal experiences of violence 

the urban low violent crime group in 

Melville (ULCM) was an exception. Here 

participants do not feel personally affected 

by violence. However, they still see it as an 

underlying problem: "[Violence] probably 

does happen in the suburbs, but you don´t 

hear about it. Whatever happens in the 

house, stays in the house! You don´t really 

see it" (ULCMf1). The other urban low 

crime area, Pinelands (ULCP), reports 

about some incidents in their suburb 

including verbal violence, but stressed that 

violent crime rather takes place in 

neighboring communities. 

Although the perception of security is 

pessimistic in general, violence seems to 

increase especially on holidays and on the 

weekends. In urban areas violence on 

weekends is seen in connection to the bar 

areas. Here, it is also connected especially 

to robbery: “You easily get robbed most 

specially on the weekends” (UHCLm1) 

“every weekend” (UHCL).  In rural areas 

visiting family members are perceived as a 

potential cause for crime and violence. 

“they [visiting family members] bring 

drugs and alcohol and sinful behavior 

from the cities” (RHCCm2) “they consume 

a lot of alcohol and become violent” 

(RLCMf2) “they are fighting their old 

fights, when they are coming back” (GOV1 

on rural areas in KZN).  

Issues mentioned in connection with 

violence are manifold, but drugs, alcohol 

abuse, robbery, sexual violence and school 

violence “bullying” (“such crime has been 

increasing in the last 5 years” RHCC, 

RLCM, UHCJ, ULCP) are the most 

common connections that were described. 

Also, domestic violence and violence 

against children came out as particular 

concern in the FGDs. Although work on 

perpetrators of sexual violence against 

children is still scarce, studies indicate that 

most perpetrators of sexual abuse of 

children and youth under the age of 17 are 

peers or relatives (UNICEF 2014: 65). 

Sexual violence is mentioned especially in 

high violence areas.  One female 

participant tries to find an answer: “Men 

feel that they are not heard, and in order 

to be heard, they hit their women. The 

majority hits their women. They feel 

Johannesburg, March 2015 
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demeaned, that's why they undermine 

women. Men aren't respected in their 

workplaces (called boys by their bosses), 

and then they come home, they beat their 

wives because they want to feel powerful” 

(UHCSf1). 

Again, in low violent crime areas like 

Melville (ULCM) and Pinelands (ULCP) 

participants talk more about a potential of 

having violence in their community, but do 

not mention own experiences of violence 

in their communities: "I´m sure there is 

some domestic violence. I´m sure there is 

some stuff going on but I don´t hear it or 

see it, that is something you read in the 

newspaper" (ULCMf2). In Pinelands 

(ULCP) difficult financial situations are 

mentioned as possible reason for domestic 

violence: “Everybody is struggling and 

everybody has fights at home and I´m 

pretty sure that not everybody is A-Ok 

financially" (ULCPm2). The connection to 

economic circumstances is also drawn by a 

high ranking government official who 

stressed two reasons for violence in the 

South African society: “[Historical and] 

socioeconomic conditions drive the level 

of violence. If you improve the 

socioeconomic conditions of people, the 

wellbeing of people increases" (GOVP). 

School violence is addressed frequently 

in urban (ULCP, UHCL) as well as rural 

areas (ULCM). A study on the extent of 

school violence found that 15.3% of 

schoolchildren in primary or secondary 

schools have already become a victim to 

violence while being in school or in the 

immediate school context: “South African 

learners are victimized at a rate of 160 

learners per 1,000. This rate is 

significantly higher than, for example, the 

United States, where the latest data yields 

a rate of 57 learners per 1,000 falling 

prey to comparative forms of violence at 

school” (Burton 2008). In our study 

participants mentioned frequent violence 

in school even in the low crime areas 

Msinga and Pinelands: “In school you can 

always come across an argument if you 

step on somebody else’s toe or get 

involved in their business people get 

angry” (ULCPm1), “people also carry a 

knife to school here” (ULCPm2). 

 

In Msinga school is mentioned as an 

unsafe space. Here FGD participants 

describe fighting, damaging of school 

property and the use of stones and knifes 

as weapons because of “girls fighting over 

boys” or “boys’ stuff” (RLCM). On one 

incidence violence became so intense that 

the police had to intervene (RLCM). The 

single most frequently mentioned trigger 

for violent behavior is alcohol (“It 

happens most of the time because of 

alcohol” UHCJm2) and drug abuse. 

When talking about substance abuse, a 

drug called “Nyaope” was always 

mentioned. Official statistics of the South 

African Police (SAPS) underline the 

perception that drugs are an important 

contributing factor. The drug-related 

crime ratio increased by more than 24% 
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from the financial year 2012/13 to 

2013/14. In comparison to 2004/05 the 

crime ratio increased 172 .9% in 2013/14 

(SAPS 2015). These problems are 

mentioned in urban as well as rural areas 

alike. 

 

Gang violence is a problem particularly 

in some urban spaces especially in Cape 

Town. Especially in the “Cape Flats” where 

gangs are an “important part of the social 

structure” as a Police commander pointed 

out (PoC). Under the apartheid laws the 

criminal justice system primarily focused 

on protecting the white minority and 

enforcing the apartheid laws in townships 

while at the same time neglecting crime in 

the township areas. This is regarded as a 

contributing factor for the evolution of 

gangs (Bruce 2009: 7). Another important 

aspect concerning the gangs is their role in 

the society: “(…) through the disruption of 

families in the post-apartheid era, gangs 

became important social ties in the areas 

at a time when important and the best 

people have been taken out of the society. 

Social leaders in the area now moved 

away or worked for the government” 

(Police commander). Important 

contributing factors have been the lack of 

economic opportunities and social 

activities. When talking to the Manenberg 

focus group (UHCM), a high-profile-gang-

area, all of the participants have been gang 

members. They stress that the feeling of 

power, family substitution, peer pressure 

or the possibility to attract girls have been 

major factors why they joined the gangs. 

Xenophobia became an issue in the last 

years in South Africa. Some focus group 

participants in particular in economically 

weaker areas mention the fear of 

foreigners “taken over” (RHCC, UHCL, 

UHCM, see also Booysen 2014). Especially 

in these communities, xenophobia also 

results in episodic violence. At the time of 

field research, several attacks on foreign 

shop owners took place in former 

township areas. Those attacks started with 

looting but escalated to physical harm. A 

shop owner interviewed in Langa stated 

that he has not left his shop for one year 

because he was afraid of violent attacks. 

Xenophobia in South Africa came mostly 

with scapegoating “[they are] taking our 

jobs” (RHCC, UHCL) and generalizing 

“they are criminal and violent”. 

The reaction towards violence as a 

witness is mostly described as passive by-

standing which is explained as being a 

matter of culture: “Even myself, if I am 

seeing someone being violated I can pass 

because that is what I´ve learned that is 

being done in our country. I grew up 

seeing that [...] It is in my blood” 

(UHCSm1).  

“[Y]ou drive by, you think ‘who or what’s 

happening there’ and then you do nothing 

and go on with your life” (ULCPm3). 

 “It is also our culture; I think our culture 

doesn´t want us to interfere in our 

neighbor’s private matters” (UHCSm2). 
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“Most of the times I walked away, you 

understand from where I come from my 

culture you don't interfere with other 

people’s family-stuff. If they fight you just 

move, you walk away and do nothing 

about it” (UHCJm2).  

 

 
 

 

Opportunities and challenges for transitions to adulthood 

 

Family formation and social 

ties 
 

Many children in South Africa grow up 

with only one parent, typically with their 

mothers. This correlates to the household 

income: children in the poorest 20% of 

households are least likely to live with both 

parents. Moreover, only 18% live with both 

parents while the rate is at 78% for the 

least poor 20% of households (UNICEF 

2014: 90). Similarly, UNICEF estimates 

that there are over 4.2 million children 

living with neither of their biological 

parents and only a percentage of 34.8% 

living with both parents. This is partly also 

due to the fact that HIV/AIDS is still a big 

problem in the country. Over half of the 

orphans in South Africa are believed to 

have lost one of their parents due to 

HIV/AIDS. Growing up without or only 

with one of their biological parents is 

especially an issue for black South 

Africans. UNICEF points out that 88% 

percent of young people growing up 

without a parent are black (UNICEF 

2014). 

Johannesburg, March 2015 
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Figure 1: Number and perception of children living with their parents by 

province 2012 

 

        Source: UNICEF 2014 

An issue prominently discussed for South 

Africa is teenage pregnancy. Early 

childbearing dropped in percentage points 

since the end of the apartheid. However, 

25% of women gave birth before the age of 

20 in 2008, so the problem still remains 

on a high level (Branson et al. 2013). This 

is particularly true for black South 

Africans and in rural areas. In our FGDs 

some indicated they gave birth to their 

child before the age of 19, also because of 

economic reasons: “With a child I get 

social grants. [With that] I can support 

my family.” (RHCCf4). However, most of 

teenage pregnancies are unwanted and 

related to lack of access to information 

(sex education), school dropouts, 

unbalanced power relation between 

partner or poverty and remoteness of the 

area in which they grew up (Panday et al. 

2009). Teenage pregnancy represents one 

of the primary causes for school dropouts 

in South Africa after the economic reasons 

(Ibd.). Thus, even while numbers are lower 

now, early childbearing represents a risk 

factor especially for young women in 

transition to adulthood.  

Substance abuse within families, mostly 

alcohol, is perceived as another major 

contributing factor towards family 

disruption and violence. In the high crime 

FGDs abuse of alcohol by parents is 

mentioned as a normal part of life. “We 

have to provide for our parents living and 

for their alcohol” (RHCC). Such comments 

have been mentioned frequently and 

highlight not only family disruption but 

also the role of adolescence as provider for 

the family. 
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In areas with high levels of contact crime 

(RHCC, UHCL, UHCS, UHCM) the 

provision of support is rather from 

youth to the family. This was confirmed by 

many different interview partners that 

stressed, the apartheid and post-apartheid 

era disrupted many families. In high crime 

areas typical duties mentioned included: 

“Buying groceries, food, alcohol, clothes, 

paying for electricity and water” 

(UHCLf2). Youth also expressed the 

feeling of being obliged to provide for their 

family although they already do not have 

enough money: “Sometimes the money is 

enough but most of the time even with a 

job [one] cannot support family 

financially. So, we help by cooking, 

cleaning, helping in the household, 

washing clothes” (RHCCm2). 

“You find yourself sometimes only with 

enough money to get to work, because 

you´re spending all your money helping 

your parents renovate their house that 

they couldn´t afford to renovate 

themselves. It´s more like you have to do 

it. Who else should do it if you don´t do 

it?” (UHCSf1).  

Due to the problematic economic situation 

youth provide for the family “by selling 

things like chips or apples." (UHCLf2). It 

is also mentioned that the only way for 

some youth to support families financially 

is through government support that they 

get for their own children (RHCCf2, 

UHCLf4). Despite of the efforts to fulfill 

that obligation “(…) family never 

appreciates what you do.” (UHCSf1). In 

high contact crime areas support is mostly 

provided by youth to their families and 

seen as an obligation, meanwhile, in low 

contact crime urban areas it is the other 

way around.  “People make decisions 

based on their children (…) The whole 

community mind-set has changed on 

focusing rather on your kid’s success 

rather than on your own success” 

(ULCPf1). 

Despite the difficult situation particularly 

in violent areas, family was an important 

topic in all groups. Differences and 

similarities for trust and responsibilities 

within the families can be found along the 

lines of high violence and low violence 

Johannesburg, March 2015 
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areas. In the areas with high levels of 

contact crime family is seen with high 

trustworthiness. A quote from one girl in 

Langa is an excellent example of the latter: 

“Only family looks after each other” 

(UHCLf1). She was referring to the FGD 

question of whom they trust the most in 

their community. But when asked in the 

questionnaires to whom they turn to when 

experiencing violence, quite different 

aspects appeared. Less than a quarter 

named family members as a person they 

would turn to when experience violence in 

high contact crime areas. As illustrated in 

Figure 2, the vast majority would turn to 

other people besides family. In areas with 

low levels of contact crime this share was 

at 50%. Youth in communities with high 

contact crime also mentioned the lack of 

positive role models in the community and 

several times even within the family. "They 

[youth] [...] have no good role models” 

(YSCm). This can be an indication for 

lower trust in families within areas of high 

contact crime but needs further analysis. 

Also trust in police seems to be slightly 

higher in low contact crime areas. Only 

29% of the participants in high contact 

crime areas would turn to the police. 

Similarly, in low contact crime areas less 

than 40% of the respondents would turn to 

the police when experiencing violence. 

 

Figure 2: Trust  

 

         Source: Authors’ calculation based on research questionnaires. 

 

These differences are also reflected 

through the overall trust in society 

indicated by the participants. Many 

respondents in the focus groups, as well as 

in expert interviews reported a lack of 

social ties. “I don´t do things for society. 

Society doesn´t put food on my table” 

(UHCSm1). “People don´t care about 

what’s going on in the next person’s 

house. People here tend to care more 

about themselves” (UHCJm2). 

 

At the same time interviews and FGD 

showed a relatively high level of distrust 

from the older generation to the youth and 

vice versa. “Adults think youth have too 
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much rights. They wish they could 

discipline them with violence” (President 

SACCYF). A local official in the rural areas 

of the Eastern Cape mentioned that older 

people see youth mainly as “rapists” or 

“thieves” that are no good for anything else 

(GOVMM). This is different in the low 

contact crime area of Pinelands (ULCP) 

where not only youth perceived 

themselves as active member of society 

and to be taken seriously by others, but 

also adults regarded youth as active 

members and took them seriously (Church 

representative Pinelands). 

While distrust in the community was 

explicitly mentioned by groups in areas 

with high contact crime, in the low crime 

areas, the community was rather 

mentioned with regard to “gossiping”. “We 

find overlapping circles, social life or 

friendship circles” (ULCPm1). People 

seem to know each other in their 

communities but that does not necessarily 

transcend into higher levels of social 

cohesion.  

 

Social structures seem to be more intact in 

rural as in urban communities which has 

also to do with the scope of migration to 

urban areas, informal settlements and bad 

service delivery. The perceived effect of 

migration is that it not only disrupts 

structures in the areas where people are 

migrating from, but also in the areas they 

are migrating to. The former is affected by 

tearing apart family and social structures 

whereas the effect of the latter is caused by 

overpopulation and a constant shift of the 

population living in that area (GOVP). 

Economic opportunities 
 

South Africa’s economic situation has 

improved since the end of apartheid. GDP 

increased around 30% since the late 1990s 

and was accompanied by a reduction of 

poverty (StatsSA 2014b). Since the end of 

apartheid, the rainbow nation saw middle-

class growth and the World Bank lists it as 

an upper-middle-income country. 

However, economic growth slowed down 

in recent years and, in post-apartheid 

South Africa, many people have not 

benefited from the economic success so 

far. South Africa is still one of the most 

unequal economies in the world. The Gini-

coefficient which measures income 

inequality (where 0 indicates total equality 

and 1 total inequality) was 0.65 by the year 

2011 (World Bank 2015). Poverty varies 

regionally and Eastern Cape, Free State 

and Northwest account for the poorest 

provinces.  

The socio-economic obstacles remain for 

many youths or have not changed 

significantly.  In line with the poor quality 

of schooling, high levels of school dropouts 

or family vulnerability and poverty are the 

main challenges young people are facing 

today (Ward 2013: 5). The unemployment 

rate in South Africa is persistently high 

with an average of 25 per cent between 

2000 and 2012. With 50% this rate is 

particularly high among the youth aged 15 
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to 24 and represents the highest youth 

unemployment rate of all OECD countries 

2015 (OECD 2016). Around 32% of young 

South Africans between 15 and 24 years 

are neither employed nor in an 

educational or trainings program (NEETs) 

(OECD 2014). These structural challenges 

for young people in South Africa are also 

reflected in our study. As Figure 3 shows, 

particularly in high crime areas (dark 

blue) there is a considerable number of 

participants that are neither going to 

school or university nor working; opposed 

to the low crime urban areas (ULCP, 

ULCM) where all of the groups are either 

working or going to school or university. 

 

Figure 3: Going to school/university or working in % 

 

       Source: Authors’ calculation based on research questionnaires. 

 

Economic concerns and the tense 

employment situation are discussed and 

mentioned by all focus group participants. 

That includes difficulties to find a job as 

well as to live from the salary. In high 
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were very pessimistic. In this regard, 

participants also mentioned the necessity 

to bribe people for getting a job: 

“sometimes other people are greedy, they 
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Euros) (UHCLf3). Despite the economic 
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materialistic and they see many people 

more interested in material things like 

clothes or phones: “[W]e are doing things 

to show off in the community” “[W]e act 
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related with regards to the overall 

economic situation in South Africa than to 

any personal situation. Also, the informal 

sector is an important provider for income 

in South Africa (StatsSA 2015). In the 

areas of the FGD especially Langa many 

people seem to rely on the informal sector. 

Streets around the main taxi station are 

full of small “shops” selling gum or 

groceries and other smaller things. They 

have chosen that area not only because of 

customer proximity but also because the 

taxi ramp is perceived as one of the safest 

places (FGD UHCL). 

Differences between high and low crime 

areas are also linked to family obligations 

(see previous section). Especially black 

South Africans are still to a great extent 

disadvantaged. While only 0.8% of white 

South Africans fall under the upper-bound 

national poverty line of 620 ZAR (aprox. 

38 Euro) per month, it is 54% of the black 

population (StatsSA 2014b: 27). The high 

proportion of black and poor youth in 

crime data is widely seen as an expression 

of their historical exclusion, exploitation 

and marginalization (Foster 2012: 24). 

Despite the fact that many civil society 

organizations are concerned with 

alleviating poverty, they are insufficiently 

open to the poor and poor people do not 

feel represented by them (Idasa 2012). 

Education 
 

The education system should prepare 

young people for the job market and South 

Africa made some advances since the end 

of apartheid. Expenditure in the education 

system accounts for around 7% of the GDP 

and for 20% of all national expenditure 

(BrandSA 2015b). Comparing the Census 

data from 2001 and 2011, South Africa 

shows improvements in the field of 

education; for example, the drop in 

numbers for those without any schooling 

from 17.9% in 2001 to 8.6% in 2011. At the 

same time the percentage from those 

receiving higher education increased from 

8.4% to 11.8% respectively in the same 

period (Stats SA 2012: 33). Still, UNICEF 

(2014) estimates that nationwide, 662,000 

children are not attending school at all; 

28% because they do not have the money 

to pay the school fees. The situation is 

particularly challenging in poorer rural 

areas such as KwaZulu-Natal and the 

Eastern Cape (UNICEF 2014). 

Furthermore, differences between society 

groups are still an issue. During apartheid, 

education was an integral part of the 

suppressing system so that the 

“homelands” received a very different 

education than the white areas. By the end 

of the 1960s, governments spending on 

educating for a white child was 16-times 

higher than the one for a black child 

(Economist 2010). Effects of that “bantu 

education” system can still be seen today. 

While around 58% of whites enter higher 

education only 12% of blacks do so 

(BrandSA 2015b).  

 

In an interview a high ranking government 
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official in the presidency comments that 

education and development of skills are 

part of the governments primary concerns, 

together with “employment and 

entrepreneurship, health, social cohesion/ 

mobilization non-racial division” (OAHp). 

However, higher education seems to be 

lower on the agenda. Another government 

official stresses that there would be a need 

for more people being able to work in 

agriculture or construction: “We can´t be 

a country of lawyers” (OAHyp).  

 

Political Participation 

 
The FGD participants value the benefits of 

an electoral system and freedom while at 

the same time there is no trust in those 

who represent this system. Views on 

democracy are still mostly positive as a 

recent study by Brand SA (2015) shows 

(Figure 4). The voter turnout is still 

relatively high for the parliamentary 

elections but nevertheless decreased in the 

last three elections: in 2014 (73%), 2009 

(77.3%) and 2004 (76%). Although the 

figures show a decrease in the perception 

of personal benefits of democracy, still, the 

overall majority of the 15 to 34 years old 

see benefits from being a democratic 

country. 

 

Figure 4: Personal Benefit from being a Democracy  

 

      Source: Brand SA 2015. 

 

Despite these figures, FGD participants 

showed a level of unhappiness towards 

politics. The lack of trust in politicians, 

results in a sort of apathy towards political 

change. Many expressed their discontent 

with the political parties. 

“That’s the reason why I stopped voting 

personally: ok! every vote makes a 

difference, fair enough, but the party 

remains, since 1990-something when 

Mandela got elected. It remains the ANC. 

And I don´t mean it by racism but the 

leaders of the ANC stay the same” 

(UHCJm2) “politics is a type of business 
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now, like Julius Malema” (UHCJm4). 

Furthermore, as one young woman in 

Langa pointed out, young people are now 

more interested in materialistic things like 

the latest sneakers than in political action 

(UHCLf2).  

When asked “Are you interested in 

politics?” (Figure 5) the lowest number 

can be found in one urban low crime area 

(UHCP), whereas the highest number is in 

the rural high contact crime area (RHCC). 

In Cofimvaba, this is potentially related to 

personal connections with the ANC. 

Eleven out of twelve FGD participants are 

members of a political party, most likely 

with the ANC as their membership was 

mentioned several times during the 

discussion. The ANC is the dominant party 

in that area.  

 

Figure 5: Interest in Politics (Are you interested in politics? In %) 

 

        Source: Authors’ calculation based on research questionnaires. 
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president Jacob Zuma (on “the Zuma 

years” by Calland, 2013).  

In spite of their disappointment with 

politics, some FGD participants have the 

expectation that political actors and the 

government should address the most 

pressing issues (RHCC, UHCL, RLCM). 

The present study showed the tendency 

that in low-income communities, both 

urban and rural people are more 

demanding towards the government as a 

caregiver. These impressions can be 

supported by a recent study on 20 years of 

South African Democracy (Booysen 2014: 

13). Other FGD participants perceived 

state institutions as not visible and 

inaccessible (RLCM) or do not believe in 

the help of politics at all (ULCP, UHCM). 

On the other hand, the urban low crime 

group (ULCP) made a distinction between 

different areas of the country when asked 

if election could trigger change. In their 

perception, areas governed by the DA can 

make progress. FGD participants in poor 

or high crime areas did not express any 

hope regarding political change.  

The highest level of trust in South Africa 

on national level can be found in religious 

institutions (67%) while the lowest level of 

trust is in political parties (46.2%) or the 

police (49.9%) (IJR 2014: 18). People feel 

distant from their legislative representing 

institutions and perceive them as hard to 

reach an unresponsive (Ibd.: 30). These 

findings are also represented in our 

research and FGD. Especially in the areas 

with a high number of violent crime, 

young people express their lack of trust in 

the political establishment or even in 

society. “[State] institutions are there, but 

they are not seen. They are behind the 

scenes. They are not promoting. Basically 

what they´re doing is taking the 

government’s money into their own 

pockets, not doing what they are told to 

do” (UHCJm3).  

 

“I would say from my personal experience 

with getting government organizations to 

help: it does not work, they won´t. People 

from the government that supposed to 

help you; aren´t helping you” (UHCJm2).   

There is also low trust especially in the 

police. This tendency can be seen in high 

and low crime areas alike. When asked 

whom they would turn to when 

experiencing violence. In high contact 

crime areas as well as low contact crime 

ones, the share of people who would go to 

the police is, in both cases, well below 50% 

(Figure 2). In Pinelands (ULCP), only 4 

out of 9 respondents would turn to the 

police when having experienced violence. 

Also in other FGD, the police were only 

mentioned in a negative sense. They 

reaffirmed that they do not have trust at 

all in the police (UHCL, RHCC, UHCJ) or 

that “police have a bad reputation” 

(ULCP) or with regard to corruption “I can 

kill someone in front of the police, but if I 

have money, I can get away with it” 

(UHCS, similar in UHCJ). 
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Social activities 
 

Data from our questionnaires indicate that 

the majority of youth in the two urban low 

crime areas (ULCP, ULCM) as well as in 

one of the rural high crime areas (RHCC), 

are members of some kind of social group; 

with 100% of reported participation 

(Figure 6). Also others indicated they 

participate in sports or cultural groups. 

However, this does not necessarily imply 

well-organized leisure activities. In 

comparing the results of the 

questionnaires with statements of the FGD 

we get a more nuanced picture. For 

example, facilities for leisure activities 

alone do not imply that all of those are 

easily accessible. One result of our analysis 

in the different areas was that in those 

places with relatively high levels of 

violence, there were basically no leisure 

time activities for young people. Safe open 

spaces are relatively hard to find in the 

areas of our study – including those with 

low levels of violent crime. For instance, if 

places like sports grounds exist, they are 

regarded as unsafe and a spot were gangs 

hang out (UHCM).  Even in Pinelands, 

which in our sample had the lowest 

contact crime rates, youth do not really 

have trust in the safety of open areas such 

as parks etc.: “There are a lot of parks and 

stuff but you don´t know how safe they 

are. You can’t go with only two friends; 

you have to go in a big group” (ULCPf1).  

In Langa, already at 3pm in the afternoon 

young people are gathering together in 

small groups consuming alcohol and, as it 

was mentioned during the FGD later, also 

drugs. During other FGD in high contact 

crime contexts and in other interviews it 

could be confirmed that this was being 

done on a regular basis because of the lack 

of other opportunities (UHCL, UHCM, 

RHCC). 

 

Figure 6: Social activity 

 

        Source: Authors’ calculation based on research questionnaires. 
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Beside school activities, youth do not have 

many opportunities for leisure activities. 

That becomes most obvious regarding 

school dropouts in the rural high crime 

area:  

“They [school dropouts] have nothing to 

do during the day. When they wake up 

they are going to town and spend the 

whole day there.” (YSCm). 

“You see violence almost every day 

because there are a lot of school dropouts. 

Most of them do not know what to do on a 

daily basis, so they end up victimizing 

school students. Mostly it’s from those 

students that dropped out before grade 11 

or 12.” (RHCCm1). 

In contrast to most of the other areas in 

Pinelands (ULCP), there are several 

organized activities where youth can get 

involved. That includes football training or 

other sports activities but also several 

social groups where youth can participate. 

Those groups are mostly led by grownups, 

which was not a negative issue for the 

youth. In the most remote area in the 

study, Msinga (RLCM), the only area 

mentioned by the youth was the “safe 

park”. This park is open from 8AM until 

4:30PM but some youth have to walk 

about one to three hours to get there. The 

safe park is a fenced area nearby the local 

school which is supervised by two social 

workers and has a playground as well as 

unprepared field that is used mainly for 

soccer or other sports activities. The park 

is frequented mostly by school children. 

Manenberg (UHCM) or Cofimvaba 

(RHCC) are lacking such facilities 

completely. The example of Cofimvaba 

(RHCC) shows again how important such 

supervised places are. Neither in the small 

center nor in the surrounding areas one 

can find possibilities for social 

participation such as community work, 

sports or cultural activities. There are 

simply no organized and out of school 

activities, situation which leaves youth 

open for boredom and more importantly 

“[T]here is nothing to do (…) If there are 

[social] clubs or groups we are not aware 

of them. The only thing you can find here 

is soccer but some are not interested in 

soccer. This is also problematic because 

they would have to walk home in the dark 

which is dangerous.” 

The NGO Amandla in Kayalitsha (Cape 

Town) gives an encouraging example of 

how to address the issue of creating out of 

school activities while at the same time 

teaching “life skills” such as punctuality or 

fairness. Based on a soccer pitch the 

project offers football training and at the 

same time a structured program for 

personality development, as well as life 

skills training. Thereby, the soccer coaches 

also act as social workers. The program 

already shows encouraging results of 

crime reduction in the surrounding area 

and school performance (Amandla 2015). 
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Navigating blocked transitions 

Loyalty 

 
In all the focus groups the government has 

a bad standing, in particular politicians. 

People are disappointed by their 

politicians especially with the ANC 

leadership. Jacob Zuma was mentioned 

several times as exemplary for why power 

may lead to corruption (UHCL; UHCJ; 

ULCP; UCLM)). The state of the nation 

address by Jacob Zuma fell in the time of 

field research. The protest of former ANC 

youth leader and current leader of the 

EFF, Julius Malema, resulted in a 

ferocious debate in parliament and the 

dismissal of the EFF from the assembly 

hall. Most of the FGD participants and 

interview partners talked with 

embarrassment about said incident. At the 

same time, they use it to stress their 

argument: “this is our country” 

(UHCJm3) “this is how politics look like 

on the national level” (ULCPm2).   

The willingness to participate in actions 

that are initiated by the civil society was 

low in all but one of the areas under study 

(RHCC) but we see a clear distinction 

between high crime and low crime areas 

(Figure 7). While participants in low crime 

areas show relatively low participation in 

marches, boycotts, riots or 

demonstrations, the highest number of 

participants in such activities can be 

related to the rural area with high levels of 

violent crime. However, also in the rural 

area with low levels of violent crime 

(RLCM) and one urban area with high 

levels of crime (UHCL) protests and 

boycotts in particular were seen as a 

possibility for change.  “Marches can 

trigger change because people are 

marching to see that they really want the 

thing” (RLCMf2). “If you want to get the 

attention of the government you have to 

toitoi: make a lot of noise” (UHCLf1) 

“[W]hen people want to be heard they 

fight because they are angry and they are 

emotional” (UHCSf2) “when people want 

to be heard they fight because they are 

angry and they are emotional” (UHCSf2). 

 

Msinga, February 2015 
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Most of the FGD participants were also 

very clear about that such protests should 

be non-violent. However, some mentioned 

that violent protests get more attention 

(UHCS, ULCP, RHCC). 

“Sometimes you know you can just walk 

with your signs and be very civil making 

a peaceful protest” (UHCSf2) – response 

from another participant: “but nobody will 

listen. When you get violent, then 

everything is available” (UHCSm2). There 

are general concerns about protests 

getting violent. Can boycotts change 

anything? – “no, you only get killed there” 

(UHCJm3). 

As mentioned above, FGD participants 

showed a level of despondency towards 

politics. “I tried but I gave up on it” 

(UHCJm2). 

   

Figure 7: Politically active (marches, boycotts, demonstrations, riots) 

Source: Authors’ calculation based on research questionnaires. 
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don't want to help the community. They 

migrate to the suburbs, and they only 

come back here to buy their brothers and 

their sisters booze. They only want to look 

after themselves.” (UHCSm2).  

 

Hence, there is a high perception of 

responsibility towards their own kin and 

community. However, statements in the 

FGD suggest a relatively high internal 

movability. Many participants reported of 

family members living in other South 

African cities or they reported on visiting 

family members on the weekends. 

Interestingly, these visits are also 

perceived as a connection to violent crime 

(see Violence Assessment section). Even if 

they have not migrated so far, many FGD 

participants in the high crime areas 

considered migration as an option to exit. 

One main hindrance of not migrating is 

money, another is the responsibility 

towards their family. 

 

In contrast to the high crime areas, the 

situation in the urban low violent crime 

area is quite different. Here 10 out of 13 

indicated, they have family members living 

abroad, as shown in Figure 9. Plans for 

migrating were often concrete (“studying 

in London” or “working in my brother’s 

business”, ULCP). Reasons for not 

migrating included that there are already 

good opportunities for them or often they 

felt well in the places they are right now: 

“It’s hard to leave the comfort zone” 

(ULCPm2). 

 

Figure 8: Family members in foreign countries (in %) 

 

        Source: Authors’ calculation based on research questionnaires. 
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Internal migration gives a slightly different 

picture. Based on the FGD and by 

comparing the place of birth with the 

current place of residence we can see a 

high internal movability. Five out of 13 

residents of the urban low crime area were 

born in a different city of South Africa 

than their current residence. Because of 

unclear responses to the questionnaire we 

cannot make the same argument for the 

high crime area.  

The official youth strategy 

 
The government’s approach on dealing 

with violence can be best expressed by the 

following quote of a high ranking 

government official:  

"The long run effect of the legacy of 

violence in South Africa especially if 

poverty and inequality persist will still be 

felt by many generations. [...] You will not 

solve the problem of violence in South 

Africa by adding more police on the 

street. That’s why in the development plan 

the primary issues mentioned there it’s 

education, it’s employment, it’s health, it’s 

rural and urban development dealing 

with the social legacy of apartheid [...]" 

(GOV1). The plan is to improve the 

livelihood of people through 

improvements in education, health, 

employment and social cohesion. This will 

be essential to lower violence. The 

National Youth Development Agency 

(NYDA) was created to address youth-

related challenges. It is designed to 

enhance the situation for young people in 

South Africa but seems to fail already in 

accessibility for their target group.  

 Challenges in the youth sector have been 

addressed primarily through several 

interventions: The National Youth 

Commission (NYC) in 1996, the National 

Youth Policy (NYP) during the year 2000, 

the National Youth Development Policy 

Framework (NYDPF) 2002/2007 and the 

second generation NYP in 2009.1 The first 

NYP has never been adopted, however, 

laid important groundwork for the NYDPF 

                                                           
1  The NYP from 2000 was never formally 
adopted. 

Langa, Cape Town, February 2015 
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which finally resulted in the NYP of 2009. 

The latter rests on four pillars: education, 

health and well-being, economic 

participation and social cohesion. As a 

result of the NYP, the NYDA was 

established in 2008. The NYDA is 

responsible for the coordination of 

interventions aiming at reducing 

unemployment and promoting social 

cohesion as well as to act as a reference 

point for youth and youth related issues.  

Most interview partners and also most 

FGD participants perceived the NYDA as 

main agency when it comes to youth-

related issues. However, they were very 

consensual in their critique on the NYDA, 

especially concerning how to access it. 

Officially the NYDA presents itself as an 

open institution, attentive to the concerns 

of the youth and with branches in all 

provinces of the country. Those branches 

should serve as a first access point for 

youth and people with youth-related 

concerns. Nevertheless, to get access to the 

services young people in the suburbs have 

to drive long distances for reaching those 

access points, even more so when living in 

rural areas. The online presence of the 

agency could serve as another entry point 

but also here many FGD participants 

mentioned a very low response rate of the 

agency. Although this could not be 

checked and verified during research. One 

municipality manager said:  

“We wanted to cooperate with the NYDA. 

We tried to phone them, we tried to 

interact with them but they never 

answered. They were supposed to focus as 

well on rural areas but you don´t get 

them; not in our district, nor in our 

community. Programs are not properly 

coordinated.” (LoMM). 

 

The NYDA implementation act gives an 

overview on the tasks the agency has to 

address. It states that the agency has as 

objective not only the development of an 

integrated youth development plan and its 

implementation. Furthermore, it should 

initiate, design, coordinate, evaluate and 

monitor programs so diverse as meant 

for youth integration into the economy 

and society, programs directed at poverty 

alleviation or crime combating, as well as 

to streamline processes and coordinate 

Cofimvaba, February 2015 
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with organs of the state, NGO’s, the 

private sector and community based 

organizations (NYDA Act 2008, 3[1]). 

Additional to these objects, the agency 

needs to provide training and financing 

capacities as well as research and local 

presence to name but a few tasks. Thus, 

the NYDA has a broad responsibility but it 

fails already in being accessible for most of 

the youth.  

In an interview, two representatives of the 

NYDA stated they were heavily 

understaffed and overtasked. At the same 

time, they do rely on the cooperation of 

other institutions and departments since 

they have the feeling of being powerless to 

fulfil the implementation. "The 

responsibility lies with the government. 

The government has failed to implement 

social platform for communication" 

(GOVNYDY). When asked directly why 

violence is on such a high level in South 

Africa one representative responded: First, 

"legacy of apartheid has not been 

overcome yet. Political violence happens 

because the people want to get heard" and 

second, "interpersonal violence happens 

because of disadvantages" (GOVNYDY). 

To solve the problem, they named 

different strategies for instance 

improvements in economic participation, 

education and dealing with the apartheid 

legacy ("we don´t really acknowledge 

what happened", GOVNYDA). These 

responses are concurrent to the statements 

of the government official in the interview 

and to what is proposed by the national 

government. As a possible solution to 

improve social cohesion they further 

proposed establishing a compulsory 

military service. 

Impressions by the FGD participants and 

other interview partners is that the NYDA 

“only produces paper, but is not acting” 

(UHCL). The NYDA has a really broad 

range of tasks and should make an 

important contribution to the 

improvements for youth. Now, eight years 

after its establishment, perceptions on the 

NYDA show a quite disillusioning picture 

of its work. 
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Conclusions 

 

The general results of this report represent 

tendencies found during field research in 

South Africa. The aim is to give a first 

understanding on the relation of youth 

participation and transition to adulthood. 

The legacy of apartheid plays a particularly 

important role in the South-African 

context. The post-apartheid era began with 

the hope that the newly achieved political 

freedom would also enhance economic 

possibilities, as well as social security. 

However, for many in the South African 

society those expectations did not become 

reality. While some indeed benefited from 

political and economic change, many see 

themselves left behind. That division can 

be particularly seen along ethnic lines. 

This can result in grievances and thus 

become another contributing factor for the 

ongoing violence.  

The presented analysis shows that youth 

perceive violence as part of their daily life, 

regardless if they grew up in a community 

with high rates of violence or one with low 

rates. The difference lies in the type of 

violence. Low crime areas mainly regarded 

verbal violence and bullying as part of it, 

while in high crime areas this was 

complemented by the daily experience of 

contact crime. Those experiences of 

violence also happen in supposedly safe 

environments, within families or at school.  

Youth, particularly in high contact crime 

areas, feel left alone and show tendencies 

of despondency towards politics. So far, 

this has not had an effect on the 

participation in democratic elections, but 

trust in political parties is declining. While 

there is general trust in the democratic 

system we noted a general skepticism 

towards the political parties in South 

Africa. The analysis shows that this 

skepticism can be seen in both high and 

low contact crime areas, with only minor 

Johannesburg, March 2015 
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differences between the urban and rural 

contexts. Youth in high contact crime 

situations tend to see the need to express 

their necessities through civil-initiated 

political actions, such as demonstrations. 

In contrast, at low crime settings those 

activities are rather disregarded.  

Across all groups we found a tendency of 

low trust in societal bonds and in the 

support by the community. Nevertheless, 

there are differences between youth in low 

contact crime communities and youth in 

contexts of high contact crime with regard 

to participation opportunities in social 

activities. In low contact crime 

communities those activities are manifold 

and offered by sport clubs, social 

institutions or the church, while areas with 

high levels of violent crime are lacking 

such options for young people. Access to 

such participation possibilities tends to 

strengthen community bonds from an 

early age.  

The prevalence of low trust was more 

pronounced in high contact crime areas 

and – counterintuitively – also in rural 

areas. Migration might affect both rural 

and urban high crime communities. In 

those areas, FGD participants regarded 

“new people” as a potential contribution to 

crime and violence. Also, youth in high 

crime areas perceive migration rather as a 

negative option for exit and as an act of 

“fleeing” or leaving their own people 

behind. Studying the link between internal 

migration and the (perceived) changes of 

violence as well as social cohesion offers 

both a rich and important topic for future 

research. 

The legal and institutional framework 

looks promising on paper but its 

implementation is relatively deficient. The 

responsible agency for the national youth 

policy and for promoting young people’s 

development seems to be overtasked, 

powerless and only poorly accessible for 

youth. While their targeted objectives 

intend to procure changes for the youth, 

those objectives are rather long-term 

oriented, hence they will take time to 

implement as well for their effects to 

trickle down. The responsible agency 

needs the capacity for implementation. 

That includes financial means and human 

resources but also other capacities for 

implementation.  

Another relevant factor, influenced by the 

historical context is the regional division 

between provinces. In order to get a better 

understanding on that matter it would be 

useful to conduct a similar study for each 

of the provinces of the country.  

Lastly, it can be said that youth in South 

Africa represent a major chance for the 

country but to make use of this, young 

people must be given real possibilities, 

regardless of their skin color or the place 

of birth. While that is already reflected in 

the legal frame, it lacks further 

implementation to give youth the 

opportunity for real participation be it 
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economically, socially or politically.  

Improving that situation is a huge 

challenge, but also a vital one for South 

Africa.  
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